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V-MAIL Instructions

V-Mail Service provides the most expeditious dispatch and reduces the weight
of mail to and from personnel of our Armed Forces outside the continental
United States. When addressed to points where micro-film equipment is
operated, a miniature photographic negctive of the message will be made and
sent by the most expeditious transportation available for reproduction and
delivery. The original message will be destroyed after the reproduction has been
delivered. Messages addressed to or from points where micro-film equipment
is not operated will be transmitted in their original form by the most expeditious
means available.

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Write the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines.

(2) PRINT the name and address in the two panels provided. Addresses to members
of the Armed Forces should include rank or rating of the addressee, unit to

which attached, and APO or Naval address.
(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box.

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope and a separate V-Mail letter
must be sent if you desire to write more than one sheet.

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.
When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3¢ ordinary
mail, 6c¢ if air mail is desired).

+ POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO 1




=AY a0/l/B  Sc#2765 a-j - 29¢ Block of 10
B ] | i

®

S080000000%00CPIRIROIRRRORES

2661
MBS @IS0y

$OIRIS pajun

23830800 neas

Allied forces mru« Gorman U boau, !"J :

Sevrrrrrrar

e
@
a
o
-
.
k3
.

Japanese merchant

A0S 191504 'S Bl

Aq panss) Buieq sweys dwes Aresiasuue uos

1178M PLIOM JO S8USS B Ul pary) &) S1 S14 )

8
3
-
8
g
§
2
o

AMERICA

“Row. Buwuﬁ and -

o

Ses00esevc0e

¢t 2

®esensvcene

‘Willte and Joo® keep spirits high, 1943

o : Italy inveded by Allles, September 1943 . Bonds and stampy help war offort, 1943
L L L AL N

¥ render” at Casablanca
in January:.

1643 annmé/ t{neo'i'sig&

00000000000 00000000000RRIRNIIIIRLS

dfwf

esssscsssse

Stars mark World War I losses, 1563 o
L I I L L




= USPS.COM' V-MAIL Stamp

BRREEEEE

hconditional sur
lor® at Casablanca
in January:.

Y AFRICA 1
INDIAN

Turin the e

Pt

.
: Italy inveded by Allles, Septembor 1963 : Bonds and stamps help war offort, 1943
LA A A A R R N R RN I A AR R R RN RN NN

‘Willte and Joo* keep spirits high, 1943
Sttt

v
s
-
.
.
.
.
°
.
H ¢
v
.
.
.
o
°

.
.
.
<
.
L& -
.
.
.
.
.

Marines assault Tarawa, Novembor 1943

Coesssssssssnne LR



Courtesy USPS:
Remembering WWII

1943 — Turning the Tide erte a Letter
B | ] ] 1 1111

To send V-mail,
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(opposite) held

1,500 letters.




Quink and Skrip
| | el [ [[][l

* MICROFILM BLACK -

w
MADL 1N U, 5. & g
THE PARKER PN ui'_':'_/



Microfilm
B [ J T T T




An Original & Copies
A | [ [ LTI

[T

V-mail deterred
espionage by foiling
the use of:
Ry » Invisible ink
T — . :
SRk iripay oY » microdots
e » micro-printing

e, D Elk) tg 1 - :’ :.'"‘ : -
N lEsEs s \hich could not be
L 40 anme . - fuds wwrt

Ly reproduced in a
S el photocopy.




Technicians with microfiim
110




How V-MAIL Works
S T T T T

GOING OVERSEAS

ARE OPENED FiuA ROLLS N Vuuvonn;\-v-uc
P C WARICALLY, PoucHBS AxS PRINTE A

S0 “TAEY CAN BE LoV e MADE FROM

PMOTOG RN NGO, .- T™E PiLM~—

2 oUW
STATION 13 w
OF TWEIR ARRIVAL.

THEN ORIGD ON
NEATED DRUMS.

INSERTED MECHARICALLY
FIRES TUEM TRROUGH N N ENVELOPES —
AN URBROKEN STREAM—

Cartoon Credit:
Wikipedia

(Source: Bureau of Naval Personnel Information Bulletin “ALL HANDS!” - January 1945)



How V-MAIL Works
GOING OVERSEAS

ze POWUNDS ARE OPENRD
o

ORIGINAL R C MANICALLY,
2 S0 WY CAN o

PWOYOGHRMANED.

