WASHINGTON-FRANKLINS

ON COVER AND PIECE

The Washington-Franklin Series, 1908-22, is clearly the most complex
and fascinating series of stamps ever issued by the United States.
This Third Bureau Issue boasts more than 210 ma jor catalog listings.
These many varieties were the result of a major evolution in the way
the Bureau produced stamps.

This exhibitc shows the evolution of the series, with selected covers
included to illustrate each change. In the section showing this evo-
lution, Scott catalog numbers have been included to facilitate fol-
lowing the changes. Mahy of thc dates indicated are based on the ex-
hibitors' research and are now accepted by the Philatelic Foundation,

the American Philatelic Soclety and the American First Day Cover Soclety.
Ma jor catalogs are also changing their listings to reflect this new in-
formation.

This time span also was a perlod of great international upheaval, and
this is well reflected in the postal history of the series. Covers are
included which illustrate that the Washington-Franklin Series offers a
fascinating arrary of varieties and usages and an area of research more
fertile than that of any other series of United States stamps.

Note: This collection was exhibited in various national
stamp shows in the early 1980’s and at Ameripex ‘86.
The collection was sold in Superb Auctions dated April
29, 1989 and September 22, 1989.

© Ed Siskin, 1986
Released to Public Domain



THE ORIGINAL ISSUE

"ONE CENT® FRANKLIN

"TWO CENTS” WASHINGTON
NUMERICAL HIGH VALUE WASHINGTONS
DOUBLE LINE WATERMARK
PERFORATED 12

BOOKLET PANES

Post Office Bepartwent,
(Office of the
" @hirh Assistant Poshmaster General.

332a (PF)

The only documented First Day Cover of the "Two Cents" Washington
booklet pane, this single was postmarked November 16, 1908. This
was the first stamp issued in the new series.
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The only reported First Day Cover of the '"One Cent" Franklin Booklet
pane, December 2, 1908.
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A full booklet pane of the "Two Cents'" Washington used to pay the
correct postage and registration fee



115 4th Av., w
NEW YORK N. Y. gj&%}
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‘ Herren Hagens, An

GERMANY .

The 8¢ value was probably issued in late December 1908. Post-
marked January 26, 1909, this is the Earliest Documented Cover.
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The 10¢ value was probably issued in late January 1909. This
February 6, 1909, cover is the Earliest Documented Cover



SHEET STAMPS
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The "Two Cents' Washington in sheet form was first placed on

sale about December 1, 1908. This is the Earliest Documented
Cover, December 4, 1908.
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331, 333, 334, 335

The 3¢, 4¢ and 5¢ values were probably placed on sale the end of
December 1908. This cover to Austria, postmarked January 12, 1909,
is the Earliest Documented Cover for all three values.
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344, 339

The 13¢ value was issued to pay the 8¢ registry fee, effective
until October 31, 1909, plus 5¢ international postage. Since

this cover was mailed to Funchal, Madeira, March 14, 1911, 2¢

was added to pay the increased registry fee of 10¢.
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The two 15¢ values on this envelope, used as a label for a package,
paid the 8¢ registry fee plus 11X domestic first class postage.
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This overpaid, philatelic cover from Shanghai in June 1916
is the only documented cover of the 50¢ Washington. (Ex-

Knapp, Tows)

333, 336, 341

The only documented usage of the 50¢ 'value on a mailing tCag
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332, 332, 342

Piece from a package mailed from New York to Birdsboro, Pennsyl-
vania, circa 1909. $1.28 paid postage for either a 3 1lb., 11 oz.
first class registered package or a 7 lb., 6 oz. fourth class
registered package.

1 cover and 1 piece have been documented franked with the $1.00
Washington.



IMPERFORATE SHEET STAMPS

Sheets of the 1¢-5¢ values were sold imperforate by special order,
usually to companies which manufactured vending or affixing machines.

343, 344

This 2¢ strip of 4 illustrates both 2 mm and 3 mm spacing between
stamps. On some plates the Bureau experimented with different
spacing on the same sheet in an attempt to counteract the effect
of uneven paper shrinkage.
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Imprint and plate number block of 6 used to pay the 10¢ special delivery
fee plus 2¢ postage
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IN 8 DAYS RETURN TO
WM. v. o. WETTERN, JR.,
A1 W SARATOGA STREET,
BALTIMORE, MD.

yGlencig Howard Co,, w.d.
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345 (AFDCS)

Although the 3¢ value was not sold over the counter until February 19,
1909, a quantity of this stamp was delivered to the U.S. Automatic
Vending Company in New York on February 13, 1909. This is the Earliest
Documented Cover of this value, February 13, 1909.



COIL STAMPS
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v After B days, rcturn to

Al HUGH M. CLARK,

. B36 Pustal Telegraph BId.,
CHICAGOQ, ILL.
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Only about 15,000 copies of the 10¢ coil were sold, and only five
covers have been documented.
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16¢ pays registry plus triple domestic rate



STAMPS PRINTED ON BLUISH PAPER

ORIGINAL DESIGN
DOUBLE LINE WATERMARK
PERFORATED 12

In February 1909, the Bureau experimented with using special papers in
an attempt to reduce wastage caused by uneven shrinkage of paper. Be-
cause of this shrinkage, stamps were often misperfed. Despite many
changes, this remained a problem until the advent of the Electric Eye
perforators in 1935.

Most of the papers used for these experiments were 35% rag content, but
a very small quantity of paper containing about 20% China clay was also
used. These stamps became known as the Blue Papers.

Although all values up to the 15¢ were printed on these special papers,

only the 1¢ and 2¢ values were regularly issued. They were sold only
in Washington from February to May 1909.

A few sheets of other values were inadvertently mixed in with shipments
of stamps and sold in other cities. The 4¢ and 8¢ values were never
legitimately sold by the Post Office.

, Made in Germany. A. C. Bosselman & Co., New York.

This side is for the address.

1¢ bluish paper to pay domestic post card postage



JULIAN P. BALDWIN,
BUILDER
BALLSTON, VIRGINIA.
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368

The only documented contemporary usage of the 2¢ bluish paper outside
of Washington, DC
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WASHINGTON, D. C.
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The only documented 2¢ China clay cover (Ex-Johl)



362

Unigue 6 Cent Blue Paper Cover (Repaired)



CHANGE TO SINGLE LINE WATERMARK

ORIGINAL DESIGN
PERFORATED 12 [/

Only two changes had so far been made in the Washington-Franklin series.
The Bureau had experimented with varying spacing between stamps on the
1¢-5¢ values and with using different types of paper, both in order to
counteract the effects of uneven paper shrinkage. This shrinkage
caused difficulties in perforating the stamps and thus led to an unac-
ceptable amount of waste.

In November 1910 the Bureau started printing stamps on paper with a
single line watermark, another attempt to solve the uneven shrinkage
problem This was the only change made at this time.
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378, 376, 377

June 1911 usage to Canada, 10¢ registry plus 2¢ postage



COIL STAMPS
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363, 388 (PF)

2¢ coils on both double line water mark (left) and single line water-
mark papers. All 2¢ stamps of the series printed on double line wa-
termark paper have this distinctive color.



389 (PF)

"The Orangeburg Coil," the most celebrated stamp of the Washington-
Franklin series, was the only 3¢ coil perforated 12 in the series. All
copies were sold to Bell & Company, who used them to mail 3 ounce samples
of their antacid medicine to doctors around the country. The stamps were
used primarily between April and September 1911.

This cover is acknowledged to be the finest example surviving.



CHANGE COIL PERFORATIONS TO 8 1/2

In December 1910 the Bureau began perforating the 1¢ and 2¢ endwise and
sidewise coil stamps 8% instead of 12 because patrons and postal workers
complained that the perf. 12 coils separated too easily. The remaining
values were changed gradually through 1913. .

Line pair to pay 2¢ domestic rate

6 POSIAGES
THE JPosteraft COMPANY - \F‘?}"’\‘\“ -
165 BROADWAY _ C%KO '447 R % -~
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Baxter D. Whitney & 6Gon,
Winchendon,

Mass,

e d
301

2¢ paste-up single to pay domestic rate. Coils were made by hand, takin
the full sgeet of 400 gerforated in one direction, cutting ¥t inté stripg
and pasting them together, forming paste-up pairs at this juncture.
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After 5 days, return to

DAVENPORT, IQWA.
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October 1913 usage of '""The Baby Orangeburg Coil" to send a 3 ounce
pharmaceutical sample. Cover was returned, and another example of the
stamp was added to pay the postage due. Parcel post postage did not
include return of undeliverable mail.
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1915 registered domestic usage

H. F. COLMAN
SECOND NATIONAL BANK BLDG.,
500 SEVENTH STREET, N. W,,
WASHINGTON, D, C.

I/',i P
Mr. Henry Lne{[o))“cf/pr

#457 13th streat DE/'M/VD[D

Oakland ?

