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The Centennial is Coming...

FOR U. S. ARMY |

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION




WWI on New U.S. Stamps

Citizen’s Stamp Advisory
Committee
c/o Stamp Development
U.S. Postal Service
475 IEnfant Plaza SW, Room 3300
Washington, DC 20260-3501

o No emails or phone calls; only written requests
o A post card with name and topic recommendation
o Like in Chicago...

Vote early & Vote often



Let’s Have WWI Topics on U.S. Stamps

Contact the Citizen’s Stamp Advisory
Committee (CSAC)

o Only written requests are accepted

o No email or phone calls

A postcard will do. Give topic(s) and
your name and contact information

Please take copies of submission
information nearby.

Share this information with friends
and family

Write regularly, as it is an issue of
quantity over quality!

Baey Mircssi




Today's Goals

m Enjoy viewing a sampling of WWI postcards

m Consider your own WWI collection

m Use postcards to promote the topic (Vs. email)
m Own a piece of the war (Mostly at low cost)

m Understand the challenges/ABCs of collecting
m Answer speaket’s questions re: some PCs

m Are there any collectors here today?



It is more than a postcard

m Historical documents; written notes
B Interesting stamps & postmarks (towns & dates)

m Postal & military history; locations, units, etc.
m Markers of people, place, and time

m Auxiliary markings
= Soldier’s mail, Feldpost

m Censor stamps and officer signatures
= POW Notifications



What you can do with WWI PCs

m Collect & Enjoy

m [llustrate teachings about the War

m Send to friends-They are cheap enough!

® HEngage 1n some new research (Google it!)
m Use as bookmarks in your WWI texts

m Hxplore family genealogy



Tidbits-Paying for the War




Questions and Answers

»
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| What is the difference between a Thrift
Stamg and a War Savings Certificate

Stamp 2
The 23-cent Thrift Stamps are fssaed {0 help
you to save and exchango for a S0 War Saviugs
Certificate Stamp,  The Thrilt Stamps bear no
{nterest; the War Savings Certilicate Slamps
garn Interest,

Why de T get a §5 War Savings Certifi-
cafe Stamp for from $4.12 to $4.232
he $3 I8 payable Januvary 4, 1923, 1t in-
cludes the rotarn to you of your money with
the compound Inforest that the Government wiil
pay your, ‘The sooner you [Tl up and exchange
your Thrift Card for a War Savings Certificate
Slamp, the more Interest you will receive.

Why should I exchange my full card of :
Thrift Stamps for a War Savings Cer- ||}
|| ificate Stamp ?

Because the War Savings Corlificate Stump
bears interest and the Thrift Stamps do not.

What becomes of the money I pay for a
| stamp 2

1118 a loan to (he United States Gevernment.

How can my 25 cents really felp?
A Joan of only 25 cents by every person In the
Nation will provide the United States Govern-
ment with 26 million dollars, P—
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on page 2, s card sthould be LAHNGD Ik
ora WARSAVINGS CERTIICATE SIAMP for
which you will be paid on
Jan.l, l923
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
THRIFT CARD

Take good care of your Thrift Card. If your
Thrift Card is lost the money paid for stamps
can not be recovered.

Thrift Stamps are on sale at post offices,
|J;mk:. Lrust uuu]xmicn. and other author-
ized agencies.

Aflix only 25-cent U, S, Govemment Thrifl Stemps in spaces below. Do not we Postage Stampa,

K Yyoua want lo

saceeed, save,

Theilt i the power

o save,

[l first prineiple of moncy-

making i moocy saving.

Doa't put of "ull

toamonow,

A peany saved i a
penny gained.

All {ortunes have their
foundations ladd in theft,

9

Many a little

makes o mickle,

10

Saving creates

. g 1
iauspenuenee,

Thailt begine with

little savings.

12
,\frnvy p]m'w' ot interert
works 1]‘1)' and night
in wet and diry weather,

13

Save and have.

