
Jim at 394-5118 and sign up 
for a couple of hours if you 
haven’t already done so.  

Our auction of items do-
nated by Jim Lymen, at the 
March meeting, yielded 
$309.50 for the club. Thanks 
to Jim and his generous 
donation and to all who bid 
and bought some treasures.  

See you all at the next meet-
ing on Wednesday, April 
09th.  

Eleanor  

Club Members: 

LANCOPEX 2008 

April 26th & 27th 

I want to extend greetings 
to fellow club members and 
visitors. I was delighted to 
see so many at our last 
meeting and how quickly 
the “lick and stick” went. 
My thanks to everyone. 

As you know, the annual 
Lancopex stamp exhibition 
and bourse is fast ap-
proaching. Folks, we all 

need to consider how we 
may help get the show up 
and running. Jim Boyles is 
doing his usual wonderful 
job of organizing the deal-
ers and exhibits. Your help 
Is needed in setting up the 
tables and exhibit frames 
on Friday evening, April 
25th through the close of 
the show on Sunday, April 
27th at 4:00 PM. We also 
need greeters and people to 
sell snacks during show 
hours on Saturday and 
Sunday. Please, please call 

P h i l a t e l i c So c i e t y o f 
La n c a s t e r Co u n t y 

M e s s a g e F ro m t h e P re s i d e n t 
Eleanor Whee le r 

Tonight’s PowerPoint will 
cover FDR’s life as depicted 
through stamps, postal history, 
and related political issues. 

Starting with a brief bio-
graphical review, the topics 
will address FDR as a collec-
tor, his input on US stamp 
design and production, his  
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Frank l in D . Roo seve l t -St amp Czar 

PSLC Meet s t he sec ond 
Wednesday of the month at 
BlueBird Commons/Wood Crest 
Villa at 7:00 PM 

President: 

     Eleanor Wheeler 

Vice President: 

     William P. Snyder 

Secretary: 

     Lori Hostetler 

Treasurer: 

     Clair Smith 

Newsletter Editor: 

    Paul Petersen; 717.299.5640 

I n s id e th i s i s s u e : 

From the President- 
Eleanor Wheeler 
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April Program–  
FDR: Stamp Czar  

1 

LCPS Meeting Min-
utes-Dianne Meek 
Treasury Update  

2 

90th Anniversary: 
Inverted Jenny 

2 

Club notes, 
State Collections 

3 

FDR Month; 
Vacation Travel 

3 

Musings: Termonde, 
A Belgian Stamp 
Adventure 
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Club Meeting: Wednesday, 09th April at 7:00 PM 

  BlueBird Commons. Tonight’s host is Al Schaub 

relationship with APS, Hyde 
Park (NY), and the subsequent 
auction of his philatelic estate.       

The presentation will be re-
plete with numerous stamps, 
covers,  post cards, and other 
ephemera and references re-
garding  America’s foremost 
Stamp collecting president.   

Wa n t e d : P h i l a t e l i c J o u r n a l i s t s 
Your C lub Needs You 

When he turned over the news-
letter to me, former PSLC 
editor and chief, Dick Wheeler, 
warned it that it is tough at the 
top, always facing that blank 
screen while waiting for all the 
submissions to arrive over the 
waves or in the mail. Beside 

the president, secretary, and 
treasurer, I  have received 
some news from Al Schaub 
and Truyde Greiner. But more 
is needed. So all of you  po-
tential Luft Award winners, let 
me hear from you. Philatelic 
news is always welcome, but 

consider submitting your fa-
vorite philatelic web site. How 
does it advance your collect-
ing? What is your favorite 
stamp and why? How did you 
get started in collecting? How 
are you sharing the hobby with 
others? Please let me know. Ed 



9 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e I n v e r t e d J e n n y 
Celeb ra te Amer ica ’s Mos t Famous Stamp 

M i n u t e s F ro m t h e S e c re ta r y 
Dianne Meek-Ac t ing Reco rd ing Sec re t a r y 

members might use the 
newsletter to inform club 
members of what they need 
in the philatelic literature. 
Members thought this was a 
good idea. The business 
meeting was adjourned at 
7:27 PM for snacks and 
preparation of postcard mail-
ings announcing Lancopex. 
Eleanor reconvened the club 
to begin the auction of the 
James Layman Collection 
with all proceeds going to 
the club. The Treasury: 
Opening balance (01st Janu-
ary) $3929.94; Income 
$ 1 7 8 1 . 2 5 ; E x p e n s e s 
$1558.23; Closing Balance 
(29th February) $4152.96. 
PSLC has 2 CDs for a total 
of $4202.98 with Fulton 
Bank in Lancaster. 