396, 376 (AFDCS)

The first day of sale of the 5¢ coil is unknown. This May 20, 1913,
cover is the Earliest Documented Cover.



REVISED DESIGN

NUMERICAL WASHINGTON UP TO 7c VALUE
NUMERICAL FRANKLIN 8c VALUE AND ABOVE
SINGLE LINE WATERMARK

PERFORATED 12

From February 1912 to May 1914 the Bureau changed the design of the

series. 1¢ - 7¢ were to be numerical Washingtons with 8¢ value and
above being numerical Franklins.

There were three reasons for the change. First, the 1¢ and 2¢ values
of the initial series violated UPU rules. UPU required denominations
on stamps to be numerical. Second, postal workers and patrons com-
plained that it was too easy to confuse denominations because of de-
sign and color similarities. Third, additional values were needed
since the parcel post stamps were being phased out, and the regular
issue was to be used on parcel post packages.

fg);knzﬁovkaﬂum (:\401L01Nﬂox~ j
\ (gbuLL ST’VV\;L}Klg_ e e O e
(eI 405, 374
aynus
S,
.t¥7LGAA(J\,
e
406, 375

Covers franked with a combination of both original and revised designs



419, 421

High values used to pay
35X first class domestic
rate. Probably used as

a label on a package con-
taining checks.



COIL STAMPS

In March 1912 new 1¢ and 2¢ c0115, both sidewise and endwise, were issued.
They were still perforated 8%.
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After Five Days Return To

W. C. Phillips & Company
GLASTONBURY CT. U.S.A,
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4. V. Filstrup,

Benton Harber,

Bex 1027. Mich.

S Y

410

1914 first class domestic usage
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By U.S. postal regulations, domestic rates applied to Cuba
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Both sidewise and endwise coils on double weight, registered, censored
1918 cover. By the treaty of 1908, the U.S. domestic rate applied on
mail to England. Thus the U.S. war rate was required.

After 10 days, return to
LEO SCHLESINGER & Co., /C\{K Y
872 South Street, //.Q A

NEW YORK, N. Y. = Jun 10
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Although this coil was first shipped in late March 1912, a large stock
of the earlier design existed, and few of the revised design were sold.
This is currently the Earliest Documented Cover, June 10, 1912.



REVISED DESIGN ON LEFTOVER PAPER

60c - $1 FRANKLINS
DOUBLE LINE WATERMARK
PERFORATED 12

The 50¢ and $1.00 value stamps of this series had always been printed
in plates of 200, since fewer of these stamps were needed.

In 1912, when the revised design was being printed, the Bureau still
had a large supply of the double line watermarked paper used for the
original series. In order to save money, they decided to print the

50¢ and $1.00 values of the revised design on this leftover paper.

423 (PF)

One of 3 documented covers of the $1.00 perf. 12 double line watermark
Franklin



CHANGE SHEET STAMP PERFORATIONS TO 10

REVISED DESIGN

SINGLE LINE WATERMARK

Between September 1914 and December 1915, the Bureau switched to larger
perforating wheels, which resulted in 10 holes per two centimeters,
rather than the 12 which had been used since the 1860's.

Patrons and postal workers had been complaining for sometime that the

stamps separated too easily. The Bureau had also begun to use paper of
poorer quality, which exacerbated the problem.

-~

434, 424

The 11¢ value was issued in September 1915. Dated October 8, 1915, this
is currently the Earliest Documented Cover.



CHANGE COIL PERFORATIONS TO 10

REVISED DESIGN
SINGLE LINE WATERMARK

Between April and November 1914, the Bureau switched to smaller per-

forating wheels, which punched 10 holes per centimeter instead of the

8% which had been in use since December 1910.

This change was made because postal workers and patrons complained that
the perf. 8% coils were too difficult to separate and caused tearing of

the stamps.

Only the 1¢ and 2¢ endwise and the 1¢-5¢ sidewise coils were issued in

this format.

REMINGTON PRESS
Weybosset Street — Back of the Fountain

Providence

Mr, ¥. M. Mason,
¢c/o Providsence Institution for Savings,

Providence , R. I.

442

2¢ endwise coil used on domestic first class letter
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This stamp was first sold in early May 1914. This cover with a paste-
up single postmarked May 28, 1914, is currently the Earliest Documented
Cover.
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Strip of 3 used to pay first class domestic postage plus registry in 1915
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COILS PRINTED ON ROTARY PRESS

REVISED DESIGN
SINGLE LINE WATERMARK

PERFORATED 10

Bureau employee Benjamin Stickney had been experimenting for about five
years to find quicker, more economical methods of printing stamps.

In 1914 he was successful in refining a rotary press to the point where
the Bureau was willing to use it to print stamps. Initial experiments
printing sheet stamps were discontinued, since the stamps tended to curl
too much to be practical. None of these sheets were ever issued.

It was decided, however, that the rotary press would be suitable for
printing the coil stamps, since they could be run off in rolls. This
would eliminate the need for hand pasting up twenty stamp strips, which
was time consuming.

These coils were issued starting in November 1914 and continuing through

1916. The 1¢ and 2¢ endwise and 1¢ - 5¢ sidewise coils were issued. The

2¢ existed in Types I, II and II on sidewise coils and Types I and III on
endwise.

After 5 days, returnto
NORTHWESTERN KNITTING CO..
718 Western Ay.,
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,

e o
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Type I endwise coil used in 1916. Fewer than a dozen covers have been
documented.



JNO. I. D. BRISTOL,

MANAGER FOR THE NEW YORK CITY AGENCIES, Q\C’ON_’SQ
THE NORTHWESTERN MuUTUAL LIFE INSUE Righ%u

METROPOLITAN BUILBING,
MADISON AVENUE. 230 STREET AN® FOURTH AV

NEW YORK QITY,

Mr. C. W. Hurst,
Woolworth Bldg.,

City.

4564

The Type Il sidewise coil was first issued about July 2, 1915. This is
currently the Earliest Documented Cover, July 7, 1915.

JNO. I. D. BRISTOL

SENERAL AGENT FOR THE BOROUGHS OF
MANHATTAN AND THE BRONX

THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL LIFE INSUBI\fN

METROPOLITAN BU/L.DING, NO. | MADISON AVENUE
NEw QO'IK ciry

Vr. C. W, Hurst,
Woolworth Bldg.,

City.
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The Type III endwise coil was issued sometime in March 1916. This is
currently the Earliest Documented Cover, April 1, 1916.
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First issued in late February 1916.
Documented Cover of the 3¢ sidewise coil, April 13, 1916.
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NAVY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

U. S. N. A.,, ANNAPOLIS, MD.

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

According to Bureau records, the 4¢ sidewise coil was first distributed

Apparently a small quantity was provided to the post
office at Annapolis, Maryland, where they were used to mail out tickets

This cover, postmarked November 6, 1915,
Three other Annapolis covers are known.

in February 1916.

for the upcoming Army-Navy game.
is the Earliest Documented Cover.

t‘lb

Walter Blakely,
Lincoln Building,
Philadelphia, Pa.

The other two are dated one day later.

This is currently the Earliest




PERFORATION 11 EXPERIMENT

2c SHEET STAMP ONLY

On July 19, 1915, the Post Office placed on sale 2¢ sheet stamps per-
forated 11. Complaints that the original perf. 12 stamps were separating
too easily had led to the perf. 10 stamps. These were too difficult to
separate, so the Bureau decided to try perforating the sheet stamps 11 as

a compromise.
The public reaction to the new perforations was very favorable, but the

Bureau decided to postpone conversion to perforation 11 until the 10
gauge perforating wheels were worn out. This was an economy measure.

Only about 90,000 of these stamps perforated 11 on single line watermark
paper were printed and sold.
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461

The only documented First Day '"Piece," July 19, 1915. No full First
Day Covers are known.



Cover showing blocks of 4
perforated 12, 10 and 11

All are on single line
watermarked paper, postmarked
Washington, DC, July 28, 1915



CHANGE TO UNWATERMARKED PAPER

REVISED DESIGN
PERFORATED 10

Starting in September 1916, the Bureau began printing stamps on un-
watermarked paper. They felt that the single line watermark really did
not protect against counterfeiting of stamps, plus the unwatermarked
paper was cheaper, and using it would save money.

SHEET STAMPS
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Lea- Courtenay Company.

5 Maine 8t.

5%:2 é/aywark, N.J.

464

Block of 4 used to pay special delivery plus postage on June 6, 1917



477, 614, 618

Mailing tag franked with stamps to pay registry plus postage for an

18 1b. 2 oz. first class package mailed in February 1919 from a bank
in Los Angeles to a bank in New York. Contents was most likely gold
coins.
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463, 466, 472, 477, 480
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Front of package wrapper, registered in August 1917 to a foreign des-

tination, probably Russia. At 12¢ per pound parcel post rate, the
package weighed about 130 lbs.



ROTARY PRESS COIL STAMPS

Ten copies of the 1¢ endwise coil on post card canceled in September
1924, paying special delivery fee plus 1¢ postage.

