PHIL-A-TELLING AROUND

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF LANCASTER COUNTY
POST OFFICE BOX 982
TANCASTER, PA 17603

For information about our organization
call (717) 872-2479 or (717) 394-0186

MEETINGS - 2nd Wednesday of each month
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1241 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA 17601
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LOGO COMPETITION THIS MONTH!

Entrants of the Logo Contest will
be on display zhis upcoming meeting.
Be sure fo attend the meeting 40 you
can vote for the Logo of your chodce
for the Newsletter.

1§ you have not submitted your
ddea, you »stilL have a few days before
the meeting to get your sketch down
. on paper. Paste your drawing on a white
surface §-1/2 by 11.

ELECTIONS

It's that time of year again.
We wikl be electing a new vice president
secretarny, and treasurer at the November
meeting. The 4incumbent president, Lesley
Botte, willf automatically be succeeded
by vice president Dan Anspach. At zhe
September meeting, a nominating commit-
tee composed of Marilyn Shirfey and
Dan Anspach was selected 2o solicit
sudltable candidates for the three elec-
tive offlces. Hopefully, you will gdive
thought to being a candidate this year
i you have never held an office 4n
the cfub. 1t would be great Lif§ we had
a chodice of at fLeast two for each one
. the offdces.

FOUNDED MAY 20, 1938

The Gredners, BiLL and Truyde,
graciously volunteered to be our co-
hosts for the October Meeting.

Truyde and BLLL were hosts fox
the March meeting this year. We really
apprecdiate theirn willingness 2o host
the club twice this year!

PROGRAM

The program for October will be

a business meeting and auction. Members
may submit up to fLve Lots. Five percent
of each winning bid wilf be paid to
the club Zreasurer by 1the owner of
the Lo, thus benefditing 2the club.
Try %o keep your sale items affordable.
Check your extras, bring them to ithe
meeting and convert them to CASH. You
may receive enough 2o enable you to
subscribe to the magazine, "U.S.STAMPS".
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I your name Lis being circulated
through philatelic on collectorn circles
in general, you are no doubt recedlving
mail from Eastern European, African
and Asian sources wishing to exchange
stamps with you. 0ther requests include
reconds, cassettes, wvideo tapes and
magazines. The following article, writ-
ten by an experdienced collector in
overnseas trades, offers some excellent
ddeas shoufd you decide to send material
on Lts often perilous trhip Zo the four
cornens of the workd. Does anyone
know the ornigin of the expression "four
cornerns  of the worlkd"? Recognition
in the next 4issue of the newsletter
for  the member providing the answer.
The anticle by Chad Weighbor (ISWSC)
gollows :

A recent 4issue of THE CIRCUIT
addressed cases of ALettens containing
- Atamps. getiing Lokt in Easlern Europe.
This 4ndeed 44 a problem, as 4t 4is
in any area where many people are 4in
desperate situation because of Linfla-
tion, shortages and other immense chan-
ges. (Stitk, to be sure, only a small
percentage of maif does not arrdve.)

However, based on my experiences
as a regular traden with Eastern Euro-
peans, both members of zthe society
and non-members, 1 feel I can offer
a few Zi{ps to people interested 4in
acquiring materdial from this increas-
Aingly interesting and challenging area:

**  Fanst, and most  Amportant,
don't make your envelope Look too in-
viting. Rather than putting on 10
different Low-value stamps, wse a sub-
dued higher value block; this is Less
Likely to attract attention and 44
of more value to the recipient.

*¥* Use an 4nexpensive envelope,
even a recycled one on one plucked
grom junk mail.

** (Write the address rather 2he
typing it on, far worse, using a fpancy
computer-genenated Label. These seem
to suggest affluence to many East
Europeans. Similarly, do not use a
fancy return address Label. 1 use ad-
dresses cut out grom junk mail envelopes
providing a suitably seedy ALook. 1T
do put them on the back of the envelope
40 as not to rudin the cover Lf At 4s

otherwise presentable.

** Seal all envelopes as Zightly
as possible. ALL my Eastern Ewropean
Connespondents seal  thein envelopes
as well as possible and then often
seal them with ftape, Zoo. 1 assume
this 45 because an open coaner may
tnvite closen examination.

** Finally, do not send a KLot
o4 valuable stamps at once. Break up
big Lots and space mailings a few days
apart. If you must send valuable Lots,
use registerned mail.

Following these simple nules is
no guarantee of success, of course,
but they probably will help. No doubt
one day 1 will have an unfortunate
experdence, but 1 have both mailed
and recelved Acores of ALetters and
packages from Eastern Euwrope and 0
gar have not Lost one.
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We're a i’riendly
Bunch!