14

Gireat oaks from littke

SCOIBA prow,

15

W'uur not;

want not,
16

Leatn economy and you
atast on the 1oad 1o success,

Important.—When you have affixed the sixteen

e -

25~cent U. S, Government Thrift Stamps representing
$4, take this card to a poat office, bank, or other authorized agent, pay the number of cents indicated below
the month in which the exchange is made, and you will receive o War Savings Certificate Stamp for which you
will be paid $5 on January 1, 1923, Such payment and exchange must be made during the year 1918.
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Innovative U.S. War Boﬁﬁ‘og?ar;
Offset Cost of World War 1

Seldom-seen War Savings stamps are
momentos of an eye-opening phenomenon in
American history — the mass mobilization of
citizens from all walks of life to finance the
World War 1 effort. And they're handsomely -~ 8
engraved ~ a perfect complement 10 your l

e

g3

amp collection!
axation paid one third of the S35 billion
war budget. Average Americans paid the WS/

e
-

re lu:?

paign was used 10 introduce every In 1917, 85 was
10 the new concept of interest-bearing bonds. equal io
War Savings stamps were issued by the  foday’s we

Treasury Nepariment and sold in post offices
and banks. The 25¢ Thrift Stamps were marketed to children while their parents were encour
aged to purchase the $5 War Savings Certificate stamp, The program was so successful it was
psed again during World War IL. A neat piece of the past you’ll be proud to own!

Mint Used
WSI1.X 1917 25¢ Deep Green War Savings, US .. $16.00 $3.00
WS2.X 1917 $5 Deep Green War Savings, U 100.00 25.00

Scarce WW I War Savings Stamp is
History You Can Hold!

Own mint World War | War Savings Stamips - a neat piece of American
history unknown to most collectors!

Issued in 1919 to pay debts incurred during World War I, this stamp was
sold at every Post Office and by every clerk and carrier. Millions of dollars
were raised 10 help offset the war effort.  War Savings Certificates were
redeemable for U.S. Treasury War Certificates. Defense Bonds or War
Bonds. The face shows how much the cost of investment was during cach
month of 1920 and that its value would be S5 in 1925. =

History vou can hold in vour hands - order vours now

WSS — War Savings Certificate
Missing From Maost Collections

WSS 1919 $5 War Savings Certificate, Mint, U.S. ... S7‘)5:()ll

And don’t forget the Liberty Loan
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Postcard Vs. a Letter?







Yesteryeat’s Postcards

Think of them as today’s email & texting

m There was expedient mail delivery in the olden days
Golden age (Late 1890s into eatly 20™ Centuty)
Inexpensive for the sender, special postage rate
Gazillians available, mint or used, WWI or other topics
Free postage from (and sometimes to) the front

Limited time — limited message

m Some PCs promised a letter to come
PCs were encouraged-easier to censor than letters

Postcard blasts by unit (Ariving home on...)



Organizing a Collection

It goes back to Carl Linnaeus-It’s my problem!

= Only when it got interesting
1000s of ways to conceptualize-Skin a cat?

Specialty collections

= Hquipment, tanks, flame throwers, & home front
The good news...No rules...collect what you want

Generalized approaches

= Chronological: Tell the story with postcards

= Players, countries, armies. ..



Topical Vs. Thematic

Sopwith Pups
Ferdinand Foch
Edith Cavell

Trench life
Trench foot
Belleau Wood

m The air war

m Allied War Leaders

m War atrocities,
propaganda

m Ypres salient; Verdun

® Nursing care in the war

m U.S. Marines



Topical-Thematic Collecting

m Theaters

m Fastern Front, Africa, Mesopotamia,

® By country
m AEF, France, the home front
m Battle site/Area

m Somme, Marne, Tannenberg, Jutland, Falklands

m Postcard documents; i.e. POW (Guess where I am?);
Red cross (I'm OK, but...)

m Postcard Books (Usually a sector ze. Ypres, Fismes)

m Related: Plebiscites, Propaganda, Post-war
memorials, WWI Art,



Search beyond the war ...
m History of Germany, RF, (1914-1919)...
m Authors (1.e. Graves, Sassoon, Remarque)
m People (1.e. Kaiser, Clemenceau, Wilson)
m Plebiscites — WWII
® The Ruhr, der Rhein
B Town names
m Hyperinflation

m Art, architecture



Where does Pershing go?

General 1.|x‘l'f»lging at L'::nupai.\', N. J. Hebh. 28, 1920

m Allied leaders?

m The AEF?

m Post war life of JJP?
® The Armistice?

B American heroes?



Where can one get WWI PCs?

Postcard and stamp shows (Google your area)
Flea markets, Postcard box in antique shops
Trading with other collectors

Internet (For the special stutf)
= Postcard websites
= Auctions such as eBay

Postcard Stores z.e. Northeast, MD

Museum Shops (Reproductions, paintings)
Modern Publishers ze. Dover for repro PCs
Auctions/Catalogs (Listed under deltiology.)