Trs. 1010 S
553 Wt Jur § Tt

Vewr Hode C.T,

February 1921 usage of the Type II endwise coil on Special Delivery cover
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491 (PF)

The 2¢ Type II was probably first sold in December 1916. This is cur-
rently the Earliest Documented Cover, February 2, 1917.
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491, 499 (PF)

June 1917 usage. This is the only documented cover franked with more than
2 copies of this Type II stamp.



497 (AFDCS)

A First Day Cover of the 10¢ coil, January 31, 1922. The last Washington-
Franklin stamp issued. 24 covers were reportedly made.



CHANGE SHEET STAMP PERFORATIONS TO 11

REVISED DESIGN
UNWATERMARKED

After much experimentation, the Bureau decided that sheet stamps per-
forated 11 were the most acceptable.

With a few minor exceptions, from March 1917 to the present, all sheet
stamps printed from flat plates have been perforated 11. '

et Nemrempprag—

EDWARDS, SAGER & RICHMOND
2 RECTOR STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y.

4
4§3ﬁwf42%\
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' @ “The Dyneto Company, e

_ Syracuse,
Registered. N. Y. 1T QAN oy

feturn receipt requested. AR

610, 409

Although the first day of sale of both these stamps was March 23, 1917,
no covers have been reported canceled this date. This registered cover,
postmarked March 27, 1917, is the Earliest Documented Cover for both
stamps.
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602c (PF)

3¢ pair imperforate horizontally between on 1922 cover. The only con-
temporary cover documented with this error.
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Further examples of misperfing in this series due primarily to uneven
paper shrinkage
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The 13¢ value was first sold

marked February 11, 1919, is

__ 184 Boylston Street g’\'

on February 1923 registered,
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Special Dehvery
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Boston, Mass., U.S.A.
RETURK RECAPT radivesTilds .
4
511
special delivery cover. Overpaid.

in late January 1919. This cover, post-
currently the Earliest Documented Cover.



6086, 510, 5156

$2.56 (10¢ stamp folded under) paid for a 5 lb. 2 oz. first class
package at the war rate, plus 10¢ registry fee.
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RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO
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503, 616, 517

Envelope used as a package label. 84¢ pays postage on a 7 1b. parcel,
plus 4¢ for the War Tax

-

»

ar o e vl . e oY
609, 616, 517

Used as a label on a package 89¢ in stamps pa
. ys 86¢ postage for a
14 1b. package to go 600-1000 miles 1 3 i
g Paakage Lo £ W , plus 3¢ for insurance up to $5.00



BOOKLET PANES
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POSTALE
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THE UNIVERSAL INST
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ee Claimed at Office of e
First Address. 5
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1645"
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1¢ booklet pane of 6 plus 6¢ first Air Mail used to pay the 2¢ first
class postage plus 10¢ special delivery in October 1919.
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2¢ booklet pane of 6 (plus 2¢ on obverse) used to pay 4¢ double weight
postage plus 10¢ registry to Canada in 1922.



ur, rrea'i. Sohnalzxith,

1442 stio .
Detroit, ’ niohaldsi’

601b

3¢ Type I pane of 6 to pay 4X domestic rate plus registry in 1926
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Detroit, Michigan
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3¢ Type II block of 4 from booklet used to pay 2¢ first class postage
plus registry in 1924,



AEF BOOKLET PANES

The AEF Booklet Panes, which were issued in 1¢ and 2¢ values, con-
tained 10 panes of 30 stamps each in a 10 x 3 format, The Post Office
felt that these would be easier for the Army Postal Clerks in the
field in France to handle than sheets.

About 1500 booklets of each value were printed and shipped in early
September 1917. The 2¢ booklets were sold out within two months, and
the 1¢ shortly thereafter. :

Because U.S. military personnel were granted the free franking
privilege on October 20, 1917, there was no further need for the
booklets, and they were never reissued.
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A block of 6 from the 2¢ and a single from the 1¢ panes, used to pay
3¢ postage plus 10¢ registry from APO No. 713, Gievres Loire-Et-Cher,
France, to Paris in January 1918. The free frank did not apply, since
the letter was from a civilian.

One of two documented covers franked with stamps from both AEF panes.
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The largest documented multiple of the 2¢ on cover. 'Stars and
Stripes,” mailed from France, postmarked Army Postal Service



In March 1917 the Bureau had
to replace three positions in
a plate of 400 of the 2¢. An
employee apparently looked at
the transfer roll, which has
a reverse image of the en-
graving, mistook 2¢ for 5¢
and rocked in dies of the 5¢
stamp in position 18 of the
lower right pane and posi-
.tions 74 and 84 of the upper
left pane of plate #7942.
This plate was in production
from March 9 to April 1, 1917.
About 50,000 sheets were
printed with 3 errors each.

Since this happened at the
eime the Bureau was changing
from perf. 10 to perf. 11.,
the error was found on sheets
perforated 10 and 11 and also
on imperforate ones. &4 covers
have been reported with perf.
10 errors, about 35 with perf.
11, and no covers were made of
the imperf.

Position 18 of the lower right
pane used in February 1921 as
2¢ in a block of 9 to pay spe-
cial delivery plus 4X air mail
rate, which was at that time
2¢ per ounce.
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499, 505

Position 74 of the upper left pane used as 2¢ in a block of 6 to pay
registry and postage in March 1920.
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Single error used to pay 2¢ domestic postage in September 1917
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714 Hamilton Street, Allentown, Pa.

THE STORE MEN'S, WOMEN'S
FAMOUS 43 snons and CHILDREN'S
Graduate Orthoj ic Specialist in attendance

Tt O amination Free

OLD & METZGER

Perf 10 Variety

467



EXPERIMENTAL TRANSFER ROLL - TYPE la

The relief dies for printing U.S. stamps had always been rocked into
the soft engraving plates on transfer rolls containing a single die.
Thus the designs were transferred one stamp at a time. This was time
consuning, so, to save time and money, the Bureau experimented in mid-
December 1919 with using a transfer roll with 10 images, in a 2 x 5
format. In order to create uniform designs, the pressure exerted by
the transfer roll press had to be tripled. The resulting stamps had
much deeper and clearer engraving.

Unfortunately, the increased pressure damaged the two plates used, and
the transfer roll was already worn out when the two plates were flnished.
Therefore, this was a false economy, and the idea was scrapped.

There was only one small printing from each of the two plates made from
this multi-subject transfer roll.
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Postmarked December 22, 1919, this is the Earliest Documented Cover from
the first plate.



After 5 Days rewuran to

COOLIDGE CORNER NEW
DISTRIBUTORS OF

Newspapers and Magazine

262 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE,

o ar at a2 o 1

500

From the second plate. The mottled color characteristic of this
plate, was caused by the worn transfer roll and the warped plate,
both the result of the increased pressure from the transfer roll press.

1687 o
THE UNION CENTRAI_ LIFE ) 1S POSTAGE
e INSURANCE Co. ; ‘
CINCINNATI, OHIO

&*fr Clifford E.Close,

nace, '
Se
National Thrift Week,

~3/77,
January 17-24, 1920. //
7/779/ P / }M[a,«/ym:/e :?

482A

It was not known for many years that imperforate sheets of Type Ia
had been sold. It was discovered in the 1930's that sheets had appar-
ently been sold to Schermack Mailing Machine Company, although there
was no record of such a sale. Based on color and impression, the im-
perforate had to be printed from the first plate.

About 20 stamps and only 4 covers have been found franked with the im-
perf. This is the Earliest Documented Cover, February 27, 1920.



1917 "TWO CENTS" ECONOMY ISSUE

With the demise of the U.S. Automatic Vending Machine Company in 1917,

the New York City Post Office was left with 1433 sheets of the imperfor-
ate "Two Cents" stamps, double line watermark of the type issued 1908-10.
They were returned to Washington, but as an economy measure, they were not
destroyed but were perforated with the perforation 11 machine then in use.

The stamps were then returned to New York City where they were all sold
between October 3-30, 1917.
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619

Cover postmarked October 30, 1917, the day on which the stamps sold
out. Five contemporary covers have been reported.



NEW $2.00 AND $5.00 DESIGNS

UNWATERMARKED

PERFORATED 11

Beginning in 1916, the Post Office was experiencing a tremendous increase

in parcel post mail, especially heavy packages, largely as a result of
World War I.

They asked the Bureau to design new $2.00 and $5.00 stamps to match the
current series. While the Bureau was designing the new stamps, in order
to meet the demand for these high values, in March 1917 the Post Office
reissued the $2.00 and $5.00 stamps of the 1903 series, perforated 10 on
unwatermarked paper. The original stamps had been perforated 12 on
double line watermark paper.