Eleanor Wheeler called the 
meeting order at 7:05 PM 
and the sun is still shining… 
Minutes and Announce-
ments:  January minutes as 
appearing in the February 
newsletter were approved. 
Bob Noble introduced his 
neighbor and new member, 
Vern Martin. Eleanor read a 
letter from Tom Howard on 
his approval service and 
listed upcoming stamp 
shows (See Club Notes).  
Lancopex: Jim Boyles cir-
culated a sign-up sheet for 
those wishing to contribute 
$5 as a patron to be listed in 
the Lancopex program. He 
also passed around sign-up 
sheets for Lancopex volun-
teers with times, dates, and 
locations. In case you 

missed them, they will be re-
circulated in April prior to 
the event. Old Business: 
Ray Baardsen announced 
that with the temporal prox-
imity of the Reading Stamp 
show to the Mega Event in 
Manhattan this fall, he will 
not be able to organize the 
annual multi-club trek. Elea-
nor expressed appreciation 
for the newsletter. If anyone 
is not getting the email or 
hard copy newsletter or has 
changed addresses, please 
inform Bob Noble. New 
Business: Paul Petersen 
followed up on development 
of a club wide literature da-
tabase. No interest was ex-
pressed. Rather than shelv-
ing the idea completely, Roy 
Baardsen recommended that 

and then come back for his. In 
fact, when he delivered the 
Jennies to Eugene Klein in 
Philadelphia a week later (for 
$15,000), his father in law went 
with him with an  empty brief-
case as a decoy should the “G-
men” try to snatch them away. 

Roby was just the beginning of 
the story. Klein fortunately 
numbered each stamp and im-
mediately resold the sheet to 
Col. Ned Green, an eccentric 
NY millionaire collector. Green 
kept some blocks for himself 
and sold the rest using Klein as 
his agent. The narratives of the 
sales, thefts, and disasters are 
fascinating. But as troubling is 
the lack of internal consistency 
in the early days. Interviews 
contradicted published articles,  

(Continued on page 3) 

The date of the May club meet-
ing will mark the 90th anniver-
sary of the discovery of the 
inverted Jenny. On the 14th May 
1918, Wm. T. Robey purchased 
a sheet of 100 24¢ airmail 
stamps only to find the blue 
vignette inverted within the red 
frame in every stamp. He was a 
new stamp collector but on a 
fast and savvy learning curve. 
He had previously shared with 
others the possibility of an error 
given the double printing run to 
produce the stamp, one for the 
airplane and the other for the 
frame. After all, it was only 17 
years earlier with the produc-
tion of the 1901 Pan American 
issue when inversions were 
found in three of the six stamp 
set. He was going to get in the 
lottery. 

To do my part, I requested a 
copy of Amick’s book on the 
topic from the Am. Phil. Res. 
Library in Bellefonte. While it 
was a little pricy, the process 
was easy; I had the book in 
about 4 days. Robey immedi-
ately set out to market the 
stamps through newspapers, 
philatelic periodicals, and 
dealer contacts. Through the 
naiveté of a co worker, two 
postal inspectors were at his 
place of work within an hour of 
purchase, and they later inter-
viewed his wife. Suspecting 
this, he did not return home 
until late, and they had already 
left. At his office they de-
manded the sheet of inverts. 
Robey informed them that they 
had better confiscate all the 
1869 and Pan American inverts 
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You, the Readership 

Amick, G. (1986). The In-
verted Jenny: Money, Mys-
tery, and Mania. Sidney, 
OH: Amos Press 

Does anyone know about these stock 
certificates issued by the APS years 
ago? This one is from August, 1892. 

World-
wide 

Collectors 
Rule! 



Tr a v e l P l a n s a n d C o l l e c t in g 
O r w h a t a b o u t i n t r i g u i n g p o s t ma rk s? 

and diary entries differed from 
the evidence.  

Amick narrates the stories of 
the sales and ownership of the 
Jennies into the 1980s. But even 
with this detail, for some 
stamps it is still hard to deter-
mine a provenance. In the early 
sales during  the 20s-30s full 
records were not kept and some 
buyers wanted anonymity. But 
lacking this data, America’s 
most famous stamp still reigns. 

