Censorship of Civilian Mail in
Germany during WWI|

An Introduction
By Rudi Anders

July 2020



Censorship of civilian Mail during WW |l was practiced by
most combatant countries. This presentation will focus
on the German efforts to control all mail coming into and
going out of the country, as well as any mail in transit
going through Germany. We’ll look at the topic as
follows:

* A very short history of censorship
* German censorship plans & reality
* Basic methods and tools for censorship

* The first Censorship stations Berlin & Koénigsberg
e Glimbcec at the exnanded <vstem



Why Censorship? The Reich’s Answer:

“To paralyze enemy spying, sabotage and propaganda
and to secure information about the enemy by the
inspection of mail.”

“Any information which gets through to the enemy
costs German blood. Any information about the enemy
gathered via inspection of mail saves German blood.”
(Riemer, p. 6)



A brief introduction to modern censorship
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Censorship during WW |

Letter from Patterson, N.J. to /- 4
Berlin dated March 28,1916
which was censored by the ~—=—==p
French military. Letter going /=
the Hilfsverein der
Deutschen Juden (Aid
Society of German Jews), ;’uﬂh

founded in 1901 to improve = 7 5+ /&7/%% %WM

the social and political |
conditions of Jews in Eastern ‘%/tmcmj

Europe. o D it ?




World War |

German Military
Censorship

Berlin to Sweden
1918 — Opened by
military per rules of

war — dated 8 Jan.
1918
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Germany imposed
strict control over
import and export e O = -
of currency in 1933. | irenibermagung | s | | oveirentbermadung L ocorrensr
Often mistaken as e
censorship, the
purpose was not
censorship of letter
content. The dates
here are 1934 and
1936.
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Initial German plans for war-time censorship of civilian
mail. One ‘main’ Station in Berlin and a secondary station in
Konigsberg. All mail going out and coming into the country
and mail in transit going through Germany was to be
inspected. The following terms are relevant:

Auslandsbriefprufstelle (ABP) — Foreign letter censorship station
mostly on German territory — pre-Sept. 1939
Briefprifstelle (BP) — Letter censorship station — on non-German

territory
Oberkomando der Wehrmacht (OKW) — High Command of the

Armed Forces



The mechanics of Censorship:

Priifstempel — Cancel device used to certify and examination

From the ABP £
Auslandsbriefprufstelle at ;
Kénigsberg (PR) early in the [
war. The city name was e O
quickly dropped in favor of

alphabetic code such as “A”

or “a@” for Konigsberg, ‘b’ for

Berlin; ‘c’ for Cologne; ‘d’ for ( 43 B~
Munich, etc.




Verschluss —
Sealing Tape

Tape came in all sorts
of sizes and printed
words or designs. Both
examples are from
Berlin - upper without
station identification

and bottom with ‘b’ for
Berlin

TANDL ZGE

I. AD. FREDERIKSEN
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Durchlaufstempel - Pass-through cancel device

which indicated a letter passed through without examination
"is for use by and an ABP. An “L” used used by an

Auslandsleitstelle — special post office for business mail.

,, : Dbvising. N80 R | Pofttarte

N’

Richard Wolff

...................... Saarbricken Dnifwenfid
Wobnort, andy Fuftell- oder Leitpoftamt
..................... TalstraBe 62 | 4| nizjefebpelt
Strafe, Hausnummer, Gebaudeteil, Stodwert od. Poftfdliepfadnumm “‘ hze It‘q
’ |
Mimlinnans! |

Lieber Bruder ! T
Schon etwa ein Jahr
hore ich nichts mehr von

Dir.Jch schreibe Dir alle Herrn Julius Herm.Wolff

2 lMonate,erhalte aber
keine Antwort.Die Seife

schickt hast,erhielt }3 |
auch nicht.

alle wohlauf.
Herzliche GriiBe SR i
von uns beiden an alle

Gl K anat

22.12,.40




Durchlaufstempel — pass-through censor marks
Machine Ab cancel and large Hand cancel




Priiferstempel — cancels/stamps or notation
which identify individual censors

In Berlin individual
censors used initials
and numbers to
document their work
— in this case with
pencil markings. Note
opening and tape at
left side rather than
back of envelope.