The new $2.00 and $5.00 Washington-Franklins were finally issued in
August 1918. The Post Office was unhappy with the $2.00 because it had
been printed in an orange/red and black combination, while they had asked
for red and black. It was reissued in November 1920 in carmine and black.
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523, 475

A piece from a Railway Mail Service receipt postmarked December 17, 1918,
and covering partial postage and war tax for a number of packages shipped
at the same time. Since the war tax paid would have covered a larger

postage bill, some or all of the remaining packages apparently had some
postage on them.



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

/ REC! ISTE li kD IMim of g United States at Denver, Golo.

CASHIER’S OFFICK

z MJ&IL l OFFICIAL BUSINESS
. n’ cis0

Penalty for B'rluate use SO0,

"EXAMINE SEAL CAREFULLY

547, 618, 617

Mailing tag with postage enough to cover registry and postage on a 10 lb.
10 oz. package, most likely a bag of coins from the Denver Mint.

DAVID B. COOK ,
12 MCPHERSON TERRACE - B 179
ALBANY, N. Y,

(NSUK L

‘\IO 34040

M ¥

Edgar H. Cook
745 Belmont Avenue

Long Beach, California,

A M S s

524

This envelope was used, probably around 1920, as a mailing label on a
39 1b. package insured for $100.



OFFSET PRINTING

1c - 3c NUMERICAL WASHINGTONS
UNWATERMARKED
PERFORATED 11

During World War I there was increased correspondence and thus a
great demand for low value postage stamps. At the same time, the
plates used for printing the stamps were wearing out very quickly
because the domestic inks being used were very gritty. The inks
previously used had been imported from Germany and were of much
higher quality. Obviously these were no longer available.

The Bureau began printing stamps from surface printing plates made

by the photo offset process. This was intended as a temporary
measure.

Since the war rate was 3¢, the 3¢ stamp had priority, and in late
March 1918 the 3¢ offset was issued. The 1¢ followed in December
1918, and the 2¢ on March 15, 1920, after the 2¢ rate had been re-
stored. The 2¢ was printed by the offset method for about a year
until the Bureau could resume their normal production level of en-

graved stamps. The 1¢ and 3¢ offsets had been discontinued shortly
after the 2¢ rate had been restored.

In order to obtain a crisp stamp image, the Bureau experimented
with various master dies for use in making the offset plates. Two
master dies, Types III and IV were used for the 3¢ value, and five,
Types IV, V, Va, VI and VII were used for the 2¢. Only one die was
used for the 1¢. All 3¢ imperforates were Type IV.

Type III offsets used in May 1918 on registered U.S. censored
cover to Brazil
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A First Day Cover of Type IV, March 15, 1920. About 40 covers were made.
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Cover of Type VII. This
cover is postmarked No-

vember 10, 1920, two days
after the first shipment
was made from the Bureau.
Almost certainly a First

Day Cover.
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532

The Earliest Documented Cover of Type IV, April 8, 1920, six days
after the first shipment from the Bureau.
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THE UNION CENTRAL LIFE INS. Co.
F JURTH AND VINE STREETS
CINCINNATI, O.

1920
OH\Q

6348 (PF)

The Earliest Documented Cover of Type VII, November 3, 1920, one day
after the first Bureau shipment. Almost certainly a First Day Cover.



EXPERIMENTAL ROSSBACK PERFORATING MACHINE

In August 1919 the Bureau experimented with a high speed perforating
machine called the Rossback. This machine was used to perforate about
2,000,000 of the 1¢ Washington offset printing, but about half of these

were destroyed because of perforation spoilage. These were the only U.S.
stamps ever perforated 12 g.

U. S. CAPITOL FROM HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING.
WASHINGTON, D. €

The United States Capitol is here shown as seen from
the House Office Building across the green lawns and
amid the stately trees which adorn the spacigus grounds.
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PUBLISHED BY B. §, REYNOLDS CO.. 1202 D ST., NORTHWEST WASHINGTON, D. C.

Early usage of the Rossback, August 26, 1919, to pay domestic post card
rate.

636

Block of 6 of the Rossback paying triple domestic first class rate
on November 30, 1919, the last day of sale of these stamps.



COIL WASTE ISSUES

The Bureau had been printing coil stamps on the rotary press since 1914.
Coils were printed on rolls that were 17 stamps wide by any length. The

overruns of the coils,which wereiusually between 50 and 100 rows long,
had been clipped off and saved.

The Bureau had accumulated a large quantity of the '"coil waste," and

in June 1919, again as an economy measure, they decided to use it.

They took the '"coil waste" from the 1¢, 2¢ and 3¢ sidewise coils, which
had been perforated 10 vertically and perforated them 11 horizontally.
They then had sheets of stamps 17 x any length perforated 10 x 11.
These were cut into sheets of 170 stamps, 17 x 10. Sometimes these
were cut a second time making sheets of either 70 or 100 stamps. These
sheets were then distributed to a number of large Post Offices.

538, 540, 541

November 1919 philatelic usage of blocks of all three 10 x 11 coil
waste denominations.



In May 1921 the Bureau had a very long overrun of waste from 1¢ and 2¢
sidewise coils, none of which had been perforated. To cut costs, they
decided to perforate and sell it. This time it was perforated 11 all
around and sold in the same sheet format as the previous 'coil waste,"
17 x 10.

The 2¢ value was perforated first and distributed to the Washington and
New York Post Offices. It was first sold on May 26, 1921. The 1¢ value
was sold ONLY at the Philatelic Agency in Washington, beginning in
December 1921.

)

W. J. ZINK

Dealer in and Importer of
Postage Stamps for Collectors
4607 Denison Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio

Mr. H.F. Metz
2029 N.2nd. Street
Philadelphia

P.I

5456

The only documented contemporary cover of the 1¢ value
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The only documented block of 4 on a contemporary cover, July 28, 1921



EXPERIMENTAL ROTARY PRESS SHEET STAMPS

The Bureau had such success with printing coils on the rotary presses
that they began to think that rotary printing was the way to go for
sheet stamps also.

On May 26, 1920, the first rotary sheet stamps were issued, The 1¢
numeral Washington was printed in vertical sheets of 400. The rotary
press inuse in 1920 was equipped with a 10 gauge perforator which
could perforate the sheets horizontally if connected. The vertical
perforations were then added separately on a machine in use for sheets,
which perforated 11. We therefore have the 1¢ numerical Washington,
perforated 10 x 11, and slightly higher than a flat plate printing
would be due to the stretching of the plate.

The experiment was reasonably successful, but there were still problems
to iron out. The paper was stretched and weakened during the rotary
printing process, causing the paper to curl and resulting in unaccept-
able separation in the sheets on the perf. 11 side.

The Bureau then decided to try using the rotary press, changing the
perforations to 10 all around. After some additional modifications,
notably in the gumming technique, the experiment was deemed a success,
and in 1921 the Bureau began continuous production of these rotary
press sheet stamps.

it i AR i iy - wnn i

542 (PF)

A First Day Cover of the first experimental rotary sheet stamp, per-
forated 10 x 11, May 26, 1920. 25 covers were reportedly made.
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543
The Earliest Documented Cover of the second experimental rotary sheet

stamp, May 26, 1921. Probably a First Day Cover. The only documented
cover postmarked this date.

ROTARY SHEET PERFORATION ERROR

544 (PF)

In 1936 it was discovered that apparently a few of the experimental
rotary sheets had inadvertently been perforated 11 all around.

proximately 70 stamps and 9 covers have been documented.
card is one of the nicest examples .
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SHANGHAI

OVERPRINTS
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The Shanghai Over-
prints were used
there intermittent-
ly between July 1, |
1919, and December
31, 1922. U.S.
stamps were sur-
charged at double
their face value

so that stamps

could be purchased
using local Shanghai
currency. 1¢ U.S.
was roughly equal

to 2¢ Shanghai.
Whenever this ex-
change rate became
unfavorable to the
U.S., the stamps were|
temporarily taken off:
sale.

ot
)

To Holland- t
Philatelic usage

of all values of

the Shanghai
Overprints. Postal
regulations stated
that the overprints °
were valid ONLY on
mail addressed to
the United States.
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IMPERFORATE COILS

v

From 1908 to 1916, the Bureau would supply on request imperforate coils
for use in vending and affixing machines. These covers illustrate the
four ways to differentiate between stamps rom imperforate coils and
those from imperforate sheets.

T lrar b . SO Loy a2 &
THE-CHELTENELECTRIC-GO.

The strip of 5 of the 1¢ value is long enough to show that it must have
been from imperforate coils. The cuts on either side are too parallel
to have been cut by an individual. The 4¢ pair is a paste-up pair.
Paste-up pairs without private perforations would have to come from im-
perforate coils.