What determines a PC’s Cost?

m Condition, condition, & condition
m “It’s all relative, as it depends who is buying.”

m P?s collection
m Topic, Message, postal history, signature, ez al.
m Rarity (ze. the postmark, the card itself...)
m Source of sale
m Caveat emptor ...

m Initial stock is cheap. Filling holes can be $$$



Etiologies of Collecting

m A gene?

® The devil!

m [ ike original sin, it’s just there

m A virus, something we catch or catches us

m A quirk up to a personality disorder

® “You know Bill, he just can’t help himself.”

B ‘] do it for stress relief.”

= (FDR’s stamp collection. “I owe my life...”)



Collector Behaviors 1

m Start: A Collector Vs. an Accumulator
B Some are very serious, others are compulsive
B Travel to attend shows and exhibits

m Read and own reference literature on topic

= Many into research regarding their collection
m Paul Von Lettow-Vorbeck exhibit

m Hnter their material into competitions

m Keep records and lists



Collector Behaviors 11

® Tend to be orderly and organized

B Own from a shoebox full of  Vs.a  room

® Or morel!ll
m Very generous with sharing material and info
m Belong to collecting organizations

m Can overspend



Is collecting a primal drive?

In Flagrante Collecto

(caught in the act of collecting)

Marilynn Gelfman Karp
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THE AWKWARD SQUAD




A dr;' crowd at the trenches - Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio,




Postmarked the 13tk
August 1918,
Newport News, VA,
Stuart Branch to his
sister in West
Milton, OH






“REVEILLE"

UNCLE SAM'S SOLDI

1975—BAKIN s
CAMP SHERMAN, CHILICOTHE, O.




Postmark: 6SEP17 Ft. Sheridan

Received your letter and
clippings and sure was
pleased. We do not get any
time to write letters but will
try to get one to you in a few
days. After a long hike with
heavy packs today several
fellows fainted. [t sure was a
march. Will .

T o Miss Carohne Young, 103
. Wilson St. Madison, Wisc.




Lecture on Trench Fighting at Camp Lee, Md.

Merritt Hall, the Enlisted Men's Club of Camp Merritt, N. J.
Supervised by Army Chaplains.




Postmarked the 19% May 1918,
Merritt Branch, Jersey City, NJ

To: Mr. William Lewis of Carthage,
NY.

Dear Friend: Well, I have just got
back to God’s country and will be

home soon to see you. Will tell you
more about it when I see you than 1
can write. Maynard
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BEF Humor
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PART SIX
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Who said it was a black & white war?
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Officinl Photograph of La Section Photographique/”
de I'Armeée l‘nmc;uisc iwnned by NEWSPAPER
ILLUSTRATIONS Ltd,, 16la, Strand, W.C,
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Eastern Front




Italian Front (facsimile)

Italijanski vojaki na Batog.nici\

12l in zalozil KOB m\l\\l f‘_Uazl s

~3 - ﬂﬁ-‘.
——— . - g - -
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Postcard purchased at
the Caporetto Museum
In Slovenia










Austria

315" January 1919

Here is three of them in a
little shack where they give
orders to the arter where to
shoot you see the
camouflage roof that is to
fool the airoplanes (si)
Good luck to all from Al
(This 1s not postmarked.
May have been enclosed in a
lettert.
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Dogger Bank, 24 January 1915.
Postcard is dated the 28® Feb 1916
from Achen, Germany
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Armistice
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Souvenirs abound

Date -
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UL Pare

FORET de COMPIEGNE - L'e Monumaont de I'Armistice, pros Rethondes
(René COMPAIN, héros de Ia Grande Guerre, gardien du Menument)




.

: | \
FORET do COM PIGGNE‘.—— Lo Carrefour de Marmistice, prés Rethondes
Emplacement dd Wagon des Plénipotentialres allemands




Post-War Liberty: 3 & 4/1919

“This is where the YMCA is
located at.”