P S L C C l u b N o t e s  
Pa rk ing , Lancopex , Membersh ip , Shows & Le t t e r s 

Membership: Vern Martin is 
the newest member. Born in 
Berlin, he has been a collector 
since he was ten when he sorted 
stamps for the Hawid Co. next 
door. Shows: DELPEX will be 
held 12 April in New Castle, 
DE. SCOPEX on 21-22 June. A 
letter from Tom Howard of-
fered 40 free stamps with those 
who wish to participate in his 
approval service.  A Postcard 
was received from Al Schaub’s 
former shipmate, Joe Munci, 
asking if the PSLC newsletter is 
available in Spanish.  

A quic k not e on parking 
at Woodc re s t Villa. There 
a re a good n u m ber of vis i-
tor s pa ces ou ts ide of 
Blu eBird Com m on s , bu t 
th is is n ot in fin ite. Sh ou ld 
th ese s pa ces be filled 
wh en you a r r ive, you m a y 
pa rk in th e Em ployees 
Pa rk in g Lot . Th is is ju s t 
a cros s th e s treet from th e 
vis itors lot . It is em pty 
a n d open to PSLC clu b 
m em ber’s overflow. Plea se 
do not park in spaces des-
ign a ted with “Res iden t 

Parking.” Lanc opex up-
date. J im Boyles repor ts 
th a t p la n s con t in u e a n d 
th a t h e will re-circulate 
th e s ign -u p s h eets a t th e 
Apr il m eet in g for va r iou s 
ta s ks n eeded th rou gh ou t 
th e weeken d . Th is in -
clu des m eet in g a n d greet-
in g; s n a ck ba r , door 
p r izes ; regis tra t ion ; ch il-
d ren ’s ta b le; s et u p , b rea k 
down & clea n -u p ; a n d 
va r iou s oth er ta s ks . Th is 
is th e clu b ’s b ig even t of 
the year, so let’s go for it! 

J im Th orpe), exp lorers , 
a n d oth er fa m ou s Pen n -
s ylva n ia n s on ou r US 
s ta m ps , es pecia lly ea r lier 
on es wh en PA wa s cen tra l 
to th e cou n try’s on s et a n d 
s u bs equ en t h is tory? An d 
don ’t forget th a t USA/ PA 
pos ta l icon , Ben Fra n k lin , 
Am erica n Min is ter to th e 
Fren ch cou r t du r in g th e 
wa r wa s a t ireles s collec-
tor of number 1s! 

In h er Refres h er Cou rse 
in a p reviou s is s u e of 
Linn’s S tam p New s , J a n et 
Klu g wrote a bou t th e 
top ic of s ta te collect ion s . 
Sh e is from Oh io a n d 
iden t ified m a n y s ta m ps 
from h er s ta te th a t a re 
ea s ily a cces s ib le a t a rea -
s on a b le cos t . Com piled , 
these stamps tell the story 
of Oh io’s h is tory, peop le, 
a n d cu ltu re. How a bou t a 

Pen n s ylva n ia collect ion , a 
collect ion from on e’s n a -
t ive s ta te or a rela t ive’s 
n a t ive cou n try? Th ere a re 
s ta m ps with th e PA fla g, 
s ta te b ird , s ta te t ree, a n d 
m a n y oth ers . Th ere is 
Wm . Pen n , Pen n Sta te 
Un ivers ity, a n d “Greet in gs 
from Pen n s ylva n ia .” How 
m a n y p res iden ts a re from 
PA? Na m e s om e PA a u -
th ors , s por ts figu res (IE 
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Don’t Miss May’s  
Club Meeting: 
Auction,Treasures? 

April is FDR Month 
In the recent edition of Stamp Maga-
zine of the UK was a short but inter-
esting article related to FD Roose-
velt, the subject of the April PSLC 
PowerPoint program. It concerned a 
gift from Josef Stalin to FDR at the 
time of the conference at the Yalta in 
1944, a philatelic gift, specifically 
Scott # C68a, a surcharged and over-
printed 10 kopek stamp of August, 
1935. The article asked if this gift 
was Stalin’s attempt to influence 
FDR in the post war settlement of 
Europe. At the conference, Stalin 
believed he should be given control 
of Eastern Europe for helping to win 
WWII. Churchill had been marginal-
ized, so decisions and promises at 
Yalta were largely between Stalin 