It is sometimes possible to tell an imperforate coil used in a vending

or affixing machine by the distinctive cut made by the machine, as in
this case.
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The end stamp of a roll of 500 or 1000 imperforate coils had attached

to it a manila paper leader. The presence of this would confirm an
imperforate coil. '



KANSAS CITY ROULETTES

In late 1914, the Kansas City, Missouri, Post Office was left with
234 sheets of the 1¢ and 173 sheets of the 2¢ imperforate stamps. In
order to make them easier to sell, the sheets were rouletted with
dressmaker's wheels by the Post Office there. Formal Post Office
Department approval was granted after the fact on January 5, 1915.
Seven 1¢ and three 2¢ contemporary covers have been documented.
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The Earliest Documented Cover of the 1¢, November 25, 1914.

D.C.HAMMATT.
| TOPEKA, KANSAS
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1919 philatelic usage of both varieties on a registered cover
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/ The Earliest Documented Cover

of the 2¢, December 10, 1914.




POSTAL FORGERIES

There were only two instances in the period when someone produced
counterfeit Washington-Franklins. Both cases involved the 2¢ value,
and both were offset printed.

THE BROOKLYN COUNTERFEIT

The Brooklyn counterfeits were printed in mid-1923 from offset plates
of 10 stamps in a 5 x 2 format. Each position is distinctive and can
be identified. The forgers were arrested and prosecuted in 1924.

Fewer than 10 covers have been documented. This is the only cover
documented with multiple franking. Six different plate positions were
used.



THE TOLEDO COUNTERFEIT

This forgery was per-
petrated by one person
in December 1922. He
was apprehended almost
immediately. Dated
April 19, 1923, this
cover was sent by the
prosecuting attorney tc
demonstrate that it
would pass through the
mail undetected.

This is the only docu-
mented cover of this
forgery.



CONFUSED DENOMINATIONS

One of the continuing complaints about the Washington-Franklin series,
and one of the reasons for the 1912-4 revised design, was the design

and color similarity between some values and the resulting potential
for confusion.

8¢ Washington used in 1911 as a 1¢ stamp, which was also green
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50¢ Franklin used in 1919 as a 3¢ stamp, which was also violet



PRIVATE PERFORATIONS

The Post Office Department provided imperforate stamps to vending and
affixing machine companies on request, so that they could custom per-
forate them for efficient use in the machines they manufactured.

The Post Office would also provided the imperforates to individuals.

It was perfectly legal for anyone to use any method they wished to
facilitate separation of stamps.
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i After 5 days, return to
HUGH M. CLARK,
636 Tostal Tylegraph Bld.,
CHICAGO, ILL,
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The Schermack Mailing Machine Company - Affixing Machines
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UNITED STATES AUIOMITIC'VEHDING G0.

UPTOWN OFFIOE.
METROPOLITAN LIFE BUILDING
No. 1 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK

United States Automatic Vending Company
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The Pettibone Peabody Co,, f

Appleton,
Wise.

John V. Farwell Company - Affixing Machines
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140 South Par
East Orange,

A. W. DUNNING,

BROOKLINE, MASS,,
COOLIDGE CORNER STA. U. S. A
Dunning Private Perforations - A. W. Dunning perforated a small stock

of imperforate sheets he had on hand to facilitate their use on his
outgoing mail and reply envelopes.

J. Hull Wilson Private Perforations - Financier J. Hull Wilson acquired
several hundred sheets of imperforate stamps as forfeited collateral on
a loan. He rouletted them with cutting wheels purchased at a local
store and used them on his correspondence.
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! Form 170-100M-3-11.

} After 5 days, return to

| THE ADAMS & WESTLAKE COMPANY
f Office 319 W. Ontario St.

i CHICAGO.

hot american Rudlato™ C0., | L
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“tanihy

GIMBEL BROTHERS

32wo STREET ~BROADWAY - 33n0 STREET
. NEW YORK CITY,N."
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The machines did not always work properly, but all of these covers were
accepted as paid in full.



FOREIGN RATE COVERS

During the Washington-Franklin period postal regulations stated that
Canada, Cuba, Mexico, Panama, including the Canal Zone, and the U.S.
Postal Agency at Shanghai were to be considered as if addressed for
delivery in the United States. Also during this time there were reduced
rate treaties in effect. All international mail not affected by either
of the above required postage at UPU rates.
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RETURN TO

t+ B. CALMAN,
—42-Foat-Rid-Htresto—

NEW YORK,
If not called for within 10 days.
ROOM 1201 A

JO WILLIAM STREET,
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To Canada, 1909, 2¢ postage plus 10¢ registry
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To Canada, 1925. 78¢ in stamps on letter used as a label, paid for 70¢
postage for a 5 lb. package at 14¢ per pound, plus 8¢ for $25.00 in-
surance. U.S. regulations permitted insurance only on packages des-
tined for "....Canada, Great Britain and Northern Ireland."
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THE CROWELL PUBLISHING COMPANY

WoOMAN'S HOME COMPANION
THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE

o ARM AND FIRESIDE
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To U.S. Postal Agency at Shanghai. 1919 1¢ domestic third cla
5 " - . - SS
applied. Chinese postage added for forwarding. rate
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To Scotland, 1918. 3¢ war rate by treaty. Special Delivery requested,
but not provided. This service could not be prepaid with U.S. stamps.

WM. LOEB & CO.,

Makers of Jewelry,
150 Chestnut St.,
PROVIDENCE, . - R.1.

(VIR

To New Zealand, 1919. Domestic war rate applied by treaty.
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To Barbados, 1921. 2¢ treaty rate applied.

Herrn Dr, Julius Ed, Linkey

Grqsesréhrsdorf, Kg. Sachsen,

Germanye

To Germany, 1911. 2¢ treaty rate applied only if sent via steamer
directly to a German port.



After 5 days, return to
EMIL WATERMAN,
255 California St.,
‘ SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

vic Molland

To Germany, 1915. UPU rate applied if specific directions were given
as to routing. If UPU rate were paid and no specific directions were
given, mail was sent by the fastest means available.

To Germany, July 4, 1914. Double weight. UPU rate of 5¢ for first ounce
and 3¢ for each additional ounce applied. Overpaid due to confusion in
rates. Mailed at start of World War I. Official seals used by censors.

i
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To Italy, 1914. Forwarded by American Express. Properly paid at 8¢
for double weight.
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i AFTER TEN DAYS RETURN TO

C. O. MEIGS

WAGONS. BUGGIES AND HARNESS
FARM IMPLEMENTS

L;;. Jno . M . Yochem » ~L' “.»‘ 5 0/51 !
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Sent in 1913 from Twin Falls, Idaho, to Twin Falls, Idaho. Forwarded
to Los Angeles and then on to Rome, where the equivalent of 3¢ postage
due was added, since UPU rates applied once overseas. Since there was
no additional postage due as a result of forwarding, only the 3¢ was
collected when the cover was returned to the United States.
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To England, 1916. Letter opened by censor, who determined that it had
valuable contents. According to British regulations, it was then reg-
istered and forwarded postage due.
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CovEL MFg. Co., 3 ' 5 "
BeNTon HARBIR, M
vL.s. AL

To La Paz, Lower California, Mexico, 1926. 2¢ domestic rate should
have applied. Forwarded to Singapore; Colombo, Ceylon; Capetown,

South Africa; Montevideo, Uruguay; Capetown, South Africa; and returned
to Michigan. No postage was due because sended had prepaid the 5¢ UPU

postage.
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To Holland, 1917. 2¢ UPU post card rate applied. Card was actually
received by the addressee, so Dutch postage was added to forward to
Germany.
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To Brazil, 1909. 2¢ UPU post card rate applied. Underpaid. The 80
reis in postage due reflected the 1¢ deficiencey, plus 1¢ penalty for
underfranking. Rules stated that double the deficiency had to be paid
if mail had initially been underpaid for service requested.
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To German Samoa. Correct postage of 1¢ for two ounces of third class
matter.
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To Sumatra, 1910. 2¢ UPU post card rate applied. Should have been sent
to Seattle for the next steamer out, instead of San Francisco.
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To Malta, 1909. 16¢ (1¢ on reverse) paid 8¢ double weight UPU postage,
plus 8¢ registry fee.
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To the Fiji Islands, 1909, and the Belgian Congo, 1911. 2¢ UPU post
card rate applied to both.



To Yugoslavia, 1921. 12¢ paid 2¢ UPU postcard rate plus 10¢ registry
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To Iceland, 1910. 5¢ UPU rate applied.



SERVICE SUSPENDED

USPOSTAGE | |
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To Germany, March 19, 1917. Although the United States did not declare
war on Germany until April 6, 1917, we had broken diplomatic relations

on February 3, 1917. This letter was thus stopped in New York and re-
turned to sender.
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IF NOT DELIVERED IN 5 DAYS, RETURN 10
REV. W. H. ROBERTS, D.D.
WITHERSPOON BUILDING
1319 WALNUT ST.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

REV. F. . P. HICKMAN

BATANGA KAMERUN C.
AMERICAN MISSIUON
W. AFRICA

-
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To the German Cameroons, 1914. Mail sent "there went through London and
the British Post Office in Nigeria. Since Britain was at war with Ger-
many, the letter was stopped at London, censored and returned.
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POST OFFICE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Returned to sender for the reason that
service is suspended. There are no means " 'm‘\; ,
available for transmission of the article to ’ —
destination.

niss Yudela Kaplan,

Tkaterinaslav, Ukraine.

