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Scope

* through August, 1909

* Europe (France); United States

* Focused on:

Mgp‘and Machines

- Dates (relative to significant historical aviation events)

- Places
- Sender expressions

. Frankin'g:'minor interest

* Postmark: major interest

This presentation focuses on the earliest accomplishments of heavier-than-air
aviation pioneers, whose prowess was measured in height, distance, and speed. The
scope of this presentation ends with the first major international flying competition,
the Grande Semaine D’ Aviation, held in Reims France, August, 1909. Postcards for
this presentation were curated to represent significant historical achievements -
commemorated in the image, documented in time and place by the postmarks, and
witnessed by the senders if possible.



Background: Postcard Popularity

1873: First postcards issued by POD
1898: Private issue of postcards authorized by POD

1904: St Louis Exposition Y/ S TN,
oot UIs

TS oms

(Louisiana Purchase Expo)
1907: POP authorizes Divided Backs
“Golden Age”
1910: 668 million postcards mailed
1913: 968 million postcards mailed
2007: 5798 million postcards mailed
2018: 2706 million postcards mailed

The period beginning with the Wrights’ first manned flights at Kitty Hawk in 1903
through the Grande Semaine D’Aviation in August, 1909 corresponds closely with the
rise in popularity of postcards as a medium for greeting friends and family, often over
long distances. Thus, the volume of material in the marketplace is great, allowing
selectivity. The 23 postcards exhibited in this presentation are numbered in cyan.
Other, supporting material is not numbered.






Samuel P. Langley,
Sec’y: Smithsonian
50hp Balzer engine
Crashes: 07 Oct 1903
B 06 Dec 1903

- Restored, improved, and
~_ flown by Glenn Curtiss
~ = 28 May 1914: 46m

Samuel Pierpont Langley, with engineer and pilot Charles Manly, upper left. Image at
upper right is Curtiss’ flight, after modifications: Addition of floats, improvement of
rigging, improvement in engine, change in conning location. Curtiss was a foremost
pioneer in hydroaviation, along with the Voisin brothers of France.



17 Dec 1903
852ft (260m) in 59 seconds




Newly designed flyers built April 1904, 1905
and flown at Huffman Prairie, OH.

05 Oct 1905: 38 minutes

16 Oct 1905 to 06 May 1908: NO flights!

Nl T > 5,8
G - A -




962. - M. Santos-Dumont wélevant avec son Aéroplane n* 14 bls
(Novembre 1906 J. 4

g Alberto Santos-Dumont 14
Chateau la Bagatelle

sows 26 Oct 1906: 60m x 5m

First flight of a manned, -
_ powered, heavier-than-air

" machine in Europe to be
certified by Aéro-Club de
France.

Won Deutsch—Archdeaboh Prize
for the first officially observed
flight of more than 25 meters.

CARTE POSTALE ZER ’
BB e MARuw.. o s s oy s, (5 vt (s Porn L 2 £ 12 Nov 1906: 220m in 0:21.5
T o Y
CR 1 ot 77 o First world record recognized
i : y 5 by Federation Aeronautique
\ SO R a2 AL Kailly. Internationale
§ N 3 ¢ 23 5 * First person to be filmed in an
N TAu| g T T airplane in flight.
L \ ("decr cicjuice  CDS:  VERSAILLES A PARIS
v b 24-1108
\:._' BRCRIF JY ,A._,.* S S5
(R ((<Zuid)

To convert French francs to 2019 US dollars, multiply by 3 (presuming average annual
inflation is 2.5%). So, 3000 francs was about $9,000 in today’s dollars.






