
s pecia l th a n k you to 
Ma rilyn Sh ir ley wh o 
don a ted cook ies a n d 
b rown ies th a t were 
deliciou s , s old very 
well a n d m a de a clea r 
profit for the club. 

My n ext goa l is to p re-
pa re a m a n u a l of jobs 
a n d in form a tion for 
La n copex th a t ca n be 
pa s s ed on from on e 
a dm in is tra t ion to a n -
other.  

  Eleanor 

Th is m on th I h a d th e 
p lea s u ra b le ta s k of 
p repa r in g th e p rogra m 
for La n cop ex-2008, 
ou r 2 3 r d a n n u a l  
s h ow a n d bou rs e. Pre-
pa r in g th e p rogra m is 
a grea t wa y to p review 
a n d a pp recia te a ll th e 
work th a t is requ ired 
to b r in g th is s h ow to-
gether. 

Th en s ta r t in g on Fr i-
day evening, the team-
work bega n . Twelve 
peop le ca m e to s et u p 
th e ta b les a n d exh ib it 
fra m es . On Sa tu rda y 

a n d Su n da y we h a d 
those same people and 
m a n y m or e wh o 
worked a t th e en -
tra n ce, greet in g a n d 
s ign in g in vis itors , 
work in g th e clu b ta b le 
and snack  tables, and 
order in g a n d deliver-
in g lu n ch es for dea l-
ers , ju dges , a n d a n y-
on e els e. We a re a ll 
gra tefu l to a ll of u s 
wh o h elped b r in g a n -
oth er s h ow to fru it ion . 
THANK YOU a ll, a n d 
es pecia lly J im Boyles 
wh o kn ows a ll! An d a 

P h i l a t e l i c So c i e t y o f 
La n c a s t e r Co u n t y 

M e s s a g e F ro m t h e P re s i d e n t 
Eleanor Whee le r 

Do you recall the philatelic 
New Year’s Resolution you 
made a while back? Well, 
your time has come. This 
May’s auction will be the 
opportunity to recycle some of 
your items that are doubles or 
are of no interest. Remember 
that one collector’s double is 
another’s treasure. And while 
you are at it, take the time to 
see what else will be on the 
auction block that may help 

A n A f f i l i a t e o f t h e A m e r i c a n P h i l a t e l i c 
S o c i e t y : J a m e s B u c h a n a n C h a p t e r , # 1 7 3 

C l u b A u c t i o n : P ro g r a m - M a y, 2 0 0 8   

PSLC Meet s t he sec ond 
Wednesday of the month (except 
August)  at BlueBird Commons/
Wood Crest Villa at 7:00 PM 

President: 

     Eleanor Wheeler 

Vice President: 

     William P. Snyder 

Secretary: 

     Lori Hostetler 

Treasurer: 

     Claire Smith 

Newsletter Editor: 

    Paul Petersen; 717.299.5640 

I n s id e th i s i s s u e : 

From the President- 
Eleanor Wheeler 

1 

Royal Mail, 
Book Review  

2 

LCPS Meeting Min-
utes-Lori Hostetler 

2 

Exhibit Winners, 
Snack Hosts 

3 

Dealer Satisfaction, 
FDR Auctions 

3 

PSLC Club 
60th Anniversary 

3 

Musings, 
Memories 

4 
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Club Meeting: Wednesday, 14th May at 7:00 PM 

BlueBird Commons. Tonight’s host is Truyde Greiner 

start you off on another col-
lecting interest. 

Note the auction guidelines: 
There is a 10 lot limit, and the 
minimum bid is $1.00 or 
more. Label your lots with 
description, minimum bid,  
catalogue value, and your 
auction number. Auction num-
bers will be assigned when 
you arrive;  there will be time 
to include this information. 

“The stamps that the spy sent told a real story-secret information about the British Army 
and Navy! When he sent a 2-schilling stamp to his friend in Holland, it meant that a 
battleship had just left England. A 1-shilling stamp meant a cruiser. A 5-penny stamp a 
destroyer, and so on. When I figured out this code, I caught my man!” By Captain Tim 
in the Ivory Stamp Club Album. This referred to his  WWI service in the British Intelli-
gence Service with the Censorship Department in determining the source of leaks. Pg.-4 



I s R o y a l Ma i l C o m p e t i n g w i t h U S P S ? 
What to the Br i t i sh say? 

M i n u t e s F ro m t h e S e c re t a r y 
Lor i Hos te t l e r 

$10.00. After a short break, 
Paul Petersen gave a pres-
entation on Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Stamp czar.   

