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Oxenstierna and the government began to discuss in earnest
the founding of a Swedish Post Oftfice. The result was that on 20
February 1636 the Council of the Realm in Stockholm issued an
ordinance for postal messengers, Forordning om Post-badhen, the
document upon which the postal organization would be built. The
ordinance laid out a network of postal routes spread thinly across the

country. The preamble reads:

We Christina etc. make known, that since we have graciously found it
necessary to establish, in all of our provinces in all of our kingdom, some
reqular post messengers, to the relief for our faithful subjects. Therefore we
have confirmed and issued the following postal ordinance, with which the
postal messengers, and all others, shall comply.



The ordinance from 1636 introduced a completely new system for
mail delivery. Trusted local peasant farmers would be selected as post-
farmers to transport the mail between the towns in their vicinity.
Consequently, they would remain within set boundaries — beyond which
other post-farmers would carry the mail further. The inspiration for this came
from the Continent, where delivering letters using relay posts was well
known. In the Swedish case, however, it is the use of post-farmers that stands
out as a European exception.

Hence it was peasant farmers, preferably those who could read and
write, who would transport the letters. Those recruited for the task were
meant to live twenty or thirty kilometres distant from one another. Each
post-farmer would have one or two farm boys — post boys — to help him with
the mail, and it was the boys’ task to run with the mailbag to the next farm.
In this way the letters would be relayed along the postal routes. The post boy
was to be equipped with a post-horn to sound as he approached the next
farm. At his signal the next post boy would prepare himself to take over

the mailbag.

Magnus Linnarsson



Post Rider and Post Horn
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Crown Post
Handstamp marking
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Crown Post
Manuscript marking
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Crown Post
Handstamp marking




Crown Post
Feather letter




Crown Post
5-sided letter
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Crown Post
Feather letter
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Crown Post
Military mail
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Crown B mark
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General Mail
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Straight Line
Ribbon Mark
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Straight Line
Ribbon mark
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Straight Line
Handwriting style
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Straight Line
Handwriting style
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Straight Line
Stockholm
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The cancel was spelled AVESTAD up until 1827 and then changed the following
year to AVESTA. Cover below is dated June 27, 1830 (late use).
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Kﬁping
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Arc cancel handbook
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Arc Cancel
Awestad




Arc Cancel

Boras




Arc Cancel
Gagnef (1834-1838)
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Box Cancel
Pitea (1 840-1 844)
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Box Cancel
Pitea, hand-drawn
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Box Cancel
Jonkoping (1853-1855)
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Free Letter Cancellation
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Free Letter Cancellation
Stockholm




Postage Due Marking
Stockholm
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Postage Due Marking
Helsingborg
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Postage Due Marking
Stockholm
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Mail from Abroad —Transit Marking
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Mail from Abroad —Transit Marking
Grislehamn
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Mail from Abroad — Delivery Marking
Stockholm
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Mail from Abroad
Arrival Marking
Stockholm
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