Aerial Experiment Association (JIy, 1907)
“to get into the air”
“Bell’'s Boys” (Rto L):

Glenn H. Curtiss, J.A. Douglas McCurdy, A.G. Bell, F.W.
(Casey) Baldwin, Lt. Thomas Selfridge.
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969. ~ Biplan Américain June Bug « White Wing »
Plans courbés, envergure 13™ ; profondeur des plans au centre 2™, aux extrémités 120 G * i
ot koot A sie;;: P , 8 ¢ S 172 ouvernail horizontal 2my 3¢ om6o.
Queue cellulaire de 430 longueur sur omgo largeur. Distance des plans au centre 1™ ux émités 17
: ! ngu X anc s pla 98, aux extrémités 1™20. Surface totale
36 m. carrés. Poids total avec I'aviateur 285 kgr. Moteur 25 HP § cylindres Curtiss.<e ""J“"“ LR 3%gn Pe gorip o folewife H,

F. W. (Casey) B;gl,dwin, ‘Drome #2, “White Wing”
Stony Brook Farm, Hammondsport, NY
Developed in conjunction with Aerial Experiment Association
| Alexander G. Bell: “movable surfaces at the extremities of the wing piece”
18 May 1908: 90m x 3m : ;
21 May 1908: 310m in 19 seconds; Glenn Curtiss’ first flight.
23 May 1908: wrecked beyond repair (McCurdy)
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~ Glenn Curtiss, ‘Drome #3
- “June Bug”

Stony Brook Farm,
Hammondsport, NY

21 Jun 1908

386m in 25 seconds
= 04 Jul 1908, 1930hrs
% 1634m in 100 seconds
(39MPH)

POST

commpsriRpENCE \gsihazay | BB ~ * Won Scientific American

Trophy (1%t stage) for first
flight more than 1km.

j * [Under auspices of Aero
~ Club of America, W. & O.
Wright, members.]

CDS dated 6 weeks after historic flight of this machine, which manifests a layout that
would be used profusely in the coming years... Mailed on a Friday, to a female
companion. Elmira Heights is just down Keuka Lake from Hammondsport.
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Wu YOUWA D A 5\, \':f\.\\‘h\ .

A bit more discussion of the image. Glenn Curtiss (pilot) in the necktie. Casey Baldwin
on his right. Long shadows witness this late-afternoon photograph. Grape arbors on
the hillside place the location at Stony Brook Farm. Very high resolution Real Photo
Postcard reveals facial expressions that seem to convey anticipation, if not
trepidation, and allows close examination of construction details of the machine.
Note relative angles of incidence of main planes and (fixed) tailplane. If flown this
way, plane would pitch up violently, which is exactly what happened on the first
attempt at flight with this machine. After an emergency landing, tailplane was
adjusted for better vertical control and the historic, trophy-winning flight occurred at
7:30PM. These observations lead me to conclude that the image was photographed
immediately prior to the very first attempt at flight.
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Glenn Curtiss at the controls of the Golden Flier (note 4-cylinder engine with
sidedraft carburetors. Scientific American trophy depicts Langley’s machine on the
globe.
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Glenn Curtiss
Golden Flier “Gold Bug”
Hempstead Plains, NY

Built for Aero Society 'c}f

| NY: $5000

812 Jul 1909: 2mi *
“longest flight yet seen in
the vicinity of New York”

16 Jul 1909: 15mi, 23min
17 Jul 1909: 24.7 mi

. * Secured Scientific
American Trophy

(2"d stage)

Aeroplane lasted 5 days before being smashed beyond repair in setting the record.
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Wilbur Wright in France
LeMans & Camp D’Auvours

Arrived France: 29 May 1908

First Flight: 08 Aug 1908
{LeMans) 2 miles in 2 minutes

DS
GARE DA...V.... SARTH
3:3028 _ 08 SR

== Receiver
LA SUZE S..... SARTHE
7 299808

g “My dear Marie,
| just saw our neighbors when we
were going to drink champagne
with Landry and other friends. I'm
doing very well and at home it
must be the same. We are in the
best company, as captains we do
pretty much what we like. G.F.
11th Company of the 28th
Territorial Regiment”

Wilbur traveled to France to sell his invention to the French Army, since the US
military expressed very little interest. He sent a plane over in May that was severely
damaged in shipping, taking until August to be repaired. He quickly outgrew the
environs of LeMans, and moved the enterprise 10 miles East to Camp D’Auvours.

