
The Overrun Countries Series 1943-1944 
Under The Printer’s Loupe – Part I 

Presented by Hal Klein 

A series of thirteen commemorative issues honoring the countries including: Poland, Czechoslovakia, Norway, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Belgium, France, Greece, Yugoslavia, Albania, Austria, Denmark and Korea.   
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Concept:   President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
 
Driver:       National Federation of Stamp Clubs Committee  
  lead by its President, Harry Lindquist. 
 
Value:  3 cent – Stamp would have the greatest usage. 
    
  5 cent – International Rate to promote international 
   mail. Way for U.S. to be seen as supporting 
foreign 
  countries during war; a way for America to be seen to 
  support Europe in European Occupied Countries –  
  same in Asia.  
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UNFORSEEN ISSUES & PROBLEMS:  
 
 Americans did not like or understand the purpose of the designs. 
 
 5c Rate restricted usage to International Mail (solo use); Domestic Mail or 

Parcel Post (in combination with other issues). 
 
 Mail was “suspended” to the European countries the issues were meant to 

support! (1943-1945!) 
 
 The Philatelic Press “panned” the issue because ABNC refused to answer 

questions about the “secret” press and printing process used to print the issue. 
Philatelic Press frustration was compounded by poor print quality in the  

    issues released. 
 

 Philippines was to be honored but was liberated before the design was released! 
  
  Americans “hated” using anything with a flag other than the American flag – 

especially during WWII when their husbands, sons, daughters, children and 
loved ones were fighting and dying in a war. The same is true today.  



There are two (2) Engraved Die Proofs of the Outside Frame known.  
One is in private hands and one resides at the National Postal Museum of the Smithsonian 

Museum, Washington, D.C., the other sold at 
Spink Auctions for $2,500.   

 The Overrun Countries Series 
There are only a 
handful of  
Proofs or Essays 
known to exist… 



The  
Overrun 
Countries 
Series 

 

There are two or three sets of 15 “Velox Print” on cardboard ESSAY SETS known to exist.  
One like this sold at Spink Auctions for $1,500… 
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This one is available from Bill Lang’s Bargain Stamps for a mere $4,500, or $188 for 24 months!  
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…while the center design… 



 The Overrun Countries Series …comprised 13 different flags… 
done by Rotary Printing.

  Poland                 Czechoslovakia         Norway                  Luxembourg   

Netherlands               Belgium                  France                    

Greece                     Yugoslavia                Albania                    Austria   

Denmark                     Korea                                       
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The major design elements 
include…



 The Overrun Countries Series 

Engraved Printing --  
Engraved Cylinder to 
Paper 

Rotary Printing --   
Plate Cylinder to  
Offset Cylinder to  
Paper 



WEB (roll fed) not 
SHEETFED ! 

 The Overrun Countries Series ABNC’s “Secret” Patent… 
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Michaelangelo’s  
“Viturian Man” 
gives you an idea of 
the size of ABNC’s 
Secret ROTARY 
Press…which did 
not show the 
Gravure Press 
attachment! 
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There were Three (3) Plate 
Layout Designs… 
 
This is Type I… 

…only used for Poland. 
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This is Type II… 

Format used for: 
Czechoslovakia – Norway 
Luxembourg – Netherlands 

Belgium – France 
Greece – Yugoslavia 
Albania - Austria 
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The OVERRUN COUNTRIES 
SERIES was to include a group of 
stamps saluting the Overrun 
Countries of Asia and the Pacific 
Islands. However, the war was 
coming to a close faster than 
anticipated and the Philippines was 
liberated a month before the planned 
release of stamp bearing the 
Philippines flag.  
 
The Overrun Countries Series (for 
Pacific Countries) was cancelled and 
a single plate design was created to 
speed completion and production of 
the final design – Korea. 

Third Plate layout design… 
used only for Korea. 



Had the “outer frame” not 
been done inline, the entire 
“wet” impression of the stamp 
would not appear on the back 
of the stamp!  
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Not the traditional offset  
“litho-kiss” mirror  impressions.  
 
Here, the “mirror impressions” 
show both Engraved AND 
Rotary impressions on the 
reverse side. This would not 
have been possible if the 
printing was not combined, 
engraved and rotary, on one 
printing press.  
 
Remember, the paper came  
pre-gummed from the mill. 



 The Overrun Countries Series Reverse Offset 
Impression 

Offset caused by an incomplete wipe-
down of the (d.) Impression Cylinder 
after press a press shut down, allowing 
the full impression of a stamp(s) to be 
transferred to the back of the next 
stamp being printed.  

c
. 



Margin Markings and Ink Varieties are part of a 
Specialized Collection. The issue is notable for  

Gold- and Silver-tone Pole Varieties. 
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Inconsistent 
paper… 
Thickness… 
Weight…  
Gum… 
Water Content… 
Wood Content… 
Straw Content… 
Cloth Fiber 
Content… 
 
Every change 
created problems 
with ink mixture, 
adherence  
and absorption. 
 