and an ailing Roosevelt.  The stamp 
in question was one of a 10 issue set 
to commemorate the seven aviators 
who rescued the crew of the ice-
breaker Chelyuslin and its scientific 
expedition. As the ship floundered 
and broke apart, the crew escaped to 
floating ice. For their bravery, all 
pilots were named Heros of the So-
viet Union. Depicted on the 10 ko-
pek issue was  S. A. Levanevsky, 
and this stamp was later overprinted 
to commemorate his upcoming polar 
flight from Moscow to San Fran-
cisco. Unfortunately Levanevsky 
and his crew were killed on their 
second attempt. The overprint varie-
ties contain some errors, and one 
mistake is a full inversion. This lat-
ter stamp is considered a jewel of 
Soviet philately and was a choice 
gift to Roosevelt from Stalin at 
Yalta.    

A P e n n s y l v a n i a St a t e C o l l e c t i o n 
The Ph i l a t e l i c way to  St udy Sta t e Hi s to ry 

Inverted Jenny 
Continued here 

Are you planning a summer 
vacation, either domestic or 
international? If so, make it a 
philatelic journey. Check 
Linn’s or Scott’s for new list-
ings, and mark your trek ac-
cordingly. If you are into postal 
history, why not look for exotic 
postmarks that may only be a 
short detour from your planned 
route. Travel always opens up  
possibilities, so enhance your 
collection as you go. 



I a m a recycler of 
books , CD, videos , bot t les 
a n d pa per , a n d even 
s ta m p clu b s lide s h ows of 
WWI rela ted s ta m ps a n d 
pos ta l h is tory. My wife’s 
a dvis e wa s to fa ke th e 
s ta m p pa r t if I h a d to bu t 
n ot th e wa r s tu ff, n ot with 
a ll th os e exper ts in th e 
a u d ien ce. Th is in clu ded 
h is tor ia n s , a u th ors , p ro-
fes s ors , m ilita ry exper ts , 
a n d a few oth er a rm a -
tu res like m e. Wh ile a 
lit t le in t im ida t in g to s ta r t , 
th e d in n er a n d p resen ta -
t ion wen t well. Yea rs of 
college tea ch in g p repa red 
m e to work th e room , a n d 
I a n s wered s om e qu es -
t ion s a n d a sked oth ers of 
th e a u d ien ce, in clu d in g 
on e a bou t th e 65¢ Ter-
m on de s ta m p. Did a n yon e 
kn ow…? Th e la s t com -
m en t ca m e from th e jou r-
n a l ed itor wh o th a n ked 
m e a n d th en rem a rked 
th a t in a ll h is yea rs pa r -
t icipa t in g in th e s em in a rs , 
h e h a d n ever exper ien ced 
a qu es t ion for wh ich n o 
on e in th e a u d ien ce h a d 
a n a n s wer (refer r in g to 
Term on de). It wa s t im e I 
let Termonde go. 

Fa s t forwa rd to a 
few weeks a go a s I pu r-
s u ed “Linn’s Ph ila te lic 
G e m s -2 ” b y D o n n a 
O’Keefe. Th ere wa s m y 
s ta m p on pa ge 22 , excep t 
th is wa s th e in ver ted va r i-
ety (139a ) va lu ed a t over 
$50K. Bu t in clu ded wa s a 
b r ief h is tory of wh a t h a p -
pen ed to th e town . Yes , 
Term on de wa s in th e wa r . 
Appa ren t ly th e town s peo-
p le refu sed to pa y th e 
h ea vy fin es im pos ed on 
th em by th e n ewly occu -
pyin g Germ a n s wh o th en 
leveled th e town by bu rn -
in g th e bu ild in gs a n d 
h ou s es . Wh ile it is a s a d 
s tory, it s h owed th a t ph i-
la tely h a d a n a n s wer 
wh ere m odern h is tor ia n s 
were silent.. 

M u s i n g s F ro m T h e E d i t o r 
Ter monde : A Be lg i an S t amp Adven tu re 

Wh en I retu rn ed 
t o s t a m p c o lle c t in g 
a rou n d 2000 , it wa s J eff 
Leva n wh o s h a red h is 
Afr ica n colon ia ls , poin t in g 
ou t th e bea u ty of “rea l” 
en gra ved s ta m ps . I wa s 
h ooked , es pecia lly on th e 
bi-colou rs , a ccu m u la t in g 
them when I could.  