Postcard mailed from Gare D’Auvours to La Suze, both in the Sartre region. One must
presume that “our neighbors” refers to Wilbur Wright and his retinue, who shared the
Camp D’Auvours with a French artillery regiment (the 11t of the 28%?). Wright had
arrived at Camp D’Auvours a week prior to this card being mailed.
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& % & . ] . . .
el lee o 5.5 Wilbur Wright in France
Lo . LeMans & Camp D’Auvours

Move to Camp D'Auvouirs:
| 21 Aug 1908

01 Sep 1908: 2 hrs
(endurance test)
03 Sep 1908: 10 minutes
16 Sep 1908: 39 minutes
' 21 Sep 1908: 1:32hrs, 41 mi
03 Oct 1908: 55.6 minutes
(first with a passenger)

AL

2 <
CARTE "POST

La Correspondance du recto n'est pas acceptée par fous 1,-;‘,@.\ élrangeeny:

Correspondance

V4 e cDs
s, | (‘/Zg"f/ LE MANS SARTHE 1-11 08
l/ & 4 {,,'»;4/ £ U Al
Dy . Receiver:
(e fpeuss NANCY MTHE gr MUE 2 -11 08




34_LOCOMOTION AERIENNE -WILBURG WRIGTH eL ZENS Sur biplan.

Ernest Zens was a frequent passenger in Wilbur’s experiments.
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Orville Wright at Ft Myer, VA
17 Sep 1908
First fatality: Lt. Thomas Selfridge ./ /

Milita
=32

’ £

£ 4208
*

~ .- S [ 3
- RN R I e

More than $0.5 million in today’s dollars!

20



35. SPORTS - Aviation — L'spparel + Bieiot  (Octobre 1908) ") Louis Bleriot Vl”tel'
y at Issy le Moulineux
: Early use of ailerons

29 Jun 1908: 700m \
¢ Won 2" 200m prize,
" Aéro-Club de France.

21 Oct 1908: 7k in 6;40

CDs:
Paris, Av DeLaRepublique
5-809

22 “Friends, Working without
ko~ '
T, ceds, /m: /ﬁoz,(xzn«ﬁm%k pause, tire[ess[y, to

GM&A/»\)W( a” At g
g ML T %ﬂm stupified or we arrive

I NACN0T
W'M‘ LAA/ >

Postcard mailed one week after Bleriot’s historic crossing of “La Manche”, the English
Channel. Ailerons visible in the image date the postcard to around the October 1908
flights.



998. L'Aéroplanc Gelluluize FARMAN N¢ 1 bis moteus

(Gabriel Voisin)

{ seconds

# 26 Oct 1907: 771m

v 1:14.

CARTE POSTALE

I el £10,000

Henri Farman, No. 1°
at Issy le Moulineaux

23 Oct 1907: 186m in 15.4

* Won Archdeacon Cup

first flight of > % hour:

S

09 Nov 1907: 1030m in

13 Jan 1908: 1.5km in 1:28

Correspondance Adresse
/107 # » Won Grand Prix D’Aviation
/g | wonseae (O (loscn for first round-trip flight of >
i e s 1 kilometer: £50,000
: ! > i ) -~
i \F 7 A 5 ;
i / Ltte Hantoee (O Jul 1908: 20.3 minutes
- e » Won Armangoud Prix for

Inset: Henri Farman, standing on starboard, behind wing.
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CORRESPONDANCE

T |

(,ARTE POS l'AL}

L Correspondance 45 1ecto w'sst pas sccapibe oar 10a

—

Henri Farman No. 3
~at Camp de Chalons
: (Mourmelon)