Priifervermerke —
individual Censor T
marks — ‘d’ MuniCh Ve,  AA

‘\

Censors at Munich

frequnetly used small [#807] 1201 G o
rubber stamp with alpha ERER % & EX §§%§ ’WWHW’W
character, digits, or §i\§ § \ ii %;%“ §§ o2 ;;f},ﬁ' §. Jesrirr
symbols. He/she could W"M”Q : - "} it BN
also add pencil marks. b *Hj\W ?‘Bfﬁ"m’/ P a
The markings can be —_ S
found on the envelopes, LA = =
and also on each page of i3 YRR [

fotr J 2 |
the letter. 211 o]



Beanstandungs- und Hinweisstempel —
Infractions --- cancel/cachet indicating violation
of censorship rules

This rubber cachet
denotes that card is to:
“Return to sender: per
regulations ‘nomal’
mail to foreign
destinations must be
brought to post office
counter.”

Landsmanns. 272 — GB1.7




Some of the Censorship Rules:

* Deliver at post office counter with ID

* No illegible writing

* No secret languages, ink or Hebraic

* No lined envelopes

* No picture postcards; photos; braille; chess or crossword
puzzles

* No non-business printed matter

* Maximum 4 pages in letters with name & address of
sender and recipient on each page

e Stamp trading not desires

* No news about economic situation; food supply;
bombings; etc.




Beanstandungs- und Hinweisszettel — Note
inserted in letter indicating violation of a
censorship rule

“Name & Address of
Sender must not just
be on envelope but on S A

every page Of the Im Interesse der Sache ist es dringend

) erwiinscht, da Name und Adresse des
letter

Briefempfiingers und Absenders nicht

nur auf den Umschlag, sondern auch auf

wRRY

eine jede Briefeinlage geselit werden.

Die Auslandsbriefpriifstelle.

2 M. 12.40. M. & Co.



Konigsberg — ABP “a”— the first functioning station

This station began
operating on Sept. 4,
1939. Letter from Oct
17, 1939 to the Red
Cross in Geneva has
circular cancel indicating
inspection and the
hand-stamp: Von der
Wehrmacht zugelassen —
Allowed by the Army.
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Konigsberg — Early censor Oct. 1939

The reverse of the cover has
sealing tape with hand-
stamp: “Im Staatsinteresse
gedffnet” — opened in
interest of the state/country.
The circular cancel is the
same as on the front of the
cover:
Auslandsbriefprtiifstelle —
Konigsberg (Pr).




Konigsberg — Dec. 1939

German card going to
Tallinn has a new
cancel in red indicating
examination, but the
city name is still
present at bottom und
wreath and swastika.




Konigsberg - 1941

Card from Kaunus,
USSR to Minchberg,
Germany. The censor
cachet now in red and
uses the lower case ‘@’
under the swastika - to
indicate the location of
the censorship station.
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Konigsberg - 1943

Letter from Riga to
Frankfurt posted Nov.
8, 1943 via Deutsche
Dienstpost (Official
Mail) with a hand-
stamp passing cancel
‘Aa’ indicating that
the censor did not
inspect the contents —
thus not opened and
resealed.




ABP Berlin 1939

Berlin Censor station
started in early September
1939. It had no censor

cancels or separate sealing &1  Morrirteton Wi [—’
strips. Thus there was L e =

continued use of the

‘Currency control” strips

used by customs since

1933. The letter from R AL g e

. o :\ e L 4,;, :‘.':_\ 1 eV i y\«-'x«::\:: ==

Potsdam bears the typical S 1 - -N\/ar\:; = et o —
mibermadung [~ ‘Demrg,nlfevmadfudg = |- @evifenibermadiimg-] T ﬁn/n\fh!bermd)ung “E-Devifen

P! 3o\llamﬂid) NS

roller cancel over the labels e |- ssimmiis G —sanesiio | soiagra’ s
— dated 14.10.39. T | | =




Currency Cc’)ntrol-%
and Censorship
July 1940

‘.-

st . e/ . ’ 4 ‘_ :
(pnauzqnuaj;aas 'ﬂ“ ax:aqnua];aae DURPEAIIIQNUIIGIG | viulpuee
g ang " ang I .



Berlin Censorship 1939 and
sometimes not.....?

This airmail letter posted
in Berlin on Nov. 21, 1939
shows no evidence of

censorship. The franking
of a 60 Pfand 5 Pf
Hindenburg stamp
reflects correct rate — 25
Pf for foreign letter and
40 Pf for transatlantic air.




Berlin Censorship 1939

The Berlin station received
its own sealing strips in late
1939. The strips show the
word “Gepruft” — examined
and the seal which reflects
the censor: Oberkommando
der Wehrmacht — High
Command of the Armed
Forces. There is no
reference to location of the
station and no censor
cancel on the sealing strip.