Su b s equ en t ly, I 
ob ta in ed pa r t of a n en -
gra ved b i-colou r Belgia n 
s et (116-121) of 1915-
1 9 2 0 c o m m e m o r a t in g 
a t rocit ies in flicted on th is 
cou n t r y d u r in g WWI. 
Th es e s ta m ps were for m y 
WWI a ccu m u la t ion . Im -
m ed ia tely I recogn ized th e 
Cloth Ha ll vign et te in 
Ypres on the 35¢ stamp, a 
m a gn ificen t 16 th cen tu ry 
s t r u c t u r e wh ich wa s 
ra zed du e to th e s h ell fire 
in th e fa ll of 1914 . (Th e 
bu ild in g wa s u s ed for 
Br it is h a r t illery observa -
t ion du e to its h eigh t , a n d 
a s s u ch beca m e a ta rget 
for th e Germ a n s .) Th e 
rem a in s of Cloth Ha ll be-
ca m e th e a llied s ym bol of 
resistance in that unoccu-
p ied s liver of Belgiu m . By 
1966 Cloth Ha ll h a d been 
rebu ilt to specifica t ion s . 
Th e 40¢ s ta m p (green a n d 
b la ck ) dep icts th e b r idge 
a t Din a n t , s ite of a rep r i-
s a l m a s s a cre of 664 Bel-
gia n civilia n s a n d ch il-
d ren . Du r in g th e in it ia l 
in va s ion , th e wor ld cla s s 
lib ra ry a t Lou va in wa s 
looted , s a cked , a n d de-
s t royed ; th is is p ictu red 
on a bea u t ifu l s ca r let a n d 
b la ck 50¢ s ta m p (a n d is 
on m a n y la ter is s u ed 
s t a m p s of Be lgiu m ). 
Pr in ted in 1920 wa s th e 
65¢ cla ret a n d b la ck 
s ta m p resem blin g th e ea r -
lier s er ies (Scot t 139). Th e 
vign et te con ta in s th e in -
ta ct town h a ll a t Ter-
m on d e (a ls o la b e le d 
Den derm on de in Flem is h . 
Like Ca n a da Belgiu m is 
bilingual).  

Now h ere lies th e 
p rob lem . Wh a t h a ppen ed 
a t Term on de? Wa s th e 
town h a ll des t royed? If s o, 
wh y? I s pen t cou n t les s 
u n s u cces s fu l h ou rs in m y 
books t ir in g to fin d ou t 
th e role, if a n y, of Ter-
m on de in th e wa r . Th en 
ca m e m y ch a n ce; it wa s 
th e Wes tern Fron t As s o-
cia t ion , a h is tor ica l s tu dy 
grou p of th e 1914-1918 
wa r , it s p recu rs ors , a n d 
a ft e r m a t h . Ou r E a s t 
Coa s t Bra n ch m eets in 
Ba lt im ore a few t im es a 
yea r . Th ere a re a ls o n a -
t ion a l s em in a rs a n n u a lly 
wh ich a ltern a te between 
th e ea s t a n d wes t coa s ts . 
Wh en h eld with in a da y’s 
d r ive, I t ry to a t ten d . At 
th e 2003 con feren ce, a 
few s pea kers cou ld n ot 
get to Qu a n t ico beca u se 
of th e h u rr ica n e th a t h it 
th e ea s t coa s t a n d d is -
ru p ted t ra n spor ta t ion a n d 
oth er s ervices . If I h a d m y 
s lides , I cou ld h a ve ea s ily 
filled in . So for th e 2005 
con feren ce to be h eld 
09 / 05 in Newpor t News , I 
offered m y s lides a s em er-
gen cy fill in to th e Pro-
gra m Com m it tee. Th en 
ca m e h u rr ica n e Ka tr in a 
a n d its a fterm a th to th e 
Texa s coa s t . Th e ca ll 
ca m e th e n igh t before I 
left . “Ca n you b r in g you r 

s lide s h ow,? Th e  ba n -
qu et / keyn ote s pea ker is 
s tu ck in Texa s a s a ir 
fligh ts were sh u t down or 
ba cked u p for s evera l 
da ys .” I wa s p la n n in g to 
ta ke m y book for th is a u -
thor to autograph.  
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FDR coming  to Lancas-
ter in April. Don’t miss it. 
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