The Treasury-Clair Smith 

Open bal-    $4,152.96 

Income-       $1,590.84 

Expenses-        $76.15

 

Closing bal- $5,667.65 

The meeting was called to 
order by President Eleanor 
Wheeler at 7:06 PM. Lucy 
Eyster has been named as 
Hospitality Hostess. She 
will have nametags in the 
foyer by the sign-up sheet. 
For those bringing monthly 
snacks, please be sure to 
take cups, plates, napkins, as 
needed. The BlueBird Room 
will be open early at 6:30 
PM for those who would 
like to buy, sell, or trade 
with the club meeting to 
start at 7:00 PM sharp. 
James Boyles passed around 
the patron list for Lancopex 
which must be paid for to-
night, as the program is go-

ing to the printer on Mon-
day, the 14th. Help is still 
needed for April 25-27 Lan-
copex. Jim passed around 
the sign-up sheet. A special 
thank you was extended to 
Paul Petersen for the out-
standing job on the newslet-
ter. Paul still needs articles 
and literature for the news-
letter. Please Consider send-
ing him information. The 
June presentation will now 
be held in July. June now 
needs to be filled-perhaps an 
APS presentation? The 
drawing for the $5.00 was 
won by Dave Strayer who 
was not present. Next 
month’s drawing will be 

his company mail is franked, so 
why should stamps be issued if 
they have no postal purpose! 
Yes, folks, it is the same story 
in the old country. This is what 
is so great about collecting; it is  
hard to please everybody 
equally.                              Ed 

 

In the 28th April Readers Opin-
ions in Linn’s, one respondent 
commented that the USPS is 
“trying to meet the needs of 
collectors and help the hobby 
by offering more products at a 
wider range of appeal.” The 
letter that followed added that 
USPS’s “activities are one of 
the reasons why stamp collect-
ing is a dying hobby compared 
to fifty years ago.”   

It is always good for my phila-
telic soul to read the letters in 
Stamp Magazine. Like the USA, 
Royal Mail is reconfiguring to 
the irritation of some stamp 
collectors. Those little red mail-
boxes are disappearing, and 
the classic post offices are be-
ing relocated to the sterile 
shopping malls... Jenni Jones 

from Llanrumney in Wales re-
sponded to a previously pub-
lished letter from John Howe 
who apparently criticized the 
new PO in Cardiff. She found 
this facility to be “a modern, 
well-lit area quite easy to find. 
The philatelic counter is 
manned by friendly ladies.” 
Other letters decried the inat-
tention that Royal Mail pays to 
collectors, especially at their 
philatelic counters. These, like 
their counterparts in the US, are 
declining qualitatively and 
quantitatively. And R . Gillam 
complained about the limitation 
of special stamps, and even 
when printed, they are hard to 
find-if the clerk is even aware of 
them. Finally, Brian Hyner, the 
scoffer, writes that only 5 % of 

P h i l a t e l i c S o c i e t y o f L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y P a g e 2 

A little Postal History…Ross King’s 
(1999) novel, Ex-Libris is one of historical 
fiction, taking place in 1660 London and 
environs with flashbacks to the 1620s 
during a  very troubled Europe. The pro-
tagonist (Issac Inchbold)  is a book seller 
who is employed on an unusual  mission- 
to relocate and procure some books that 
disappeared during the Cromwellian era. 

The story reflects to the Thirty Years War 
on the continent in 1620. The usual differ-
ences in religion caused consternation 
among the kings, and off they went to 
war. As a result, libraries were sacked 
and pillaged. The luckier volumes sur-
vived through sale or hidden storage. 
Many made their way to the UK, as her 
participation was early in the war and very 
ineffectual. Here the books were secure, 
that is until the English Civil War. Many of 
the great Royalist libraries suffered their 
fate from the carnage of war from 1650.  

With the end of the interregnum in 1660, 
many citizens sought to regain their pil-
fered art, books, and other treasurers. Mr. 
Inchbold sets out on his journey and im-
mediately meets with adventure, conspir-
acy, suspense, and skullduggery.  

Ex-Libris is for lovers of books, incunab-
ula, exploration, maps, navigation, inven-
tion, astronomy, alchemy, and old docu-
ments, all combined into an accurately 
written narrative of past times. But what 
will appeal to the philatelist is the postal 
history sprinkled throughout the novel. 
The competition for handling the post was 
fierce among the competitors for the mail 
routes, and it was often dangerous. While 
the Post Offices were corrupt, political, 
and sometimes efficient, they form a 
common thread that links the communica-
tion among the novel’s players, that is 
when it was not intercepted by “officials.” 