A PC to Miss Anna Haas of
Stettlersville, Lehigh Co., PA



“Am on a leave just now. Best of eats
finest hotels, and if | had a few million
francs, would like to stay here. The
prettiest town | ever seen. Will write to
you later. Pvt. AE Wagner 316 Inf.
Supply Co. APO 771 (To Sunbury, PA)



Sailed jrom Si. Nazaire, France, |

Arrived at
on Board U S. S. ANTIGONE







DEPARTMENT FOR RECEPTION SILDIER'S MAIL
X OF RETURNING TROORS NO POSTAGE IF

e \'i':-' s \‘\"-j’P—.ﬁs“t C q 1. d n.u:ianz.:zon

3 TG OTHERWISE
For Address Only 2c POSTAGE
REQUIRED.

—

Date

Arrived to-day Transport

Going to Camp__:. . .;

Wi!l write from there as soon as possible.

Name "=

Unit




” l ‘nml a wireless slation
Within my heart loday,
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Since Hrst you woenl away
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Ruins, ruins, and more ruins

W g
-~
‘

~
—
¥

2000 = TITRIE Seation phitographique do I'Armto - M, M™




ment

o

ard

@
=)
=
i)}
D
o8]
=
[
|
I~
X
o

Qmo

1

‘ERRE 19

-
APELLE aprés ie b

b

RANDE

:
C

LA
S

RA

’
2 NN
o '

o - \







?

7

irig =

B,




—~

-;,‘.-;'-~-t-(f)-f. Y C:J"_Do b3,
pprs Co- 7 TTHII o\ RTE POST!
Act L/t La-Forces 4/ 2 L

4RO 760"
CORI

RESPONL

’.-




Memorials
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8. - PARIS — Tombeau du Soldat Inconnu
The Unknown Soldiet's Tumb
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Celebrating

Davani s Cénotaphe - La cel

LES FETES DE LA VICTOIRE A PARIS — 14 JUILLEY 1818
Le Délilg - Marins Américains




VICTORY PARADE, NewYork,
Homecomiing 27th Division, Passing theJewel Arch,
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Trophies
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Mourning

MUSEE DE L'ARMEE Eglise des Invalides « NOS MARTYRS pour le Dralt ot la Libertd »

Par Joseee Aunerr (1016)
ARMY MUSEUM — Invalid Church — « OUR MARTYRS for Right and Freedom », by Jos.rw Avpiw Vi,
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Au Seuil de la Cathédrale !

POUR LA PATRIE.




Self-made Postcards







Red Cross & WMCA

PAIX SUR LA TERRE
—— AUX HOMMES —/—
DE BONNE VOLONTE

= LES FOYERS DU SOLDAT faen

w5 S UNION FRANCO_ AMERICAINE

;;;;;;
4 o T S

Fnom AN AMERICAN RED CROSS L. 0 C. CANTEEN IN FRANCE.



Salvation Army

With the A E. F. in France




6/15/19

Dear Aunt Eva, I came across Ralph and
Hubert today and they are both looking fine
and guess shall get along alright in good
shape and get a great experience. They are
here in Brest and I am on my way home and
I was very glad to see them both. Hope you
are all well. Hope to be home soon and can

talk to you all.
Sgt 1/c WH. Upham, AEF Brest
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Home Fires

Round the camp-fires
T'Uddg 91011)

Scenes of Home-life~

come Clﬂd 80.
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Posted from Upton Branch, Brooklyn,
NY the 215t June 1918 (Friday)

Dear Sister, The box came today and
many thanks. I will be glad to have
you come Sunday and bring Helen. If I
should be called in the meantime, I
will telephone you but be early as we
may be sent out Sunday afternoon.
With best wishes to all. [ am

Bring some candy and my watch.




Picture card Booklets

To mahe the
World safe

for democrocy
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Personalities
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Aufgenommen von Jhrer Majestat der Kaiserin und Kanigin im Juli 815
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For those with an inquiring mind
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Clifford Beal (1879-1956) On the Hudson at Newburgh, 1918
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Retrospective PCs from
In Flanders Fields Museum
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Postcard Souvenir Books
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EPOPEE pE LA GRANDE GUERRE 19141918
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Bombard/g par les ALLEMANDS
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Textes Francais et Anglais




CE QUILS ONT FAIT
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24 Cartes peostales détachables avec vues phetetypiques

Avant et Apres
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Before and After
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SOUVENIR POSTCARD BOOKLET

Made exclusively for National World War | Museum
vaww.theworldwar.org
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US $8.95




Compilations

POSTCARDS

FROM

Introduction by
Andrew Roberts



BRITISH POSTCARDS

OF THE
FIRST WORLD WAR
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Contact Info

Paul Petersen
717.299.5640
pcpetersen(@comecast.net



