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HIGTORY O
THE PHILATELIC SCCIETY O LANCASTER COUNTY, PEANSYLVANIA
by

James Le Knipe

- In the early months of 1938 Robert Ruppin, attorney-at-low,
Lancaster, sent cut letters to all philatelists throughout the county,

particularly members of the American Philatelic Society, as a gesture to
determine whether or not an L.7.5. chapter could be tormed in this community.
Several preliminary meetings were held and {inally on May 20, 1938 in the law
office of Mr. Ruppin, Room Ho. 514, Fulton Naticnal Bank Building, Lancaster,
the Philatelic Society of Lancester County was formelly organized. One of the
first acts was to iile an application for membership in the American rhilatelic
society. Om August 1, 1938 the society became the James Buchenan Chapter No. 173
of the American Philatelic Society.

¥rom its inception the Society has made an eitort to attract members
of the. highest type sc that tﬁe meinbership would always be a body ol mature
men and women oi high character, all interested in actively promoting the
interest and welfare ol philately. At first membership reqﬁired the attainment
of one's majority, but after two> years the age minimum was reduced to eighteen.

The Society got started with a charter membership of twentyiour
persons. Growth has been yery slow from the beginning and during the war years
beginning in 1940 the membership receded to a few less than the original numbar,
but there is every indication that much of this was due to the rationing of
gascline and the many activities demanding one's time during naticnal trouble.

The bylaws ol the Society call for six officers; president, vice-

prresident, secretary, treasurer, seles manager, and fmerican Philatelic Society
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representative. The following ofiicers have served the Society from its

inception to date: ror the term May 20, 1938 to Hovember 27, 1939: Kobert

* Ruppin, President; V. . Voris,* Vice-President; Hollin L. Uharles, Secretary;
James L. Knipe, Treasurer; robert H. Uoodell, Sales Manager; and J. Andrew
frantz, A.P.5. Representative. ror the term November 27, 1939 to October 20,
1940: Rollin L. Charles, President; James L. Knipe, Vice-President; Edgar W.
Worrest, Secretary; Richard L. Singley, Treasurer; Robert H. Goodell, Sales

Menager; and Owen [lorshey, A.FeO. Hepresentative. For the term Uctober 20, 1940

to October 23, 1941: J. Andrew lrentz, President; Robert H. Goodell, Vice-

Pregident; Edgar W. worrest, sSecretary; Richard L. Singley, Treasurer; Donald B.
Vitmer¥*, Sales Manager; and Hobert Huppin, A.’.5. Representative. Lor the term
Uctober 23, 1941 to Uecember 31; 1942:  slobert . Goodell, President; Richard L.
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" wingley, Vice-President; Mlabel Huppin¥, Secretary; Robert Ruppin¥, Treasurer;

Albert &, Witmer, Sales Manager; and James L. Knipe, A.P.S. Representative. For
the 1943 term: Robert H. Goodell, President; Richard L. Singley, Vice-President;
Edgar W, VWorrest, Seeretary; James L. Knipe, lreasurer; Albert i, witmer, Seles
Manager; and J. #ndrew irantz, A.'.5. Hepresentative. ror the 1944 term: James L.

Knipe, President; Edgar Cherles, Vice—President; Edgar W. Worrest, Secretary;

Albert ¥. Witmer, lreasurer; J. Andrew rrantz, Sales Manager; and A. R. Gerhart,
AebeSe Representative., Oificers for the 1945 term arc: Edgar W, Worrest, President;
Albert Fo Witmer, Vice-President; Mrs. Ldgar W. Vorrest, Secretery; James L.
Knipe, Treasurer; J. iAndrew ‘rantz, Sales Manager; and J. Andrew Frantz, A.P.S.
Reprezentative.

llonthly meetings were held until 1942 when gasoline rationing and war

activities made it impossible to hold meetings at such freguent intervals. buring

#These have since resigned from memborship in the vociety.
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1943 meetings were helc¢ quaorterly, and in 1944 the monthly schedule was again
adopted, eliminating the summer months. The meetings have always abounded in
a varlety ci interesting philatelic subjects interspersed with a few picenics
oAt ERI NES ) .
or purely social evepings, o goou example of which was our entertainment at
dorweod rarms in the lower end Qf the Vounty by Jolm Andrews, and the well-
knovm "October" meetings chez Andy irentz. srom time to time leading speakers
on philateliic subjeuﬁs have come to Lancaster to appear beiore the Societye.
Deregd TMESD

teither the educaticonal nor the sociai gide has been ngglected. : e
auctiéns are held snd when they are the opportunity to attend them is
usually extended to persons other than members of the Society.