FROM
REMAK & EICHHOLZ
360 BULLITT BUILDING
PHILADELPHIA

To the Ukraine, 1920. There was no mail service to the Ukraine in 1920
because of the counterrevolution of the White Russians against the Bol-
sheviks. Mail was returned from New York.

———————— g

This letter is returned, as being destined to énemy
territory, in contravention of the Enemy Trading Law.-
Upon a&pplicetion to a local Chapter of the Red Cross and
full compliance with its directions, the Bureau of Commun-
ication of the Americun Red Cross, Washington, D.C., 18
prepared to transmit messages to relatives and friends
in eénemy countries, provided mention of matters of finan-

cigl. political or public interest is avoided.
t Cron P Iot: ~

6/4 Clhowin "y Kug
frbe Aite, Ca.

A e M i O RS

To Petrograd, Russia, 1918. The Russians had withdrawn from World War I,
and the British occupied Archangel. No mail was transmitted from there
into Bolshevik controlled Russia. Censored in New York and returned.



Post Office, Zﬁem York, N gt Bt

FOREIGN STATION

RETURN TO SENDER. . ZO/ é z i . )
OCTOBER 6, 1922, a1 (4“\—(4

Cable announcement has been received that the

# General Postal Service for Greek Postal Sectors, in- - -
cluding Smyrna in Asia Minor, is suspended. Co.r- 'L,O(
respondence addressed to Asia Minor or Smyrna still

;L held in Greece will be returned to place of origin.” - w-' //

This suspension of service applies to all articles of

correspondence, including parcel-post packages for
g Smyrna. .
) EDWARD M. MORGAN, Postmaster. ; /‘7'}/(//, )L/f\f-q_'J
; -

i

') 2 g

. . ¥

= e
el o, —— T R

To Smyrna, Turkey, August 1922. Because of internal unrest in Turkey,
mail service was temporarily suspended in mid-summer 1922. The New
York Post Office held mail for Smyrna until the suspension became of-
ficial on October 6, 1922, then returned it to senders.
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After 5 days, return to
UNITED FRUIT CO. STEAMSHIP SERV
PASSENGER TRAFFIC- DEPARTMENA q\W—
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To Chile, 1918. Although Chile Was allegedly neutral in World War I,
the United States suspected that she was aiding the Central Powers, so
special approvals were required to forward mail there. This letter was
sent without the required license information being properly indicated,
so the letter was returned.



DIPLOMATIC POUCH MAIL

As a courtesy, diplomats could and frequently did, send their personal
mail via diplomatic pouch. Regulations stated that it had to be franked
with appropriate postage of either the country of origin or the country

of destination, if it went through the State Department in Washington.
If, however, it was sent to a Consulate and required forwarding, postage

of both countries was necessary.
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Sent to New York via the State Department in Washington. Either stamp

would have paid the postage.
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N. Y. E‘