Berlin Censorship 1940

Sealing strip with
Censorship cancel with ‘b’
on both front and back of
cover going from Berlin to
New York “via Siberia”.
The censorship cancel has
OKW (Oberkommando...)

at top and “Briefstempel —

geoffnet” at bottom. A
typical feature for most
subsequent cancels is the
Tilde (wavy line) under

+the richt wino of the

. AU 5882 DEUTSCHE S;
el o i — 5 = ==
Iiﬁ-?iff-@ HARDY &Co. = 085 &
Berlin == =

8 REICH =]

Messrs.
Goldman,Sachs & Co.

30 Ping Street
liew-York/City/

MARKGRAFENSTRASSE 386




Berlin Censorship 1941

Berlin to Washington DC cover
received Nov. 41. The censor
cancel has the lower case ‘b’
under the swastika. The registry
also prompted the addition of a

red sequential number ‘42783’ rtinlieferer:

The “Einlieferer’ — actual person
presenting the letter at post
office counter was now
required. Both the sealing strip

and the censor cancel now show
lk)l i

b - T

i I ——"Y wm»mxw R et it ™ ———" R ey
4 (“,fi T e Vb i
inschreiben-Registered!
Durch Flugpost¥By Airmaill ' * :
7 i :

MIT LuFTpg

The COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS,
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Berlin ‘b’ letter sealing machines

Special machines were
used to speed up the
letter sealing process.
The machine also
imprinted information
on the seal. Here the
sequence of: “OKW —
eagle — Geoffnet/b —
eagle — OKW”. Note
several pencil marks
by individual censors
Or processors.




Berlin ‘b’ Censorship 1942

The B8 censorship cancel
features the ‘b’ on each
side of the swastika and
the ‘Tilde” wavy line under
the right wing. Censored
in Berlin because this card
related to patents —
otherwise would have
been censored in Munich.

Postkarte
Wobrion ich Latill- SRerROMEE L S
sabls.uahestelh et L
zZurlickerbeten an : o 4
Patentanwa it #“;‘;.'
K TF E_ heutrn."slﬂew".
o ! b e B - e (,
» ngeniour L2489 Herrn Patentgn
* . ¥ I g PipEe e
Fran Str

i Y g e 30




Berlin Censorship 1942

Letter from France to
Sweden has another
variant of this cancel — B7

o ASSOCIATION NATIONALE ‘
oy 'ORTEURS FRANGAIS DE VALEURS MOBILIERES.

— with a ‘T" above the »
eagle’s head. The ‘T’ 3
)

apparently referenced that
this was ‘Transit” mail.

A
—cmte e AROER G, x’\“«wm,,\‘l\m_ s .
3/ 1t/ . {r‘_:.'.' A “ 0 ’,.:\,"1:‘
i142.19-29 ) — & A0
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Wi 8/~ — -/ 121321
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Berlin (Hof) ‘h’ Censorship 1944

The station at Hof was established after the
Berlin Station was severely bombed in
1943/44. Its prime responsibility was to
process POW and Internee Mail which had
been handled by Berlin until late 1943.
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Gedruckt von der Kriegsgefangenenhilfe C.V.J.M. (Y.M.C.A.)




Berlin Censorship 1944-45

New censor cancels are
introduced in early 1944 indicate
In upper segment:
‘Zensurestelle’ and in lower half
‘b — gepruft — b’. This reflects
that the responsibility for
censorship was moved from the
Abwehr (military counter
intelligence) to the head of the
SS, H. Himmler.

Berlin W,15, den 16.Nov=amber 1044

Sehr geehrter Herr Doktor! : &

Ihre werte Adresse verdanks ich Frédulein Annie
Hiimiiller. Von Edith wurde ich vor 1lhrer Abreise
woboten, Ihnen dies mitzuteilen, Bisher hdrte ich
weder ven Adith noch von Ursel irgend etwas. Aber
mit Frau Ho“en@ Haase stehe ich 1w regen Brisfverike
kehr.Bs geht ihrp evunxheutluh L nlﬂhf gut,und
hqt sie w1oh sSC h01 wiederhclt g bet@n ,dieses FPlt?
und Ho]ene mitzuteilen., Vie 1131 ht 1st es Ihnen
mo 1lich Fritzfund Hele 2ne hlorvon Kénntn17 zu geben