Eighteen members were in attendance
at the September meeting. SUPPORT YOUR
CLUB - MAKE AN EFFORT TO BE THERE -
IT'S ONLY TWO HOURS, ONCE A MONTH!!!



The program orndginally scheduled
for September has been moved back to
November because of the unavaifability
of the guest speaker, Vdictor Krevins,
on the meeting night. Instead, Lesley
and Richard Botte brought 4in cartons
of stamp reference books from Zhedr
personal Library and passed them around
after §inst describing the nature of
the book, 4Lits nelative rarity, how
it came 4into theirn possession and An
many cases cautioning members not to

{inger the plates Ain Zhe book Lest

the oils on thein skin cause a éhemiéaﬁ
reaction with the paper, drastically

neducing the value of the book. Some

of the books were in such great detail
that you would have Zfo devote years
of study o master the contents. A
few were of coffee table size wedighing
perhaps ten pounds. A few highly prized
specialized catalogues were fLast printed
in 1955 on 1961 and Long out of print,
but containing Lnformation you would
nevern f4ind 4n Scoits'. Certainly, the
Bottes' have a {Love of books per se
and an eye f{or Zthe ALnvestment value
ot rare stamp tomes.

Dick Schaefer told a story about
an auction he had attended where someone
may have slLipped a book of plate blocks
into a box of stamp supplies because
the Lot of plate blLocks never was
offered and the box of supplies was
actively bid way above the noamal price
such a Rot would nealize. Dick cautioned
members to never offer valuable material
in an estate auction on the premises
of one's home as Lt is Aimpossible Zo
watch one's treasures with many peopde
milling around and securdity almost
non-existent. This Atory KLed to othex
accounts by members of their ungavorable
auction  experiences. The  consensus
was to do your homework, study the
Lots you are Anterested 4An, set a maxd-
mum price you want %o go, factording
in the 10% buyers fee and 6% PA sales
tax, and don't fLet your emotions cause
you to get into a bidding grenzy.

Jim Boyles passed around an Lssue
of a new stamp magazine, "U. S. STAMPS".

1t is sdimilan to the APS Magazine 4n
s4ze, number of pages, glossy paper

and full of articles most sudltable
to a U. S. Specialist. Subscription
rates are $15.00 per year, 2 years
forn $28.00. 1§ f4ive LCPS members sub-
sendbe, the club gets a free subserdp-
tion. See Jim for application ox a
closer Look at a current copy.

Sarah Brown, cditing tired blood,
stnessed the need 4or new blood 2o
take over the Chriistmas Party arrange-
ments. Paul Westcoit and  Sarah were
the planners and movers for  several
years and recently, Sarah has worked
on her own. She {5 willing to gdve
hern assistance to anyone who will Zake
over but cautions that unless others
step forward, there will be no Christmas
Party 2Zhis year. The Brunswick Hotel
cannot hold a date open 4in Decembet
gor  too much ALonger. ALL those who
have attended our Chrdistmas Parities,
especdally at the Brunswick, are aware

that ouwr Holiday Festivities won't
be quite the same Zhis year without
it.

S~ PWANTED o~

1 am searching 4or a catalogue
other than Scott, that has more Ainfor-
mation on Imperial Chinese Stamps.
14 you can be of any help, please fet
me know by calling (717) 394-1676.

Lucy Eyster



PHILATELIC CONTEST REMINDER

This 45 the month you are Zo submit
your article on the contest stamps.
This need not be a Lengthy article,
just a short story orn whatever you
desine. The stondies will be fudged
under fwo categordies -- FACTUAL and
FICTIONAL. You may use one or more
Atamps in your story, as Lt sults your
purpose. The newsletter staff urges
EVERYONE to submit something - no matter

how short or Long.

A monetary award and a reading
of Zhe article will be part of the
Chiistmas Party Program. So, members,
get youwr pen An hand, put on your
"thinking cap" and start wiiting!!!

—— UP-COMING STAMP SHOWS —

Scranton-Wilkes Barre Stamp Show
October 18 -- Ramada Inn, CLarks Summit

10 am - 5 pm

SUSQPEX '972
Stamp and Postcard Show

Camp HiLL Shopping Mall
October 17-18 -- 10 am - 5 pm

LEBPEX '92
October 30-31 -- Lebanon Vallfey Matll

Route 422, West of Lebanon
Friday - noon Zo 10 pm
Saturday 10 am - & pm
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Leskey Botte, President
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Jim Lyman, Secretary

Ben Helfex, Treaswrex

NEWSLETTER STAFF

Jim Lyman, EdLitor

Sarah Brown, Researcher, Reporter
Marilyn Shinfey, Data Processor
Mike Shinkey, Graphic Axnts/Layout