154 NASSAU STREET

o g AR
NEW YORK,

Sent to Michigan via the Czechoslovakian Consulate in New York, so pos-

~~~a nf hath countries was required.



UNAUTHORIZED USAGES ABROAD

PRICE,. GREENEBAUM & CO.

it s s,

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

CHICAGO, ILL.
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From Canada to U.S. - U.S. stamp accepted at Montreal

6 dbén( AT GLADWIN PARK,
DETROIT, MICH.

This Floral Clock is located at Gladwin Park, which

contains 75 acres. Herealsois the water pumping station
where seventy-three million gallons of water are pumped
daily for Detroit’s supply. he Clock is run by water
power.
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From Canada to U.S. - U.S. stamp not accepted at Windsor, Ontario.
Held for postage at the Dead Letter Office at London, Ontario.
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BUREAU TECHNIQUE,
SPOERRI & CO.,,
WALCHESTR. 27,

ZURICH

Within Switzerland - a previously used U.S. stamp accepted
at Signau to pay postage within the Swiss mail system
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From China to U.S. - U.S. stamps apparently not accepted by
the Japanese Post Office at Antung, China. Marked due, but
not collected. Forwarded to the U.S via Yokohama, Japan.



From England to U.S.- sender at-
tempted to pay a double weight
one penny rate to the U.S. with
a combination of British and
U.S. stamps. The British Post
Office did not accept the U.S.
stamp and marked it due.

0
e

The New York Post Office
responded to the British
due marking by stamping it
Due 2 Cents (1 penny),
then accepted the 2¢ stamp
to pay the postage due.



SEA POSTS

Certain shipping companies, under treaty or contract or both, had
authorized U.S. Postal Agents on board their ships, which func-
tioned as seaposts, branches of the U.S. Postal Service, to col-
lect, cancel and forward mail prefranked with U.S. stamps. Pos-
tage normally was charged at the rate that would apply if the
letter were mailed at the next port of call.

UNITED STATES SEA POST

PO
POST CARD.  CARTE POSTALE, ¢ 5" ‘i \ik
B \} :. 19 __" ,;r.: A

<. Universal Postal Uni
PR

For guﬂb Postage this space may be used
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Mailed on board the SS Philadelphia, enroute from New York to
Southampton, England. 2¢ post card rate applied to the U.S.
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Published by the Island Curio Co., Jas. Sfginer,

7/&, a‘pwr‘o-a% %
/(’“’ WW aj
4

s

iy A
¥ i
.%ZA

alt,

\.

° Kl
-
. % . PR

On board the Tenyo Maru, enroute from San Francisco to Honolulu,

Hawaii. 1¢ U.S. domestic post card rate applied back to the
mainland.

ITALIAN SEA POST
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On board the Conte Verda, enroute from Naples, Italy to New York.
1¢ U.S. domestic rate applied to U.S.



U.S. FRENCH SEA POST OFFICE
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On board the SS Lafayette, enroute from Le Havre, France, to New
York. 5¢ UPU rate applied. Mailed to France.

U.S. TRANSPACIFIC SEA POST
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Enroute from Honolulu, Hawaii, to San Francisco. 1¢ U.S. domestic
post card rate applied. Mailed to U.S.



Enroute from Yokohama, Japan, to Nagasaki, Japan. Mailed to Tahiti.
2¢ UPU post card rate applied. Underpaid. Marked due.

8
C.C. TALBOTT
— 3§ EVANGELICAL MISSION
CHANGSHA, HUNAN
R

1020 Mifflin St,

Lebanon .
Pa,.
U. S.A.

— e —-—

On board the SS President Taft, enroute from Shanghai, China, to
Honolulu, Hawaii. Double weight domestic U.S rate applied. To U.S.



N.Y. & CANAL ZONE RPO

The U.S. Post Office authorized the establishment of RPO service
on certain U.S. Steamship Lines traveling between New York and
the Canal Zone
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Canal Zone to Rhode Island, 1¢ domestic post card rate, probably
to New York then on to Rhode Island
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Honduras to Texas, 1¢ domestic post card rate, picked up enroute,
and deposited at the first U.S. port of call for transmittal to Texas



PAQUEBOTS

Under UPU regulations a ship could accept mail on board. It was
normally marked '"paquebot.'" The ship could then turn mail over to
any postal system for delivery.

Normally stamps used on such mail were those of the country of
the ship's registry, but ships would often honor the stamps of
the countries of the port of origin and the next port of call.
Only the '"paquebot" marking was required, but ships' pursers
sometimes canceled mail with a distinctive ship's postmark and
occasionally omitted the '"paquebot'" marking or used alternate
wording, such as '"Posted on the High Seas."

-aqﬁyu17r 3
| &K PANA PACIFIC LINE
‘FINLAND'

DlSPLACEMENT 22,200 TONS
VBENGTH, 680 FEET BREADTH, 60 FEE|

EXPRESS SERVICE
TO AND FROM

W YORK AND CALIFORNIA PORTS ADDRESS

A; %H‘ HAVANA AND ;%% y ?f/f
/””“é L —FIPr79 ///Mﬁt’e.;
.! Zj AR

Ship of U.S. registry, the SS Finland, enroute from Panama to
the Canal Zone. Franked with stamps of Panama, the Canal Zone
and the U.S., paying double the UPU rate to Holland.



Mailed at sea on board the SS Dorothy Alexander, enroute from
San Francisco to Seattle.

Passage through the Juan de Fuca Strait required a Canadian pilot.
When the pilot's tug left the ship, it took the paquebot mail
with it to Victoria, British Columbia, where it was put into the
Canadian Postal System. Overpaid. Treaty with Canada required
only the U.S domestic rate which was 2¢.
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Mailed at sea on board the SS President Jackson, enroute from
Yokohama, Japan, to Seattle.

In this instance mail was obviously not taken by the pilot's tug.
Received at Seattle, marked 'paquebot,'" and transmitted back to
Japan.
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POST CARD

Jamaica (Jamaigue)
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I'his epace muay be used for correspondence
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“ ORIENTAL NAVIGATION CO.
| W” 39 BROADWAY

NEw YORK, N. Y.
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4 MILK STREET, (ROOM 707) \

'BOSTON, MASS.

Examples of Purser ship marks



MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE - SIBERIA

In view of the Russian Revolution, President Wilson sent troops
to Vladivostok, Siberia, in August 1918 to protect U.S. and
Czechoslovakian interests. A postal agency was established
shortly thereafter and existed until November, 1922.

Military personnel had free frank privileges, but civilians
did not.
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From a YMCA worker



HAITI

On July 28, 1915, U.S. Marines occupied Haiti. A U.S. Post
Office, a branch of the New York Post Office, was established

and was in use almost until the last U.S. troops were with-
drawn in 1934.
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3¢ war rate plus registry. Port au Prince to U.S.
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Probably mailed on June 30, 1919, the last day of the 3¢ war rate.
Postmarked July 1, 1919, so overpaid. Port au Prince to U.S.

Mailed in Haiti, via U.S. Post Office at Port au Prince and on to
Canada. Haitian stamp paid the postage to the U.S. Post Office.
Censored. 3¢ war rate applied from Haiti to Canada.



VERA CRUZ, MEXICO

As a result of an incident involving U. S. sailors in Tampico,
Mexico, U.S. forces seized the Customs House at Vera Cruz on
April 21, 1914. A. U.S. Post Office was established there and
was in use until November 1914. The town remained in U.S. oc-
cupation until November 23, 1914.

U.S. domestic and UPU rates applied.

From U.S. occupied Vera Cruz. U.S. domestic rates applied.



Berns

avitzerland

From Mexico City, carried by forwarder to the U.S. Post Office at
Vera Cruz, then sent on to Switzerland at the UPU rate.



DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

On November 29, 1916, President Wilson declared martial law
in the Dominican Republic and created a government headed
by a U.S. Navy officer. A Post Office was established and

was in use almost until the last Marines left there on
September 18, 1924.

MILITARY GOVERNMENT
-] QF
sANT'o DOMINGO

’

e
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Initially military mail was handled as a branch of the Puerto
Rican Post Office. U.S. domestic rates applied. Censored.
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lliss Caroline Arndt,
121 Linden Street,

Yonkers, New York,
U.Z.4.

5/ 13

Subsequently military mail was handled in a local branch of the
New York Post Office. Censored.
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MEXICAN CIVIL WAR

From 1913 to 1916 several Northern Mexican States were in rebellion.
They operated their own postal systems and issued their own stamps
during this time. Since the States were not members of the UPU
their stamps were valid nowhere but within the boundaries of the
States themselves.

Outgoing mail therefore required both their stamps and U.S. stamps
if it were going either to or through the U.S.

Once the mail reached a U.S. border town, normal domestic and UPU
rates applied.
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Reverse

Cover registered in Hermosillo, Sonora, franked with Sonora stamps
and 4¢ U.S. Because of different weight scales, the letter was
double weight in Mexico but single weight in the U.S.

Transmitted by Sonora Postal Service to Nogales, Arizona, where it
entered the U.S. postal system. Postal clerk at Los Angeles charged
"Due 8¢'" for registry fee, giving credit for the extra 2¢ U.S.
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412 Mills Bldg.
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Double weight letter mailed from Chihuahua, to El Paso, Texas

‘B, SCHWO‘B 8 co.
P. 0. BOX 169.

Cananea, Sonora, Mexicn.
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Mailed at Cananea, Sonora. Probably double weight in Mexico and
single weight in U.S. To Berne, Switzerland via Douglas, Arizona,

and New York. 5¢ UPU rate applied. Overpaid.



ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Organization of the Army Post Office (APO) to support the Allied
Expeditionary Forces was started by the Post Office officials on
June 30, 1917, in Paris, one day after the first U.S. troops
landed in France.

Because of complaints of poor service, the Army assumed responsi-
bility for the Postal System on July 1, 1918, and changed its name
to the Military Postal Express Service (MPES). The name was changed
again on September 13, 1918 to the Postal Express System (PES).

Each unit or stationary Post Office was assigned a distinctive
number. Through October 19, 1917, all mail required postage at the
normal U.S. domestic and UPU rates. Effective October 20, 1917,
military personnel were given the free franking privilege. This
covered first class postage only. Supplementary service, such as
registration had to be paid with stamps.

Domestic rates applied on mail to the U.S and all countries served
by the Army Postal System. The Espionage Act of June 1917 required
that all mail sent via the APO be censored. Censorship was dis-
continued July 11, 1919.

Following World War I, the PES continued to operate in support: of
U.S. Occupation Forces until July 31, 1921.

AND NAVY

Earlyhuse of a sihgie from the 2¢ AEF Booklet Pane of thirty from
APO No. 1 at Sant-Nazaire, the debarkation base in France. Fewer

than thirty covers franked with one or more stamps from the booklets
have been reported.



Mailed by a Military Policeman via the French Post Office at
Chatillon-Seine A Issitille. Since this was not convenient
to an Army Post Office, the French Postal System accepted it
and transmitted it to the Army Postal System.

Franked with a Single from the 2¢ AEF Booklet Pane.
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Mailed at the Artillery School at Fontainbleau, France via the
French Postal System.



POSTAL INTERRUPTIONS

POLAND

Between 1919 and 1922 for several short periods, the postal
system of Poland was not able to handle international mail
adequately. During those times the U.S. Embassy in Warsaw
provided a mailbox in its courtyard and agreed to take mail
prefranked with U.S. postage and destined for the U.S. and
deposit it in the most convenient, functional postal system.
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Carried by pouch to Paris and placed in the U.S. Military Ex-
press System with instructions to register. Double weight
registry rate.



— WO AJPHOwe
Ldrope jeki
WA &8 AT

Ar. Jonn P, Phlillos,
Zdltor The Service 3ulletin,
| The .idsoclated ~Press,
ol Cuaaubers Street,
Jdew York GClty,

Je 5. A.

T e — o e _ e
-
> '
¥ — ’ 3 - g oo R wid
i 3 o R Dl > NP SIEIIOE o, ST AR e N G St
2

Double weight letter from Warsaw (4¢ U.S.) Taken from Warsaw
to Danzig by embassy personnel. 80 pf in Danzig postage was
added, and the letter was forwarded to the U.S.



LEVANT

Because of the general unreliability of the Turkish Postal System,