P S L C C e l e b r a t e s i t s 7 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y 
Truyde Gre ine r 

May of 2008 is the 70th Anniver-
sary of the Philatelic Society of 
Lancaster County in its present 
form. 

The charter was received from 
the American Philatelic Society 
in May of 1938. In 1998 the 
club had a very nice 60th Birth-
day dinner and Bob Lamb of 

APS presented us with the 
original charger and a copy of 
the American Philatelist with the 
announcement of the event 
which I have in the archives.    

As a club, we might think of 
doing something special to 
celebrate our 75th  Anniversary 
coming up in 2013. Ed 

 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s C l u b N o t e s : 
PSLC Lancopex Exh ib i t w inne r s ; Snack hos t s 

to th e h obby of ph ila tely. 
Th eir d iligen ce h a s h elped 
to s et ou r clu b a pa r t from 
many other associations. 

Snac k Sc he dule s for t he 
remainder of the year: 

May: Tru yde Grein er ; 
June: Les lie Bot te; July: 
Dianne Meek; August: (No 
h os t) Su m m er Picn ic; 
September: Dick & Elea -
n or Wh eeler ; October: 
Lou Leid ig; November: 
Dick Colberg; December: 
(No host) Christmas Party.  

 

PSLC Club Me m be rs 
Win Awards : Du rin g th e 
Apr il La n copex Exh ib it 
a n d Sta m p Sh ow, s evera l 
m em bers exh ib ited th eir 
bes t work a n d received 
recogn it ion for th eir ex-
pertise. J am e s Boy le s 
won two gold m eda ls for 
h is exh ib its en t it led : (1 ) A 
Glim p s e of La n ca s te r 
Coun ty Pos tm ark s a n d (2 ) 
Pos tm ark s of Lancas ter 
Co. PA, 1757-1899. Th e 
la t ter a ls o won th e Von 
Ha ke PPHS Awa rd for th e 

bes t in PA Pos ta l His tory. 
Dic k Colbe rg won a  gold 
m eda l  a n d th e LCPS 
Awa rd for h is exh ib it en t i-
tled Mexico Pos ta l S ta tion -
ary.  Robe rt Noble won a 
Silver for th e exh ib it Pre-
cancels , Then and Now . 
Truyde Gre ine r received 
a Cer t ifica te of Recogn i-
t io n fo r h e r n o n -
com pet it ive exh ib it en t i-
tled The Exporta S tam ps 
of Mexico. Congratulations 
to th ese clu b m em bers for 
th eir con t in u ed ded ica t ion 

D e a l e r S a t i s f a c t i o n S u r v e y f o r 0 8 L a n c o p e x 
We d id g rea t . . .  

& organization were all very profes-
sional. Special credit should go to 
Jim Boyles.” Another dealer also 
echoed these  “Kudos” for Jim.  

This weekend there were at least  
20 club members who worked for 
part of the weekend or all of it from 
set-up on Friday evening through  
break down on Sunday PM. This 
included older and younger club  
members; new members and long-
time members; and guys and gals. 
It was great to see all this enthusi-
astic cooperation. Jim Boyles’s 
leadership and organization for this 
annual  show is second to  none.  

Lancopex-2008 was a success 
again this year. One way we track 
this is through a Dealer Satisfaction 
Survey. Twenty-one (21) surveys 
were distributed, and 14  were 
returned, indicating a rate of return 
of 67 %. 13 Dealers reported that 
they met their financial goals for the 
event, and one reported that he 
was close to meeting his goals. 
Dealers made some logistical rec-
ommendations for next year that 
will be reviewed by the show and 
exhibit  committee. Two first-time 
dealers at Lancopex asked to be  
invited again for next year. One 
expressed appreciation at being 

surveyed in order to: “share their 
thoughts.” As always the event was 
well run, and the  facility and loca-
tion received high praise for cleanli-
ness, lighting, lunch, snacks, etc. 
though some would like more 
space. Many of those surveyed 
commented on the courtesy and 
helpfulness of the club staff who  
volunteered to make the show a 
success.  And  a  few mentioned 
the friendliness of the customers.  

A good summary came from a 
dealer who wrote “Everyone asso-
ciated with this show has done a 
great job. The building, promotion 

P a g e 3 Vo l u m e 8 1 , I s s u e 5 

Follow-up on FDR  
It was during the Q&A after the FDR 
presentation that I was queried about 
the holdings. I can’t recall if it was Bob 
Noble or Joe Munci who asked : “Did 
FDR have any gems?” At the time, I was 
not sure. So, in the interim, I checked 
the auction report as contained in Baur 
(1999) to see if anything that was listed 
had great value. In brief, there were no 
gems that I could find in this source. 