There are three paper types, 
colors and widths… 
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Paper thickness has been a consistent 0.09mm (white #3 sheet) and 0.10mm (grey (fiber) 
and brown (wood and straw) #4/#5 paper. The BELGIUM Series was the first to use a 
small amount of 0.08mm paper (white #3 sheet) paper, along with the normal 0.09mm 
and 0.10mm paper.  



The study of the 
wartime paper & gum 
types are a challenge 
for the Specialist 
Collector… 
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A variety of plate 
impositions and  
PLATE TYPES  

make fascinating study.  

 The Overrun Countries Series 



(Sc#909c) Red over Black… 
REVERSE Printing. 

Single used copy $150!! 
Remember this… 

(Sc#909) Black over Red  
2nd Printing considered 
the Normal Printing! 
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Plate Varieties are 

consistent and easy to find. 
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Plate Variety  
Upper Left-02 

Consistent variety 
throughout issue…  



Red dot over “A”  
Plate Variety UL-48 

LL-7 ‘POLANO’  
Plate Variety –  

DAMAGED “D” corrected to  
appear as “O”. 
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‘POLANO’ vs. “POLAND”  



(Sc#909b) $175 
Double Impression 
… not a  
“Ghost” or “Jitter” 
impression. 

 The Overrun Countries Series 



2. Fighting over Poland wasn’t 
limited to the war front. The F.D.C. 
ceremonies started and so did the 
fighting. Fists flew between two 
Polish groups who had competed to 
hold the Poland F.D.C. Ceremonies. 
Police were called!  
 
The Ceremonies were stopped and 
Chicago sales were were curtailed 
until order could be restored. A first 
in F.D.C. history. Sales were under 
expectation due to the brawl.  

The cover is notable 
for two things… 

1. Want an error issue? 
Buy a F.D.C.!   

 
Sc#909c -- $150! 

 The Overrun Countries Series 



(Sc#910b) Red over Blue/Blue over Black… 
1st PRINTING= REVERSE Print 

(Sc# 910) Black over Red/Black over Blue 
3rd PRINT=NORMAL Print 

(not shown) (Sc# 910c)  
Red over Black/ 
Black over Blue… 

2nd PARTIAL-REVERSE 
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ABNC’s Inter-changeable Engraved & Rotary Multi-Color Printing Press Was a 
Pre-cursor to Modern 4-Color & Specialty Web Lithography by 15+ years! 

C/Blue 

M/Red 

K/Black 

Script 

Optional 
Y/Yellow 

(Sc#910b) 
Red over Blue/ 
Blue over Black 

(Sc# 910) 
Black over 

Red/Black over 
Blue 

(Sc# 910c)  
Red over 

Black/Black 
over Blue 

C 
K 

Y 

M 



 The Overrun Countries Series 

High casting points 
cause problems and 

varieties galore. 



The  
Script Line 
was a 
separate 
Ink Color 
and  
Printing  
Plate 
creating 
additional 
Errors, 
Freaks & 
Oddity 
varieties! 

 The Overrun Countries Series 



 The Overrun Countries Series 

(Sc#910a)     $650 
Double Impression … not a  
“Ghost” or “Jitter” impression. 

This is a “Ghost” or “Jitter” impression 
caused by loose tensioned paper –  
this is NOT a Double Impression…  
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Distinct 
variations in Type 
permit position 
identification 
where no  
Plate Numbers 
exist. 
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Plate Varieties and Plate Damage 
were found on this Inscription Block. 

1 1. 

2. 
2. 
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Shown is an extremely 
rare example of a Plate 
Correction noted on the 
film and transferring to 
the stamp but never made 
to remove the “dot” above 
the “A” on the Red Plate   
in the script line on this 
rare MNH margin block 
of  Sc# 910b, in normal 
color and contrast blue to 
show markings.   
 
Scott lists a single USED 
copy of a Sc# 910b for 
$150, while a MNH 
copy is un-priced.  



The Series has consistent  
plateable varieties. 
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While these are examples 
of plate cracks. 



Broken flag frames 
are fun to locate.  

The “break” was corrected on 
the second printing.  
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Red/Black//Black/Blue 
(Sc#911b) 1st PRINT- REVERSE 

Black/Red//Black/Blue  
( Sc#911) 2nd PRINT-  

NORMAL Print 
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Distinct variations in Type permit position 
identification where no Plate Numbers exist. 



PRESS START-UP: 
Uneven ink application is the 
result of a press shut down and re-
start. Ink application out of the 
ink pots is thick and uneven as 
it’s being re-mixed and re-
distributed as the paper runs 
through the press.  
 
Pressmen adjust color distribution 
as the press comes to “full color”. 
Start-up sheets (like this) are 
normally deemed  “printer’s 
waste” – and are to be pulled 
from the print-run and destroyed.  
 