Y et vk e rdalladinht fthan Aac Rate Krengz ivreend
xz/G//rY
Lranp AL
Absender:Hi 1 d.(—f’,g?upd FT‘ank V5 cH
Berlin.w.15 A SRl Cpcaie rer
<E:> RBleibtreustrs y"g . AR
Wohnort, auch Zustell- oder Lei mgamc 1 .Y 7
. s 1 re=
A \ N‘,, R e E ;l Rl £ ;
usT 1, G deteil
l lsdI effachnummer ;
bei Untermietern auch Name des letrs Hef”r‘n
sienstadt ,Protektorat BOhsf - S R A R
mens= Nahr>n Turmgasse 1) Dr. Wittt e nDeareg
keine Fehlbltta getan zu
h &b n 11 n ,q br'll j bl‘ gl e | 'S't‘o'r‘-a;“”““‘..“"“.NT':.5'““'“ sessesssssansesspaseansasbasiiscnnar
bestens unbekannterweise {skarweg
Livansd
W' ar A ;5 e‘
LUV en . aaf ANISEORes SRS S R Eeel e Sehwedeniy « ot R B as
Strafie, Hausnummer, Gebéudeteil, Stockwerk oder ps&;;i{ifis‘f"'ﬁ”“.;{r}; """
l Ut rmie lmn uch Name des V ‘ermie!
D (2. 44) AC1541 AB




Berlin pass-through censorship

The ‘Ab” — which probably
means
Auslandsbriefprufstelle b —
is a pass-through
censorship stamp. This is

|
one of more than a dozen o

similar types. The letter s et R

Gustav Adolfsgatan 16,

from Bohemia/Moravia to o ey
Sweden was not opened.

Herrn'




Berlin pass-through censorship

This diplomatic letter from the
Hamburg consulate of the
Panamanian Republic received
a Berlin (Ab) pass-through
censor mark and was not
opened. Note the registry and
the crossed-out numerator
number.




Berlin pass-through censorship

Even with the pass-through WWWM
marking, this letter was also '
opened and censored.
Sometimes pass-through
marks were actually applied
to the paper strip. In this
instance the paper strip
shows that the letter went
through a machine
canceling device.




Berlin ‘Lb’ Auslandsleitstelle pass-through censorship

Public entities and some
businesses could expedite
mail by going through a
foreign routing station of
the Reichspost. These
received a circular mark
with ‘L' — here Lb for Berlin.
The round, blue cancel at
top left is not a censor, but
is the seal of the
Reichsbahndirektion — the
Reich Railway authority.
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Berlin ‘Lb’ Auslandsleitstelle pass-through Censorship

The ‘Lb’ is in gothic
lettering on this
express letter from
Switzerland probably
going to a German
firm or state entity.
At least a dozen
different types of the
Lb mark have been
identified.




Berlin Censorship — Rule infractions

Judging what has survived,
letters not complying with
rules were either returned or
destroyed. This letter going
to Finland bears portions of a
label indicating “return to
sender....” This may have
peen an instance where the
etter was dropped in a mail
poX, but had to be turned in
at the post office. Was this a
censors label or was it a post
office label?




Censorship
Station 1939-45

a — Konigberg Gestapo 5
b — Berlin 1
c — Cologne 7
d — Munich 3
e — Frankfurt 4
f —Hamburg

g —Vienna 2
h — Hof

k —Copenhagen

| — Lyon

n — Nancy

o—Oslo

t — Trondheim

X — Paris

y - Bordeaux




Other Stations: Koln (Cologne) ‘c’

(Nov 1939 —

late 1944)

The station was in
operation by Nov

1939 and

"?")

probably closed in

late 1944 and

was responsible |

for mail to

Netherland,
Belgium and
Occ. France

02

Station

o
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NE DERLAND




Koln ‘c’ Censorship Nov 1944

With huge numbers of

forced laborers in

Germany, one can find
much postal stationary
with pass-through ‘Ac”.

Note separate boxed

60 (individual censor?)
and double post office

cancel which was
required.
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Miinchen (Munich) ‘d’ Censorship

P2 Tuigi @ostini - Tripoli - via Piave 19
Munich station openedin
fall of 1939 and closed in &
April 1945. This station
dealt with mail to/from
Italy, Spain, Portugal and
Switzerland. The station g‘* ‘ e
also had many individual ? Soshirin Bas

. - . ]
marking such as digits, GEROLDSTEIN .®
letter, and even floral (4sraante) 2 \
designs. {20)




Munich ‘d’ Censorship

Individual censor markings
featured and at left, evidence of

checking for invisible ink.
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Munich ‘d’ Censorship on late Feb 1945

Card from a ‘“forced’
laborer at the Italian
Lager at Dessau. Note
the revised text in
cancel Zensurstelle’ —
no longer OKW.




Frankfurt ‘e’ Censorship

Wy A

Operated from late 1939 to late S5

1944 and handled mail to/from | / |

North & South America & South — e Tl a2 SR
France o iy Lins se R uphas HLS T

Transatlantic air mail from
Germany to USA dated Oct 30,
1940 and ‘e’ sealing label and
machine cancel. Faint 3-digit
numbers is in rectangular box.
The mailer was Maximilian Israel
Rothschild. One may assume he
was Jewish and thus required to
insert the middle name of ‘Israel’.