There is a great deal ol direct exchange between members, as it is
apparent that a society ol this kind oifers limitless opportunities for members
to exchange stamps snd thus add to their collections.

The Society is proud of the fact that it has among its members philatel-
ists kggwn internationalky. 1Hobert ﬁupp{h, who discontinued practicing law in
1942 to transfer his Hobert fulton Stamp Company to Portland, llaine, has now

become a dealer oi international reputation. Robert H. Goodell, winner of many

blue ribbon prizes, is well known to dealers and publishers as a result of his

broad knowledge ol the subject. Richard Singley, one of the charter members,
has been national president oi the American Airmail Society. Ur. Arthur R.
Gerhart, usually found on the board oi Judges oi many exhibitiong, is inter-
nationally recognized ior his specialized collections of Japan, Heligolond, and
broad general knowledge oi' philately. In addition to these star performers, the
Socliety can boast a mémberahip of good substantial collectors who consistently
and conscientiously follow their hobby, as will be observed from the rollowing

list of members:

vy



% /gjzyé{ﬂ,wf;éiuky

¥ 6. Edgar W. Worrest, &. D. No. 5, Lancaster Ea
X 7. He. Dorn Stewart, 938 rleasure Road, Lancaster B”y )
¥ 8. J. Andrew ¥rantz, 35 North Lime btreeu, Lunua@ter&kf
V. +9. Robert H. Goodell, 921 Helen Avenue, Lancaster
X11l. James L. Knipe, 1004 Wheatland Avenue, Lancaster
12. Halph 5. Landis, R. D. No. 6, Lancaster
% 13. Owen Hershey, 31/ Linden Street, Lititz
¥ 216, Albert i, Witmer, 117 Bast Ulay Street, Lancaster
% 17. Richard L. Singley, 1022 west Loss btreet, Lancaster
Y 22. uenry B. Howell, 22 Last Walnut Street, nancavter
—?37— (. Howard Witmer, 126 Last Chestnut Street, Lancaster
X ?8. uecrge T. Hambright, 548 South Ann Street, Lencaster
+ . HMrs. George T. Hambright, 548 South Ann btreet, Lancaster
Y 30, itobert . Gabriel, WYuarryville
\¢ 34. Ira G. Hershey, 136 lorth George Street, Millersville
K- -(3&. John H. Andrews, Paradise
¥ ‘f 42 Wilson Brubaker, 246 sast wew Street, Lancaster
” Ldo Vim, J. Harvey, 46 North West £nd Avenue, Lancaster
W , 45. ddgar Charles, 504 rifth Street, S. E., Minneapolis, linn.
% (46, Ide L. Ho@te*ter, 715 Horth Luke btreet, Lancaster
Y o &T. Mrs. EBlve | K. Staman, 538 Chegtnut Street, volumbia
K \}%ﬁ Avthur R. Gerhart, 1116 Louise #venue, Lancaster
¥ ¢ 49. J. Richard Gaintner, 107 Atkins Avenue, Lancaster
ﬁ /KSO- Roy W. Donaldson, 823 State Street, Lancaster
(\ 5le Wwilliam ¥, iaylor, 543 North Hary btrpet Lancaster
52. Hrs. Hariom 8. valker, 144 wast Lhestnut vtreet, Lancaster
{ 53. Richard H. Shopt, 77 Spencer Avenue, Lunca ster
oSt Qw&)mg w%ﬂwﬂc
3\6‘3//1/(,(,1/() LUWT ﬁ&\ fcbp E%
B, Chn A B
Note: All who joined ilay 20, 1938 are charter members.
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Hame and Address

Admitted

1938
1938
1938
1938
1938
1938
1938
1938
1938
1938
1938

May 20,
May 20,
May 20,
May 20,
May 20,
Mey 20,
May 20,
flay 20,
May 20,
liay 20,
May 20,
May 20, 1938

May 20, 1938
October 21, 1938
ebruary 20, 1939
April 21, 1939
April 1, 1940
March 20, 1941
March 20, 1941
June 23, 1941
May 20, 1942

flay 20, 1942
October 20, 1943
OUctober 20, 1943
October 20, 1943
vctober 20, 1944
November 20, 1944

19, 17438

?W
19, 0748
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