29 Sep — 28 Oct 1908: "
Multiple flights of >34km

LI

MARNE

23



CORRESPONDANCE

-2 Henri Farman No. 3
& 29 Oct 1908:

CARTE POSTALE

ADRESSE

£ Chalons to Reims, 27km

in 20 minutes

‘(with ailerons)

CDS: PARIS?
30-11 08

Receiver:  TROUVILLE
1-12 08

“Souvenirs of

young age

All Paris in

my heart”
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3P Avlaticn cn 1905, — M. Witbar Wright sole § une haut

~*_—_ Wilbur Wright in France
. Coupe Michelin

* Record for longest flighf:

31 Dec 1908: 124.7km
-2:18:33.6

£20,000 (+ F10,000)
¢ CDS:
. SARTHE 31 -12 08
;,
o : Receiver:
0‘?0)‘“}/“ {'/‘lﬁ“[n!“ff 3 0 %m’/{, %{g{i{éﬁd H()_NFIE)EQUR CALVADOS
kd/“‘:;t"""t‘ "1 AP puue e % %’ul%&?’/ﬁ’—— _coil
ol : %///IMJK
zas “Happy New Year to
2 everyone”

Did Marguerite witness the historic flight?
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o, 2y /m A Join P

a,-*ﬂ_..v\n‘/u.o_f’t‘«

&Y’/

J/.- n—*{a»l«—-_

’lot ok jff‘%

3 SRS, Siye
R Capt. Ferdinand Ferber

(F. De Rue) Firt: ol
- Type IX o agd)
- Founded Ligue Natlonale
Aerlenne

15 Sep 1908: 9.65km in 9min
Participated (Voisin) in:
* Port-Aviation meetings
- 23 May 1909
- 13 Jun 1909

* Douai 1909
* Vichy 1909
* Reims 1909

ﬁ% ; PARIS 28 -12 08
T 5 B
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JUVISY-aus ORGE (5.5-0.)

7 pleln gol € M.
9

Leon Delagrange
Juvisy-sur Orge

- Viry-Chatillon

23 May 1909

_Offlaal Opening, Port-Awatlon

Prix de Lagatinerie (E5, 000)
10 laps x 1.2km

4 competitors, incl. De Rue,
Rougier, de Pischof

Delagrange completed 5800m
in 10:18.6 before dark, was
named winner, but only half
the prize money was awarded.

"follement ovationné"

CDS:
VIRY-CHATILLON et OISE

16 6__
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e e e Hubert Latham
4 T s meSlaAnaInetteyV
- Camp de Chalons

 May 1909: New duration
‘record for Europe: 1:07 -

/06 Jun 1909: Prix Amboise
Goupy: 6km in 4:13

CDS: 18 -6 09
~ R.DANTON PARIS 25

CARTE POSTALE

L Gorraspondasce s recto a'ast pas ascspies par s les Pays Burangers. (Se

: ~ “The monoplane currently

A ALl O oo o s Bl Pl batcn OCCUDIES the attention. Latham

2Rl e ol has flown one hour. In a few

}Z s e Lotis days Latham offers to cross the
- ~ English Channel. Until now he

15 s> holds the record for
B L7 SRR j ”
as/“””'s 7 A " R monoplanes. J.M.




La Brayelle

10 Jan 1909: Ligue Nationale Aérienne,
Douai branch founded

28 Jun 1909 to 18 Jul 1909

Purse: £26,000

Prix du Nord: speed, 2km (F3,000)

Prix Mahieu : speed, 1km (F1,000)
Grand Prix de Douai : distance (F6,000)

Louis Bleriot debuts model XII
03 Jul 1909: 47.277km in 47:17 *

Flight terminated by blown engine, thlrd-
degree burns to foot. T & !

18 Jul: 1km in 1:09
2km in 2:29

!
i
|
=f
i

!

!

