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The Life of Hiram Vail and the Obsolete Notes produced for his
Banking & Collection Office in Amenia, New York

by Charles J. DiComo, PhD

In this issue of Paper Money, 1 will explore the life of Hiram Vail, the proprietor of the Banking and
Collection Office of Amenia, New York, as denoted on the obsolete currency being highlighted in this article
(Figure 1).

/m’/ %fﬁ% Figure 1. 5 Cents Note (98 x 54
mm design), Hiram Vail’s
Banking and Collection Office,
Amenia, N.Y., Nov. 1%, 1862, No.
“3207” in black ink, signed “H
Vail”.
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Hiram Vail (1797-1869) was an influential resident of Amenia, New York - located ~90 miles north of
New York City along the Connecticut border in the northeastern corner of Dutchess County. He was born on 10
March 1797 in Beekman, Dutchess Co., NY to Israel Vail (1774-1823) and Charity Hall (1775-1850), one of nine
children. On 22 November 1821, he married Matilda Doughty (~1802-1886), and they had three children: Caroline
M. Vail (1822-unk.); Elizabeth Ann Vail (1826-1852); and Albert Doughty Vail (1835-1898).

The first mention of Hiram’s involvement in the local community was his appointment as Postmaster of
Verbank in Dutchess Co., NY on 23 April 1835 (Figure 2). In 1837, he was appointed as an Agent of the Dutchess
County Mutual Insurance Company for Union Vale, which meant he could receive applications for insurance. He
subsequently took on the role of a Surveyor for Union Vale from 1838 to 1842 and then for Amenia in 1843
(Poughkeepsie Eagle, Dec. 15, 1838, pg. 3; Aug. 05, 1843, pg. 4).
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Figure 2. U.S. Appointments of U.S. Postmasters: Hiram Vail, Verbank, Dutchess Co., N.Y. 1835.

Hiram’s most noteworthy appointment came in 1840 when he took the role the 2™ Steward of the Amenia
(Methodist) Seminary (Figure 3). He succeeded 1% Steward David Clark and held the title for 18 years until 1858.
Interestingly, he was an original trustee of the Seminary when it opened its doors in the autumn of 1835 on Cook’s
Hill under the direction of a 23 Trustee Board. It was here at the Seminary that he was affectionately referred to as
good old “Uncle Hiram” (if students were orderly and respectful, but mischievous and idle were likely to learn his
honest estimate of them). According to many, he held the school together. His wife Matilda was also a friend of the
students. In 1888, the Seminary closed its remarkable history after fifty-three years, having enrolled students from
every State in the Union, and at one time students from the Island of Cuba and South America.
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Figure 3. The Amenia Seminary, Amenia, NY.
Built in 1835; it was directed by the Methodist
Church and had a high reputation and many
noted graduates.

AMENIA SEMINARY AMENIA. { ‘ l Ill |

During his tenure at the Seminary, Hiram managed to keep himself quite active across the region. He served
as Postmaster (PM) in Amenia from 8§ June 1841 to 19 October 1844. My research shows that he replaced Elijah D.
Freeman, who had been removed from office (Poughkeepsie Eagle, 09 Jul. 1841, pg. 2). Postal records show that
Hiram was well compensated in his first two years as PM, earning $254.69. Following his postal duties, Hiram was
ready to enter the world of politics and became the Amenia Town Supervisor, with neighbors George Conklin (‘44)
and Luke Stanton (‘45) as his town clerks.

He then attended the Dutchess County Whig Convention in the spring of 1846 (New York Tribune, Apr. 08,
1846, pg. 4), and for the next two years was a Member of the Whig Central Committee of Dutchess County. He
must have missed his time as Amenia Postmaster, when for a second time on 2 May 1849 he was granted the
position and held it for nearly four years until 5 April 1853 (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. U.S. Appointments of U.S. Postmasters: Hiram Vail, Amenia, Dutchess Co., N.Y., 1841 — 1845.

It was during this stint as PM that we see Hiram enter the banking world. In 1850 he is listed as “Cashier,
Dutchess County Bank, Amenia, Capital $50,000.” in Bankers’ Magazine and Statistical Register (Vol. 5, Jul.
1850—Jun. 1851, pg. 1033). Hiram moved up the ranks quickly, whereby 1851 he is listed as “President of Dutchess
County Bank, Amenia” in The New York City Directory for 1851-1852 (10" Publication, NY Doggett & Rose, 59
Liberty, pg. 68).

Hiram was now a pillar in the Town of Amenia. In 1852 with 10 other local men, he formed the Amenia
Times Association Company and began publishing the “dmenia Times” (Figure 5), a weekly paper which ran for
many years with famous Biographer, Editor, Essayist, Journalist, Lecturer, and Poet Joel Benton (1832-1911) as
Editor. In 1912, the Amenia Times was renamed the Harlem Valley Times and only a few years ago ceased being
published.
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It is worth noting that Hiram maintained his 2™ Steward position at the Amenia Seminary until 1858 (an
18 year stint). His role as President of the Dutchess County Bank of Amenia ended after a 12 year stint when the
bank closed in November of 1863, with Capital of $50,000; Circulation of $72,696; and Security in N.Y. stock.

