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- The Washington-Franklin HeadAIssﬁes
Special 100th Anniversary Tribute



Washington Franklin Head
Issues

By
Lou DiFelice
09 SEPTEMBER 2009



3rd Bureau Issue

Start Date: 1908

End Date: 1922

Purpose of Difinitives
Numbers of Stamps Estimated

Two (2) Vignette Designs
— Washington
— Franklin
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435

#304, Sc Blue, an eye-caiching jumbo-margined mint example of this always difficult value, pos-
sessing near perfect centering within uncharacteristically wide margins all around, deep rich color
and a razor-sharp impression on fresh white paper. pristine original gum, Never Hinged, Extremely
Fine; a large-margined gem and rare thus: 2007 P.S.E, centificate with the consérvative grade of XF
B R i o R T T e S T T TR R SM.Q. for normal 510.00

A
430

#305, 6¢ Claret, a well ceniered single, beautiful fiery rich color and sharp clear impression, ong-
inal gum, Never Hinged, choice Very Fine; 2002 P.F. centificate. (Photo) .. ............. 170.00

#306, Bc Violet black, large margins, bright vivid shade, original gum, Never Hinged, Very Fine
and desirable. (Photo) 105.00



Five Scott Listings

VS POSTAGE:

Only one value: Only one value: Values from 1 cent
"ONE CENT" "TWO CENTS" through 1 dollar

Values from 8 cents 2 dollars & 5 dollars
through 1 dollar




CISIPOSTAGCE

Figure 71. Essays, proofs, trial colors — Artwork — Large photo and frame mat. The
unique original artwork used in the design and production of the entire Washington
head series. The artwork began with an 8 x 10 inch photo of a Washington bust by
Houdon. The photo was retouched with black and white wash. A matte was prepared
for the frame design and overlaid on the retouched photo. The matte shows the “two
cent” denomination. Artwork for other denominations was created by an overlay on
the lower lettering before being photographed and reduced to stamp size.



! S l’i"!;‘(yl’ ll:SAl‘ij;“;"}
£~  Seew - -




S POSTAGE |
N




Regular 100% wood pulp 35% rag content “bluish”
paper paper




Y

Sy

=)Z|I=

=7 PR HD

i ZiI= ,

o) AW NN
LA LA o W“
T e e T WA (2
B R
A=z = B2 9 2
=||IZ|I=2 =




U S PE U s P sy
_L!T“&' S [1TUH S (’" :
slells b fsle] sl J
NESINTEERYN
u s llell 4 PILSI U
NERYNNPEN
JS ILp s ip il gl 4
gl b g ql__gf 1%=1
oo P v o s
Wmk. 190
PERIOD OF USE

Postage: 1910-1916 Revenue: 1914
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Normal < Inverted
Reversed Inverted Reversed

Figure 4. Four orientations of the double line watermark in its horizontal position,
as seen from the back of the stamps with the stamp subjects upright. Some stamps,
such as booklet panes and First Bureau Issues from 200-subject plates, have the
watermark in a vertical position. The same four orientations can be found on
those issues.
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Figure 5. “Backward-stepping™ USPS double line watermark pattern, the pattern
now illustrated in Scott catalogs, at top of illustration. “Forward-stepping™
watermark pattern, the newly recognized watermark pattern, at bottom.



View of dandy-roll, interchangeable for wove
or laid covering. (Trotman patent.)

Figure 6. A dandy roll, the device with raised wires that imparts the watermark
to the paper as it is formed. This example, showing the Trotman patent device,
readily allows different watermarks to be produced without removing the entire
dandy roll from the paper making machine.
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Figure 17. Use of 3 printing presses. 1¢ stamps Scots#498, #545 and #3525, examples
of stamps printed by intaglio flat plate press, intaglio rotary press and offset
lithographic press, respectively. Each type of press produced stamps of differing
heights and widths, and differing ratios of these dimensions. In addition, slightly
different perforations were applied to flat and offset press products than were
used on rotary press issues.
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Figure 13. Scott #498-499, #501-504, #506-518, perforated 11 issues on unwatermarked
paper.
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Figure 109. Overprints — Shanghai overprints. In 1912-13, Postmaster John Darrah
at the U.S. Postal Agency in China, located in Shanghai, had stamps in stock at
the time handstamped in black “S'HAI, CHINA.” in two lines. Shown here are
Scott #405-406, #376-378, #336-337, #416, #418 and #421, so called Type I “Darrah
overprints™ that appear on Washington-Franklin head issues. These very scarce
overprints were classified by the Post Office Department as precancels and so have
not been listed in Scott catalogs.



S POSTAGE ]
CRETSN

’:‘{- ———————
A CENE

TPONTALYE

]
4% L8

[ CS POSTAGE]

s
e CENESS g

. |

LS POSTAGE

Q0 OLNBsNGO LIRS




Major Design Changes: Scott 523 & 524



The Evolution of the
Washington-Franklin Series

1908-1922
Year: Change: 'Reason for Change:
1908: | ' no change: Perf 12, Double-line Watermark,

| ' First Design, Flat Plate

|

1909: | Blue Papers | to strengthen the paper ( higher rag

content) and to reduce shrinkage

1910: Single-line | to strengthen the paper (less paper
Watermark

removed in the watermarking process)

1910: Perf8.5 to lessen the separation of stamps in
vending machines (a lesser number of

holes per inch)

1912: New Designs | to comply with International Postal Union

guidelines and to make differentiate

denominations easier



1914;