!

|

:

Louis Paulhan Octavie No.3 (Vousm)
15 Jul 1909: 48.178km in 1:17:19
18 Jul 1909: 150m world altitude record

First time for two aeroplanes to compete
gether on the same course!

Red arrow points to exhaust downpipe in the Model XII which was responsible for
Bleriot’s burn injury. The injury severely hampered him in the Channel attempt, 11
days later, and into the races in late August at Reims.
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AERODROME 2

5 1S2A" es Chums Llysies. PARIS
d ~ Concours PROMENADES
LECONS

30.000%s PRIX
= » PRIX 0£ 10.000*
SRS OFFERT ranua VILLE oc

= = VICHY

18-25 Jul 1909

Purse: £30,000

Grand Prix de la Ville de Vichy:
speed, 20km (F16,000)

Prix du Passage de L'Allaire : speed,
4km Xcountry

Prix du Tour de Piste: speed,
1.666km

Paul Tissandier Wright-Ariel

21 Jul 1909: 20km in 23:29
4km in 5:01.4
1.666km in 1:52

Louis Paulhan Octavie No.3
(Voisin)
24 Jul 1909: 4km in 5:00

25 Jul 1909: Meeting terminated by
violent thunderstorm that wrecked
grandstand and 4 hangars.
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Louis Bleriot X/
Calais to Dover

January, 1909
'* Model Xl introduced.

“Most successful
embodiment of the
Wrights” wing-warping

CARTESFO: ever applied to the
: e monoplane”
o \ TS 2 — Gabriel Voisin
A A 2
; ¥ | Hgeisrieer 25 Jul 1909
s :,/,f” _/”‘ £ iy o s '

/ 7
/| ) S/ ivies e .
[ /VJ/M \ pRr s 26 miin 32 minutes

u & V7 o * Won Daily Mail prize:
PETIT-BEURRE LU wf’ai: £1000

Postcard mailed from Charleroi February 21, 1911 and delivered to Annam, Indochina
(a French colony), March 28, 1911.



S e

PAY
AVIATIEN

Postcard | wish | had in the collection: Bleriot’s landing in Dover...Pau was Bleriot’s
home airfield, where he built his machines and trained their pilots.
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Hubert Latham ~ I
at Camp de Chalons (Mourmelon)

Another in this series of magnificent period art cards. This one is unused.
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Correspondance Adreuse

MOZ”W Mindeiiin dr C s Do
=eige I ot s

L
/ 40

e

Hubert Latham
Antoinette VII it bnll
- Sangatte to Dover via

- LaManche

= 19 Jul 1909

¢ 1stattempt, 6 miles.
2 * Firstmanto &
successfully land in
water!

28 (29?) Jul 1909
e 2M attempt, a few
hundred yards short.
* Machine wrecked.

CDS: 14 _ 09
R. DE , PARIS? 28

Postcard image from the July 19 attempt.
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33 - LOCOMOTION AERIENNE — LATHAR , SUP “AnLoineLte VII” au depart de Sangatte (29 Juillet 1909). 0




Card was purchased and mailed during the first Grande Semaine D’Aviation, Betheny,

Reims.

Roger Sommer Farman

May 1909

- * Bought a Farman

05 Jul 1909

CARTE POSTALE

Correspondance Adres

S R W e (s
Wots LeMenrc., 3e b Ticles

2w

.?D: -

* Flight of ~¥30 minutes

07 Aug 1909: 2:27:15
* New world’s record

CDS: 29 -8 09
BETHENY AVIATION
MARNE
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Other Significant Pioneers (1905-1909)

J.C.H. Ellehammer Denmark
Fréres Voisin (Charles and Gabriel)  France
Robert Esnault Pelterie France
Leon Levavaseur - France
M. De Pischof France
William W. Christmas USA
Georges Legagneux France
Welferinger _ France
Samuel Franklin Cody (Cowdery) USA/England
Baron Pierre De Caters France
Alessandro Anzani Italy
Ambroise Goupy France
Armand Zipfel France
J.C. Moore-Brabazon England
George Cockburn England
Henri Rougier France
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e e

| | 200.000 4e PRIX

Competitions

Prix de la Vitesse (fastest
three laps: 30km; £10,000)