This sheet was not deemed bad 
enough to be pulled by ABNC’s 
Quality Control and destroyed. 
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Close-up of the mis-print … 

Correct color 

Misprint color  

Correct color Correct color 

Misprint color  Misprint color  
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Misprints: 
Black Top Ornaments of the 
Flagpole plus the end of the 
Blue Cross are seen partially 
printed on this 3x6 block. 

PLUS  
Rare Bleeding Heart 
& Stomach Liberty 

Variety! 
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Defective Flag Varieties 



Double Impression 
Sc# 911a  $225 
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High Type & Splatter Varieties   
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Upper Left Plate Varieties Upper Right Flag Pole  
Plate Varieties 
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Engraved Frame Varieties 
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Similar type varieties appear throughout all 
thirteen issues! 



Engraved Frame Varieties 
– 

Scratched Plate 
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Cause and Effect – 
Understanding Print  

Problems & 
Terminology 
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PAPER PILLING 
Occurs when a portion of the image is 
pulled-off the stamp. Cause: Bad paper, 
wrong ink consistency, excessive blanket 
pressure.  

PRINT MOTTLING 
Occurs when ink lies unevenly on sheet…  
 (seen here in the Blue Cross) 
causing an uneven blotchy color effect. 

PRINT PICKING 
Ink is too tacky causing bits of the papers’ 
surface to be pulled away leaving a surface 
crater or divot in the paper   



 The Overrun Countries Series Wartime paper and a new press 
combined to create a high number of 

E.F.O.s’ on the Norway Issue! 
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PRINT HICKEYS (The Pressmen’s Nightmare) PLAGUED THE ENTIRE ISSUE  
A “hickey” is any particle of dirt, dust, paper shard, oil, grease or other 
contamination that sticks to the print plate or blanket and transfers an 
imperfection to the printed stamp. These are oil, grease and dirt hickeys from 1mm 
to 3.5+mm. 
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These are examples of “paper shard hickeys” and “ghost number 
hickeys.” 



(Sc# 912b) Red/Black//Black/Blue 
1st  or REVERSE PRINT   

Unpriced 

(Sc# 912) Black/Red//Black/Blue 
3rd or NORMAL PRINT 

Not Shown: (Sc# 912c)  
Red/Black//Blue/Black 

2nd PARTIAL-REVERSE PRINT 
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 Sc# 912a  (Unpriced) 
Double Impression 
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Distinct variations in Type permit position 
identification where no Plate Numbers exist. 
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Luxembourg Blue, Red and Black Plate Errors, Freaks & Oddities. 
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Luxembourg Blue, Red and Black Plate Errors, Freaks & 
Oddities. 
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Cause and Effect – 
Understanding Print  

Problems & Terminology 
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Netherlands Red, Blue and Black Plate Errors, Freaks & 
Oddities. 



Wartime metal shortages  
+ Wartime paper  

+ Extra small script = 
E.F.O.s for Collectors! 
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(Sc# 913a) Rose/Black//Black/Blue 
1st or REVERSE PRINTING 
MNH-Unpriced/Used $150 

(Sc# 913) Black/Rose//Black/Blue 
3rd or NORMAL PRINTING 
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Not shown: (Sc# 913b) 
Blue/Black//Black/Rose 
2nd or TEST PRINTING 



 The Overrun Countries Series 

Netherlands Red, Blue and Black Plate - - Errors, Freaks & 
Oddities. 

Plate 
scratch Number 

3 

Hook 

Hickey Hicky 
Field 
 

Hicky 
Field 
 

Hicky  Hicky 
Field 
 

Numbers  
 

Hickey 
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Distinct variations in the Margin’s Type 
permits position identification where no Plate 
Numbers exist. 
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Wartime metal shortages  

+ Wartime paper  
+ Extra small script = 
E.F.O.s for Collectors! 



 The Overrun Countries Series I examined one sheet coding script problems based on four criteria: 
1. Damaged/Broken; 2. Repaired; 3. Bent, or; 4. Dirt Clogged. 



As my eyes adjusted, it became 
easier to do the bottom-half 

of the sheet… 
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These are Lower Left & 
Lower Right Plate 

Varieties unique to the 
Netherlands Issue. 
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Postally used examples form 
an interesting collection  
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Precancels on this issue are hard-to-find 
and seldom found on cover. They 

should be considered “favor” cancels. 
These commemorative issues were not 

suppose to be precancelled! 

 The Overrun Countries Series 



First Day Covers were created by many 
Manufacturers. 

Beware  of modern day creations 
--- MANY Designs are being 
created on Laser Printers to 

deceive FDC collectors and sell 
for up tp $200! Each!!! 
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In period commercial cover usage  In period “philatelic” cover usage  
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In period commercial cover usage  



MUST HAVE 
publications 
stampmankeith.com 

 

 
BOOK 7 - FRANCE 
is in the works now… 
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Good 
Night 

Everyone
! 

THE END - Part 1 
Overrun 

Countries 
Series 

 