Perf 10

i
- to lessen separation of the stamps in the
sheets themselves and to make it easier

to separate the coil stamps (the 8.5

gauge proved difficult)
1915: Rotary Press ' faster and more efficient printing
=2 |
with - technique than the flat plate printing
watermark |
| method, quality nearly as good. Enabled
the production of much longer sheets, a
|
| must for coil roll production
1916: . No cheaper than watermarked paper; also,
Watermark watermarks difficult to detect and
therefore not an effective deterrent to
counterfeiters
1916 Rotary Press | see the previous two reasons: this is actually
Coils: | no watermark | notachange perse
1917: Perf 11

to ease the separation of stamps, the
perf 10 stamps sometimes tore when

senaratina the sheat stamns



1919: Offset to eliminate the abrasive effects of the
inferior inks available during the World
War | era, by not using engraved plate:

~wear was minimized and the plates

lasted longer

1919-1923: In addition. although not a change per se. several
important Washington Franklin stamps were issued from coil
sheet waste and as experimental rotary press printings -
more ...

Also in 1919, the U.S. Post Office delivered to Shanghai.
China the then current Washington Franklins. perforated 11
stamps on unwatermarked paper stock. These stamps were
subsequently overprinted "Shanghai China" and surcharged
at double the original denomination on all values (the Ic
through $1). creating a new set of stamps (the 2c through
$2) with the "Shanghai' overprint.




FRANKLIN AND WASHINGTON ISSUES OF 1908-22

IDENTIFICATION CHART IDENTIFIES YOUR VALUABLE STAMPS
Numbers used below are from the Scout Standard Postage Stamp Cat-

Size of

2 Flat alog. To identify any stamp in this scries, first check the design type.
Plate comparing it 1 the illustrations it the top of the chart. Then check the
Dssign perforations. and whether the stamp is single line or double line water-
SR marked or unwatermarked. Now you can casily find out the Scon Citalog

- d

Number by checking down and across the chart. For cxampie, 2 I¢

¥mps printed 00 & rolary A7e3S Franklin, perforated 12, with a single line watermark, must be £374.
1 ahvays shghtly wider or talfer
issues before 1954, Thase

rasurements do not apply to
okiet stamps.
Perforston  Wiatermark lo-n:dymg

‘I e 5 ‘4 A= W

White papes a3 i 33342 S -.;
PERF o — 1
12 * Eah gray paper 357 358 ! 159-66
uses wnte pager 34 315 | aos | s08 | O ’j"],“ 41421
Part. Horzontal g 340 3505
uses | | 1 =L
COIL Peri. Vertcal 352 383 354.56
12 e Hoeizontyl 5 386 i
\aiE 383 356 ]
Perl. Vertca) %7 388 3%9
uses 13 R 34547
Flat Flats
ips 8 353 38 408 409 o |
IMPERF. Aotary Press 150
Rat Plate 481 K824 4E3-84
Unsatermaried - o ——— e —— B —
Offset 531 §32-34B 335
COIL - Pert. Horzontal 390 39 410 a1
8% Ped, Vercal 92 393 A 3 30se6
USPsS 360
PERF. usPs a3 435 42630 33120
10 ] Fliat Plate 62 463 6360 37078
Urnstormanied —M8M8M8M8M - - ol e e — e ——
Ratary Prass 513
Fert Pt | | = 332 |
Heriz =
Rotary 449-30
uses - n  I——
COIL Dot Fiaz 443 EVTRE? &Y |
10 Vet Romry 452 | 45355 456-S%
) Perd Honzontsl 386 45788 e
Crm stemariad — — e
Perl, Vertical 490 49192 49396 397
uses s19
UsPs 161
”’i‘l""' Fat Plate 195 499.500 S0107  SOR-18
Unw eermarhad Rsotary Prass » 54345 546
= Oneat Yo 6B $20.30
Perf. 12% i:z-mrwwi Ofsas 336
Hx10  Usseomaied Rotary 538 | 53940 341
10x11  Ussmermaried Rstary 542

* Desgn of #5425 19mm, wide » 22 1/2 mm, high, 8345 i 16 1/Z 10 20mm moexz‘_’mf:q'l
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Figure 2

Unwatermarked
1¢ Washingion
stamp (481) per-
forated privately
with gauge 14
perforations by the
Boy Scouis of

America executive
council in 1922.
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Figure 76. Essays, proofs, trial colors — Trial colors. Five examples of the color
trials for the “TWO CENTS" design in various ink and paper colors. Shown here,
#332TC, In blue on yellow paper and on white paper, dark blue, light blue, olive
and violet brown ink colors.
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Figure 77. Essays, proofs, trial colors = Roosevelt proofs. Small die proofs, Scott
#331P2-342P2, showing the first of the series in its issued colors. The illustration also
shows an extra S1 in pink, the original color chosen but never issued (thus making
this example s “trial color”). These proofs were pulled In late 1908 or early 1909
during the administration of Theodore Roosevelt,
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t 9-HOLE SQUARE
PATTERN

[CSFoSTiGE]
i SR

TS POSTALE ]
g o 8
f+4

'
W. M. CRANE CO. AUSTIN NICHOLS 0. BABSON BROS.
NEW YORK, N.Y. NEW YORK, N.Y. CHICAGO, ILL.

Figure 178. Perfins. Schermack perfins. Schermack affixing machines could be
supplied with the means to punch a perfin pattern on stamps as the stamps were
dispensed. The pattern was usually a 9-hole square pattern, with different pins

removed to allow a unique pattern to each user. The examples here are on Scott
#343H and #344H.
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Figure 185, Cancellations. Orangeburg coils. Comparing the cancellations that
appear on rare stamps such as the Orangeburg coils (Scott #389) shown here
provides useful information for expertising new examples that may be found. Note
the great similarity of the cancel and its placement on each of these stamps.
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