Frankfurt ‘e’ Censor Transit mail

Letter from Oslo to Sioux
Falls dated Nov 1, 1941
reveals Frankfurt sealing
tape and red cachet with
‘e’. Also shows individual
censor markings — small
boxed humbers.

wujeag

wulig



Hamburg ‘f’

Operated Feb 1940 to
April 1945 and handled
mail to/from
Scandinavia. Here a
cover from Oslo going to
Switzerland in Nowv.
1944. Individual censor
markings include digits
and roman numerals.




Hamburg Pass-through Censor ‘Af’




Wien — Vienna Censorship ‘g’

Operated from Nov
1939 to April 1945 and
handled mail to/from

g e e e

Balkans, Hungary & T wvantian A
Tu rk ey. TILNZAAl‘NgURS?IéA D. D. WM )
This cover was sent "“13,?63 g,

from Zagreb to
Litzmannstadt - a
major Nazi ghetto for
Polish Jews and Roma.




Vienna ‘g’ Pass-through Censorship




Kopenhagen ‘k’ Censorship 1943

GJENL./EGEV(I]};O\;.GLODBERG « //@
danmurk, > \ 19\; pue )j}?
Copenhagen station * ?? i
opened in April 1940 and | - 3,
closed in April 1945. Mail
handles was from/to & v ar7e

sewden, Norway and e L
Finaland. This station e

used Danish sealing strips
and Danish censor cachets
as well as German

language cachets.

j219[013u0Y 1219101)U0Y (
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Kopenhagen ‘k’ censorship 1944

— - e e e e P e e e e — ————— . T g —
4

A German Zensurstelle
cachet is used on a Danish e ~—~ ~ AR

N~ P~ — 0 U~ DA
sealing strit in Nov 1944 on ) ) e ) [ iaisy ) Ay
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Sweden to Kopenhagen.
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Oslo ‘0o’ censor station 1944

Oslo operated from April 1940 to May 1945. The Station
handled mail between Sweden, Finland and Denmark.




Oslo ‘o’ Censorship April 1945

il _
-

\' //_ 1&4%11 15 \\ ‘-®j g 0
o -’/ » %/ \‘\\\%Aé; -. : NORGES’&% 5

Very late censored
cover from
Trondheim, Norway

to Stockholm, Note Y Pl - K
N ety

the propaganda
postal cancel and the
passing Ao cachet

with a plain sealing
label.



Durchlauf — Pass through censor from
both Kopenhagen and Oslo

Relatively few instances

e
-
g7 “%?q

exist where more than B 0w -
on censor§h|p station ( : .
left a passing-censor - - /)
F AN \ AL

mark on a cover. There
are many instances 2 C ¢ o T

Y &lé«uu >v ﬁ AL >0 -
where a pass-through f

. :." o ¥ i

marking was used 'g &

. . 1 :.;.'j 1 J /5) z
along with an opening U bl ﬁ

of a letter.
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Lyon

Censorship

The Lyon station was
opened in Feb. 1943
to inspect mail
goinging between
France and
Swizterland. In Aug.
1944 the staff was
moved to Nancy
because American
troops occupied
Lyon in that same
month.




g
t

Trondheim

Trondheim was the
smallest censoring station
and operated from Nowv.
1940 to April 1945. Only
handled mail to/from
Sweden. This cover from
Kirknes, Norway to
Stockholm, Sweden sent in
Nov. 1943 was censored in
Trondheim, Norway. The
cachet shows a “Tilde”
similar to those used in
Berlin cachets.
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Paris ‘x” Censorship 1943

Operated from
Sept 1940 to
Aug 1944 and
handled mail
from Vichy to
occupied area;
Red Cross mail
and Belgium &
Netherlands




Paris ‘X’ Censorship 1943 typical Red Cross mail from Algeria
to Geneva with passing censor of Ax, but also French, British and

US censor seals and markings
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Bordeaux “y” Nancy

Bordeaux opened June 1941
moved to Nancy Nov 43. The
station was responsible for mail
with Spain and occupied France.
Airmail cover from Paris Airmail
Show Oct. 1943 to Ireland.
Held by British censor and

“u, ”
n

A'MND—ELPI-19

released in 1945. The ‘y’ on
short seal is right under the
swastika — hard to see.

The ‘y’” was cachets and seals
were also used in Nancy after
Nov. 1943. Nancy had its own
cachets with an ‘n’, but there is
no sealine strin with ‘n’.