In the Annual Report of Banking in the NYS Section, Table 7 on page 63 is a list of Banks which closed
business, withdrawn their securities, given bond for the redemption of notes presented within six years, name of
owner or principal in bond, and of the sureties, and the time when obligation to redeem outstanding circulation will
expire. Table 7 is reproduced below:

Name of | Location | Principal | Residence | Securities in | When Time to
Banks in Bond Bond Redeem Expires
Dutchess Amenia Hiram Vail | Amenia John K. Mead, Nov. 6, 1863
County Bank Henry W. Peters,

A.P. Mygatt

Prior to the close of the Dutchess County Bank, Hiram established a “Banking and Collection Office” in
Amenia as evidenced by the issuance of notes. The earliest note [ am aware of, and which I recently acquired in
late-2017, is shown in Figure 6.

It is a 25 Cents note on thin grey, unwatermarked paper, with a printed design measuring 85 x 48 mm and
was most likely locally printed. There is a central agricultural-themed design showing a plow, pitchfork, rake, wheat
shafts and a barn in the distance flanked by two hollow “25”s. This note is dated October 1%, 1862 and payable to
“the bearer TWENTY-FIVE CENTS, in current funds, when like checks are presented to amount of ONE
DOLLAR?” at the Bank of Pawling.

Pawling, ~22 miles south of Amenia along Route 22, which served as a drover’s road since before the
American Revolution, has a rich history from the early 18" century when Quaker settlers purchased the land known
as "The Oblong” to the Army Air Corp Convalescent hospital created from the Pawling School and Green Mountain
Lakes Camp during World War II. From an online search of the Heritage Auctions archive (www.ha.com), I have
located 5¢ and 10¢ notes from this series with the analogous central design.

Figure 6. 25 Cents Note (85 x 48 mm design),
Hiram Vail’s Banking and Collection Office,
Amenia, N.Y., OCT. 1%, 1862, No. “I57” in
magenta ink, signed “Hiram Vail”.
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This October 1862-dated note is not listed in the 1894 illustrated 4™ edition of the Standard Paper Money
Catalog (Scott Stamp & Coin Co, New York, NY), suggesting it might not yet have been discovered. What are
listed in the 1894 4™ edition are the 10¢ note in Figure 7 and the impressive uncut sheet in Figure 8.

Figure 7. 10 Cents Note (98 x 54 mm
design), Hiram Vail’s Banking and
Collection Office, Amenia, N.Y., Nov. 1%,
1862, No. “1452” in magenta ink, signed
“H Vail”.

The listing in the 1894 4™ edition Standard Paper Money Catalog is reproduced here:
Amenia. Hiram Vail’s Bkg and Collection Office (on Bank of Pawling). 1862. Nov. 1.: 5¢ Train r.;
5¢ Female and shield. (wrong, see 50¢); 10¢ Horses r.; 25¢ Cattle I.; 50¢ Train r. (wrong listing,
it is Female & Shield l.)

Figure 8. Uncut Sheet of Hiram Vail's Banking and
Collection Office Notes, Amenia, N.Y. Nov. 1%, 1862
(shown with permission of Robert Gill).
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Hiram Vail had sheets of 12 printed for his November 1862-dated Banking and Collection Office notes in
four denominations (5¢, 10¢, 25¢ and 50¢), with four different scenes (a Train, Horses, Cattle, and a Female with
Shield, respectively); where the 5¢ and 10¢ were in quadruple per sheet and the 25¢ and 50¢ were in duplicate. He
utilized the well-known lithographers and publishing firm of Snyder, Black and Sturn, located at 92 William Street
in NYC (Figure 9). These notes are an evolution in quality and design from his earlier 5¢, 10¢, and 25¢ notes.

Figure 9. Lithographer and Publishing Firm
“Snyder, Black and Sturn, 92 William St. N.Y.”
notation on Hiram Vail's Banking and

Collection Office Note, Amenia, N.Y. Nov. 1%, 1862.

My research has revealed that Hiram Vail was a prominent
figure in the Town of Amenia who had a rich life filled with
accomplishments, charitable work and service; as a husband and
father; with careers as a Surveyor, Steward, Town Supervisor,
Publisher, Postmaster and Banking President. He passed on 23
October 1869 at age 72 in Amenia and was interred at the Amenia
Island Cemetery. His wife Matilda passed on 4 January 1886 nearly
17 years later and is buried alongside him (Figure 10).

Figure 10: Headstone of Hiram
Vail (1797-1869) and Matilda
Doughty (~1802-1886).

Amenia Island Cemetery,
Amenia, Dutchess Co., NY.

In closing, Hiram left for us these beautiful artifacts to
research and study. In my collection I have ~12 “H. Vail” signed and
magenta-numbered 5¢ and 10¢ notes from November of 1862. At
the time of publication, I have not seen a 50¢-signed note from the
November 1862 series, nor been able to locate a 50¢ note from the ;
October 1862 series, presuming it exists. I would be most interested in hearing from those wishing to share examples
from their collection.
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