The pre-sale estate appraisal for the 
entire collection was about $80K, and  
the die set collection comprised about 
half of this estimate. This set was a gift 
to the president from the USPOD 
(James A. Farley) and the BEP. It con-
sisted of a  die proof of each stamp from 
1894 through the Century of Progress 
issues (Scott 228-9). It started with the 
thirteen definitive set issue of 1894 cov-
ering the 1¢ to the $5 stamps (Scott 
246-267) and continued to the 1933 
issues. No specific rarities of these is-
sues were noted. The die proofs sold for 
$53,650 in the first lots of the sale. Prior 
to the sale there was great controversy 
in the popular and philatelic press as to 
the auction of government property for a 
family estate. But there was president of 
such die proof gifts to previous presi-
dents. 

After these items came the autographed 
sheets by FDR, Farley, and others. 
There were many FDR country collec-
tions, with his favorites being Latin 
America. Included were gifts from for-
eign dignitaries of country sets and 
presentation packs. There were FDR’s 
empty but deluxe binders and album 
covers that were personalized by the 
album maker or foreign dignitary. To 
disseminate the holdings to collectors 
nationwide, packets of his covers, left-
overs, and orphans were stamped with 
an “official” rubber stamp stating the 
stamps came from the FDR philatelic 
estate. Many forgeries of these exist. P

 



plans, set goals, borrow some 
money from our spouse, and 
get to it. We can work solo, in 
pairs, or in groups to trade or to 
work on an exhibit. The rewards 
are built in when we complete a 
page, win an exhibit, earn a 
profit on a sale, help a child, or 
make new friends. If you don’t 
think there is socialization in 
philately, just look at what it 
takes to put on Lancopex each 
year. Watch how well the club 
members all interact to make 
the show and exhibit such a 
success. 

So, when you are having a 
good day, from among all your 
many blessings, thank your 
stamps. I know  that if I had 
only a few days  left to live, I 
would rather spend some of the 
time with my albums than 
cleaning out my garage.  Stamp 
collecting is definitely a very 
beneficial habit to form.     Ed 

 
M u s i n g s F ro m t h e e d i t o r           
A co l l ec t ion i s more than s t amps . . . 

Last week I attended a continu-
ing education course related to 
issues of adult wellness. What 
stood out was the bullet point 
that people should have a 
hobby-that it is good for us. And 
for the next fifteen minutes I 
missed some of the presenta-
tion, as my mind wandered to 
my/our hobby of stamp collect-
ing. I recalled Franklin Roose-
velt’s remark that stamp collect-
ing was his lifesaver. Winston 
Churchill reinforced this, as he 
was often in Roosevelt’s com-
pany during the war. He admit-
ted his jealousy that Franklin 
had his stamps to enjoy regu-
larly and at those stressful 
times from evenings at the 
White House to the summit 
conferences at Yalta, Casa 
Blanca, and others.  

Many of would agree that col-
lecting can help us with per-
sonal stress management. It is 

relaxing and satisfying. That is 
one reason why we do it. So 
let’s look a little deeper. We 
organize our stamps the way 
we wish, and we have great 
flexibility in this. This fosters 
creativity. After all, there are 
many ways to collect stamps, 
and few are incorrect. Further, 
through creativity and organiza-
tion of stamps and postal his-
tory, our brains are enhanced. 
And what is good for the brain 
is good for the body. Look what 
collecting does for our general 
knowledge and for our memory; 
consider all the geography and 
history, the colours, want lists, 
perfs, and many other nuances 
of the hobby. We look forward 
to the time we set aside with 
our albums, the glassines, the 
stock books, and others. It 
forces us to concentrate, as 
accuracy is critical. As we build 
a collection, we formulate 

How m a n y of you rem em ber 
you r fir s t s ta m p a lbu m a s a 
you th ? Perh a ps it wa s a gift 
from a rela t ive to en cou ra ge 
you to collect . Or m a ybe you 
h a d s een on e with a fr ien d or 
in the store  and wished to get 
in volved . No m a t ter h ow you 
s ta ted , it wa s s om eth in g you 
ch er is h ed a n d en joy grea t ly to 
the present day. 

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County 

PO Box 982 

Lancaster, PA 17608-0982 

Down Memory Lane 
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