Doctor Benjamin Franklin
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Post Office
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“Letter from the Rl Councill of Road Island
recd Aug 9 1672”

“these ffor the Hand of John Winthrop Esq Gov of the Colony

of Connecticutt to be also Communicated to the Rest of the
Counsill of that Colony”




Address panel with “Post Payd”, “recd Feb 6, 1672/3

CSL



Written February 17, 1672/3
Docketed Mr. John Richards
rec Feb 22, 1672



Colonial Calendars

Julian Year March 25 to March 24 (Old Style)
lost days due to misuse of leap years

Gregorian January 1 to December 31 (NS),
proclaimed by Catholic Pope in 1582.
Protestant England didn’t accept the change.

Year dates between Jan 1 and March 23
appear 1711/12 OS/NS, gradually ending in
America by about 1754.
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Fort Albany August 1, 1675
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Harrington Pennsylvania, later Delaware, April 1687
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New Castle (New Hampshire) December 10, 1695
Neale Patent 1693-1707

Earliest non-Archival Official mail, ? Special Delivery
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Saintt John’s Newland 1703



Rappahannock 1702

Capt Bryan Blundell Master of the Liver of
Liverpool
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Liverpool 1705



New York August 8, 1709



9?0 ? ’fv ot (7}?\?}47 {7/4 J/‘/, st ik
s,

0117’&3 wu,‘m/r &2/45

?f’{,(} 64/}45% L \,iﬁi/’L{/QLf}f

7,

= };o 141/
7,/"0771 2 & J éivq 24 {L/ 5 {

¢ C'}t/
/) Z/Ze 4}01 )W//% A//

/

Boyd’s Hole on the Potomack (Virginia) 1744



Colonial Currency

Coins of 15+ Nations, 12 Colonies in circulation, all
with multiple “sizes”

Letters rated in “local”, Sterling and specie
12 pence Sterling = 1 Shilling
1 pence Sterling = 8 grains Specie
24 grs = 1 Pennyweight (Dwt) = 3 pence Ster.
Neale Patent Law in “local mony”
Queen Anne in Sterling
1754 Franklin/Hunter Instructions all in Specie
Continental Congress rates in Specie
Accounts settled in various currencies
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Studies on Money in Early America (1976), p. 35.

1759 from Father Abraham’s Almanack, Philadelphia

From Newman and Doty,
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Surrey Street London 15 May
1747

Triplicate letter, arrives 11 months later, BF handwriting
Postmaster Philadelphia 1737 by Alexander Spotswood

King George’s War 1740-1748, aka War of Austrian
Succession, one of the French and Indian Wars
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London December 13, 1755

Falmouth Packet Service, new ships, lighter , faster, some
armaments, postal service helps to underwrite, 1 Shilling,
closed bag London to Falmouth to New York, prepayment,

? New Handstamp for NEW YORK
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Camp Fort Ontario August 8, 1760

Free Mail “From the Army” ? Free in Conn. as letters given to
Revd Mr. Dorr of Hartford.
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Curacao November 20, 1764
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Jamaica 1765

John Moultrie, Lieut. Governor of East Florida,
ceded to Britain as part of Seven Year’s War with
West Florida, effective administrator, brothers
William, James, Thomas and Alexander were
famous Patriots. Daughter married Capt John Bligh.
Double weight letter, rare Florida mail.
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Georgia Gazette, May 2, 1765 “Schooner from Jamaica, Alex
Mills, Master, to be quarantined on the Tybee River for 10 days,
all mail has been recovered”
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“An Estimate of the Estate and Effects of John Moultrie Esq

deceased late Chief Justice of East Florida by Robert

Catherwood, John Forbes and Tho. Moultrie Sworn appraisers”,



9 Pence Quire tax on paper, 1 shilling Stamp Act tax
on legal documents



Address panel only 1766-1774, London
FREE franking privilege
Co-Deputy PMG 1753-1774
Franklin-Hunter Instructions of 1753-4
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West River (Maryland) January 12, 1767 2 dwt 16 grs = 8p for the 125 mile trip



Philadelphia June 3, 1769
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Georgetown (Wynah Bay So. Carolina) Sept 3, 1772.

Post Payed to Charlestown /4, 1N (crossed out) Packet rate, Eagle dep Ch-
town Oct 1, arr London 25NO0, 6p to Edinburgh, 3p to Balhany, 1N9.



Talbot Maryland 1772

Eastern Shore Maryland mail transit via New Town on the Chester River
2.16 = 8p, x 1.67 depreciation =14p, + 2p City delivery =16p =1/4






INLANDAND /. l,}
ACKET POSIA(.:? / 7\

4////I/‘U E I

/f&/« %?/N/

Philadelphia January 4, 1774
“To Pay 6d”, Accountancy Marking 1N6, 4p to Pool, Inall 1n10



Sturbridge August 27, 1774



Philadelphia November 11, 1774



Pigg Point (near Upper Marlborough) March 7, 1775

Specie rating for 135 mile trip to
Philadelphia
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New York March 7, 1775



Suffolk Virginia April 7, 1775

Hugh Finlay Diary..”Edenton is 55 miles from Suffolk on the
mainline of the Post” N8 = double weight



Albany May 6, 1775  Ticonderoga falls May 10
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Talbot Court House July 8, 1775

N8 inland to Philadelphia + 6 p to York Penna. = 1N2, 1/8 in
Penn local
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Barbadoes September 6, 1775

1/1. Caribbean ship + Captain’s penny, 2H = 2 Shillings, double weight
inland, 3/6 = 42p, Penn local equivalent



Talbot Court House (Maryland) September 17, 1775

Rated in Sterling, N8, and bearing a Crown type CHESTER*T, letter suggests
cooperation between postal systems.



Newburyport August 11, 1775

Camb of Massachusetts Provincial Post
Turquoise marking of Congressional Post, July26, 1775



Barnstable, March 9, 1776
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Philadelphia April 20, 1776

Via New Haven, from Josiah Hewes, Signer



Baltimore July 9, 1776



Philadelphia August 27, 1776