and because the U.S. did not have a Postal Agency in Levant, U.S.

warships frequently functioned as Postal Agencies. Normal domes-

tic and UPU rates applied.

AMERICAN NAVY Y. M.C.A.
115 GRAND RUE DE PERA
. CONSTANTINOPLE

JUL 22 1922

Letter probably was mailed in the Y.M.C.A. in Constantinople, which
maintained a mailbox for American personnel. Transferred to the
USS Scorpion. Handled through the U.S. Navy Postal System.
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BeaLtimore, MARYLAND,
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Probably mailed in Greek occupied Smyrna, Turkey, and transferred
to the USS Edsall for transmittal through The U.S. Navy Postal System.



TURNED COVER
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Because of a critical paper shortage in Eastern Europe after
World War I, this cover with a 5¢ Washington was turned and
used from Romania to the U.S.



INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL DELIVERY

International
country where
the former to

Delivery rate.

Special Delivery mail required postage of both the
the letter originated and that to where it was sent-
pay the postage and the latter to pay the Special
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FORWARDED INCOMING MAIL

FROM DENMARK

Reregistered and redirected



FROM CANADA
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Original postage credited toward UPU rate

FROM RUSSIA

MR RELEF ALMNSTRATY
Russian Food - Remittance Department,
. 42 Broadway, New York City,

. and ask for an Application Form | =
~ for foed remitiances. By this me- .

- ans you can provide any individu- |

-l in Russia'with standard Ameri- - |

~can Relief  Administration FOOD

WE ARE IN GREAT HEED
OF FOOD IN RUSSIA. NELP -
US IN OUR DISTRESS!




U.S. WARSHIPS ABROAD
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USS Annapolis, at Nicaragua, to the Philippine Islands
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USS Winslow, at Shanghai,China, to the Phillipine Islands

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE RUSSIE.
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USS Scorpion, at Odessa, Russia, to U.S.



WAR RATE

The War Rate of 3¢ for first class domestic mail and 2¢ for post cards
was in effect from November 2, 1917, to June 30, 1919.
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First day of rate

COVEL MFG. COMPANY
BENTON HARBOR,

MICHIGAN, U. S A.

Last day of rate
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B.E.Leech,

Charlotte, Tenn.

KABO

“THE LIVE MODEL CORSET” ‘
S i s S it s i i ki ol

Lingerie

MENNEN S TALCUM
- POWDER CO.
46 Orange St., Newark, N. J.

P. VanSchaak & Sons,

138 Lake St ,

Chicago, Ill,

SEPTEMBER 25 TO OCTOBER 9

J 909

Hudson-Fulton Celebration
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G IxLIPPERT
THEATRICAL 'GOODS
Real Hair -Stage Wigs s

‘4 FOURTH AVENUE -
(48 COOPER SQUARE) -
NEW' YORK, N. Y.

Insensitive advertising of theatrical goods




BISECT

Trrve G N Airrell,

Bisected 2¢ accepted as 1¢ in 1913

EXTREME OVERFRANKING

mansin v

A registered, philatelic cover franked with every stamp available at
the Providence, Rhode Island, Post Office on October 31, 1920. ($10.91)



AIR MAILS

The Washington-Franklin period also marked the advent of Air Mails
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Flown at the first Air Meet held in the United States, September 23-
October 1, 1911. After the plane landed this cover was put into the
mail at Mineola, New York, on September 30, 1911.
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The first official U.S. Air Mail flight, Washington to Philadelphia,
May 15, 1918. Actually the plane went South instead of North, crashed
25 miles from Washington, and the covers were transmitted by train.
The rate was announced as 24¢, but some misunderstood the instructions

and thought the 24¢ was a premium over the 3¢ war rate in effect for
first class.



LAMPORT & HOLT LTD. = &,
42 BROADWAY ‘
NEW YORK

BY BRITISH AIRSHIP R-34,

Mr, James Finlay,
93 Stanmore Road,
lount Plorida,
GLASGOW, SCOTLAND.
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The British Army dirigible, R-34, flew the first transatlantic lighter-
than-air flight from England to Roosevelt Field in New York, July 2-6,

1919. A small amount of U.S. mail was flown on the return flight,
July 9-13, 1919.
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Early Air Mail flights were not always reliable. The plane carrying
this cover, mailed in San Francisco July 16, 1921, and destined for
New York via Chicago, crashed and burned shortly after takeoff.



PATRIOTICS

Patriotic envelopes in this period usually pictured a simple waving flag.
More ornate ones are quite unusual.
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you, ﬁalgg» B__lj Vo
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The ros- is red ., the viclet+ blue

The shkunk er’ eet compared to you
own in e echos ahou+
Come ciser Blll qour lease is out

Your fellow pal, ‘H've Turk is h.r.
rndad from above - wit a l
The Belgians bravo W|l| Il” +he chu+
With such ess ou - ¥ boohs
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gl

"Tho Framks nIer oke
| anh shouts \i the Im 9 wnL tell
ou on E tJ‘I’h did spr-ead+ e he”
W|+h evelish mind of festering rot
On maid and babe. damned be your Io17

This humoreus World War I patriotic was mailed from Tacoma, Washington,
in 1918.



A Civil War patriotic envelope mailed May 2, 1917, shortly after the
United States entered World War I.

MEXICO OR BUST!

1
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Camp Brumbaugh O Alyinek

MT. GRETNA, PA. 1916 j
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The only documented patriotic supporting the United States' pursuit
of Pancho Villa. Mailed in July 1916.



PaTrRiIAM AMAMU S

A patriotic expressing support for our Canadian neighbors' participation
in World War I. The cover was mailed February 21, 1917, a month and a
half before the United States entered the war.
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An August 1919 cover expressing support for the White Russians in their
unsuccessful battle against the Bolsheviks.



DISINFECTED MAIL

-

During the Washington-Franklin period there was still a great deal of
concern about the spread of tuberculosis. Some felt that the disease
could be spread on mail, so two sanitoriums attempted to allay these
fears. First, they allowed only post cards to be mailed out, and second,
they attempted to disinfect the mail. They placed the cards on wire
racks in a closed shed and burned sulfur to kill the germs.
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Card mailed in 1914 from Cresson Sanatorium, Cresson, Pennsylvania
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Cover mailed in 1917 from New York to British occupied German South West
Africa. Routed via London and Capetown, South Africa.

Cover was slit several times to permit burning sulfur fumes to permeate
the envelope and its contents in order to disinfect for cholera.



TERRITORIES AND POSSESSIONS

HAWAII
U.S. Territories and Possessions were treated for postal purposes
as if they were states. Domestic rates applied on mail from them
to the U.S. and all Territories and Possessions, unless it was

specifically directed through another postal system. In this case

UPU rates applied. UPU rates applied, as usual, on mail to foreign
countries.

RETURN TO
BERNICE PAUAHI BISHOP MUSKUM,

HoxoLury, H. I,
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Dr. Bazen w. w. Furavieini,
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' Ja;é, Dutcl 2ast Indies. i '

5¢ UPU rate from Honolulu to Java,
East Indies via British Post Office Reverse
at Hong Kong.
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5¢ UPU rate (overpaid), from Lahaina, Maui,
to Bangkok, Siam, via Honolulu and Hong Kong.
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2¢ UPU post card rate from Honolulu to Shanghai, arriving the week

i

)

\’&4A\~ |
[PUREPRCTURR D Vo)

following the closing of the U.S. Postal Agency there. Shanghai

city roller cancel receiving mark.
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1¢ domestic post card rate applied. Skagway to Richmond, California
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3¢ U.S. war rate applied. Chignik to Los Angeles, California
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Parcel post rate for mailing fur pelts from Bethel to San Francisco.
One of five recorded tags or covers franked with the perf. 12, $1.00
Franklin, and one of three pieces recorded with the 50¢ Parcel Post.
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5¢ UPU rate applied. Seward to Sweden.
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San German, PR, to New York, 2¢ domestic first class rate plus
10¢ registry. Unclaimed, resealed and received in bad condition.
Returned to sender, who had removed to the Dominican Republic,
but who could not be located there. Finally ended up in the San
Juan Dead Letter Office, 9/26/16.
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VIRGIN ISLANDS

The Virgin Islands were purchased from Denmark on March 30, 1917.
From that date until September 29, 1917, both U.S. and Danish
West Indies stamps were valid for postage there. After that
date only U.S. stamps were valid. The first U.S. stamps and
postal devices were delivered there on April 25, 1917.
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Max E, Pepke E

Canceled at Kingshill April 11, 1917, before the official arrival
of U.S. stamps with a Danish cancel. To the U.S. Registered No. 1.

10¢ Registry rate plus 2¢ domestic first class rate. Due 2, collec-
ted at North Warren, PA.
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Also before arrival of U.S. stamps, canceled April 10, 1917,
at St. Thomas. UPU rate to Denmark.

Cangeled the firsF day U.S. stamps arrived in the Virgin Islands
April 25, 1917, with a Danish cancel at Christiansted. Domestic ’
rate paid with mixed franking.
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To New Jersey via Philippines and US Postal Systems
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To New York via Japanese and US Postal Systems
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To New York via US Postal System
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Short paid censored letter to Holland via Dutch East Indies and Dutch
Postal Systems.



U.S. POSTAL AGENCY SHANGHAI

The U.S. Postal Agency at Shanghai opened for business in 1867.
It was originally part of the U.S. Consulate in Shanghai, but
it was taken over by the Post Office Department in 1907. China
was not a member of the Universal Postal Union until 1914, so
the Agency was necessary to facilitate international trade.
United States domestic and UPU rates applied. Mail to the US
went at domestic rates unless it was specifically directed

through the postal system of another country. It then re-
quired postage at UPU rates.
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To Holland - Quadruple rate first class letter to Holland at UPU
rates (5¢ first half ounce, 3¢ each additional half ounce) via US
and England. Opened for inspection in England and officially re-
sealed. =
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Messrs. The Simmons Hardware Co., '

No. 173, Duane Streetg, g REVERS
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To US - 5¢ US postage to pay the UPU rate necessary because the letter
was shipped via another postal system-in this case via Japan, Trans-
Siberian Railroad, St. Petersburg, Russia, and Southampton, England.



To US - High value US stamps used to pay the domestic parcel post
rates to ship burlap covered bales of silk



VIA SHANGHAI

Mail from various public and private sources was sent via
the U.S. Postal Agency at Shanghai for one or more reasons.
It was more reliable, quicker or less expensive.

PEKING, CHINA

#4!

Transmitted from Peking by the Chinese Imperial Post to Shanghai
and deposited at the U.S. Postal Agency



NAGASAKI, JAPAN
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It was often quicker and cheaper to send mail from Nagasaki via
Shanghai than to put it into the Japanese Postal System, which
would send it to Yokohama and then on by Seapost.

TSINGTAU, CHINA
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Routine diplomatic mail was carried by pouch by courier to
Shanghai and put into the U.S. Postal System



HONG KONG, CHINA
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Several large hotels in Hong Kong offered to their guests as a
courtesy the delivery of mail with U.S. postage affixed to the
U.S. Postal Agency at Shanghai. Mail probably arrived two weeks
earlier by this route than by normal British Postal System routes.

TAIKU, KOREA

Overseers from the American Board of Commissioners
Missions would as a courtesy pick up mail from the m
der their jurisdiction and take it to Shanghai
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