. Prix du Tour de Piste (fastest

single lap; £7,000)

Prix des Passagers
(F10,000) A
Prix de I'Altitude (F7,000)
Grand Prix de la

Champagne
(duration; F50,000)

Coupe Internationale
d'Aviation Gordon-Bennett
(fastest two laps: 20km;
£25,000)

2,462.6 km flown!
Half-million paid attendance!
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= L -~ 3 E .I“
iRy = -

GRANDE SEMAINE D'AVIATION DE CHAMPAGNE (Journée du 29 AoQt)
Aspect des Tribunes pendant la derniére journée

y Bienaimé, Reims
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N - ==
r POST CARD Carte Postale  rostkarte 4
BRIEFKAART — POSTKAART |

CARTOLINA POSTAI.EV,‘— OTKPBITOE NHCLMO — TARJETA POSTAL

“Grand Prix

 under way with much security.

..beau temps en Champagne et

23 May 1909 -
Official Opening, Port-Avia

TR,

* 29 Aug: 50km (&E“{\é'f >
Prix du Tour de Pigtfé} .-
+ 29 Aug: 11:03.6 (

“Reims, 29.VIII.09
...aviators are elegantand at |
the same time two dirigibles

5 3

o,

beaucoup de plaiser"

.
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Henri Farman
Farman No. 3

Won Grand Prix
e 180km in 3:04:56.4
(F50,000)

Won Prix des Passagers
i * 2(F10,000) -

| Prix de I'Altitude
“ e 110m (2", F3,000)

Card not in collection, but image from Grande Semaine D’Aviation, 1909.
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&WWM uma\n sur mnnopu moimuus'nummﬂn mnwsajg

EX, Paris. 195, rue du Temple
(5| (B SRR 6 \

s

CAR"PE P@STALE

" Tous les pays étran s u regto. Se 4 la poste,

AM
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.GIMIDE EIEI.. 'E DAV lln oN D! CH AI:ABNE( nm‘ ﬁ nA;m:s ) v ,R ' Louis Bleriot XI’ 1122»_

"8uriot sat Vap monoplan 10

Won Prix du Tour de Piste

| : . Sfastest single lap; F7,000)

f . ]m . 28Aug1909:7:47.8 "

i - ' e

F ’ | B  ‘Gordon Bennett Cup (2 laps)
§ 1 ©  Fastest lap, but 2" place:

B I ~ finish.

Prix de la Vltesse (3 laps)
Crashed 2" |ap

, CDS:
- BETHENY AVIATION MARNE
26 -8 09

“What a misfortune lays the
~ distance away from here...

~ admire the prowess of
Bleriot, Latham and
Curtiss...




T B Accotdv e Rums ey
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Glenn Curtiss
Reims Racer

Won Prix de la Vitesse
«  23:29 (F10,000)

Prix du Tour de Piste

* 29 Aug 1909: 7:49.2
(2" to Bleriot by 1.4
seconds, F3,000)

Won Gordon Bennett Cup
e 15:50.4 (beats Bleriot
by 6 seconds, £25,000)

‘... » Secures first Gordon

Bennett Trophy, setting
1910 venue (US)
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V‘;}‘\"/‘\?
A WNIay

(B0
POST CARR of "\
CORRESFONDENCE |

..m\agg;w s
| \\,ﬁ 5

Left: the Gordon Bennett trophy, Wright Flyer perched on top. A celebratory card,
mailed shortly after Curtiss’ triumphant return to the US. Depicts the Reims Racer in
high resolution. Inset shows the water-cooled V8 engine from the front.
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