AUTYOMAYLEALLY || PHOYO GRAPWED

= ADY Yo O
THEN NUMBERED || RWT Y Yo p& - THE LETYLRS

! ARE VRO :
TWRIOWG N “THWE
RECOWRDER




How V-MAIL Works
Sine OVERSEAS /...

ze POUNDS ARE OPENRD

oF ORIGINAL - rVER C MARICALLY,

V-MAIL LETYERs $0 "Ml Y AN e
PROYO G R AN NE D.

A 3
THEN NUMBERED || READY Yo P& - THE LETYLRS

AUTYOMAYLEALLY || PHOYO GRAPWED o,
ARE VRO

l rciouG i TTHE TR

RECOWRDER N o
< e
M‘w-

. : r"‘

| —




How V-MAIL Works

ARD FILED THE S-0X. RO

oy EEER
LDRTIL. THE DuVELOPED -~

OVFRSEAS :

STATION >

RECC\\)(-S
TWVME FiIuMM
AND

MAITHORILES
THEIR

DESTRUCTION

COMPRI%SD PLENTY

OoF RoOowm
OVERSEAS

LEFT
oM TWIS
PLARNE
FOR VITAL
WAR
MATERIALS

(Source: Bureau of Naval Personnel Informatio



How V-MAIL Works
AIL .\ RETURNING HOME

Fum RO N : PHOYO GRAFRIC
PoucCHME S AuB . PRINYTS ARE
MLOYIN N « " MADE FrROM
& , : THE FPIiLM =

THE OUNRSEAS V- MAIL

AETATION IS MOYTIFRD
O THEI\R ARRIVAL.

RECEINED ON

one §-0F, ROLL
OF LM

ARE NOW READY
Yo B -~




How V-MAIL Works

FOLOED N A MACNINC rHAY INsSERTHD MiC;ANlC‘\LLY
MIRES THEOM THRAROULIGH 1N N ENVELOFED -
AN UNBRONKEN STREAM —

TO THE TOLXS
BacK WOME. .

ion Bulletin “ALL HANDS!” - January 1945)



V-MAIL Sheets

FOLD TOP AND BOTTOM IN, THEN FOLD IN CENTER AND SEAL
NO OTHER ENVELOPE SHOULD BE USED

N
| I i

£OL0 Tor aNp a0
JAND BOTTOM IN, THEN FoLp i cemres
0 HER ENvELOPE SHouLp pg ‘USLDAND e

ILLED IN compLere

AT TOP?




|_etter Sheet Design

JH. SPIFGELBERG, Sit
C.B.M. 1. 610

rlest Post Office
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,

Between 300 handwritten

DEAR RUTH,

Harpy DAY, IT was x ANNOWNCED 10

23 oCroax e
TORER, 50, Wmrsss ANYTHDN: KRX 41 /2 pamves o
PARTY - sarans apume S, You

could fit between the e
margins required for the e
microfilm processing. i o, e T e

G INTOWARD 1

oF Tou

MILL T 78 -
MLL TRY 10 TRevRr =

Za TO TRAVEL As LIGHT 43 poss BIE
0SSIZLE Dzray: VPRIBLE,

3

THE
) Y WAS PRETTY w211 1eor
® THAT THEY SENT our 1 MBI Tuomy
ATS, A 10F p suiy nq D WE HAVE BEm

AT UATT
AT MATL - pry Y CATCHING

G, TEE LasT pmy

P 70 .
O U3, K WRITES THAT HB
GET UP 1 SEE MM

’ ] }‘ W t\ DA \w;i A




Smithsonian

National Postal Museum Pre_pri nted G reeti ngS

o| /5] FRANK J. ZELTMANN
/
L /7 SN R
o0 E

From THE ARCTc
THE
TO TQOP’(_:S
WHEREVER |

£.D. 5119



S e e e e e O D e e
FROM

© PyT. TE VAN SICKLE TR,
18 E FrELD HOSPITAL
BPO 494 T PosTMASTER
VEW YoRK 4.Y. U.5.4

SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2

| sa,sw P AnOERSOM 5 Ve

ELO SBV FRAVC(5CO cly

{CENSOR'S STAM?P

(Sender 3 complete oddress cbove

£~v\.2 e 2+
.!rv—f/ J
R ! 1R 'C
a L S BN o

vg»~a4. hg '-éL,
well <

(‘_:’) e Lan io“j
— f A - {
ikl “C

iy

~L
> ’
(CIPTS VPN 3T
7 nt
Lang TR '//‘" £ 1‘/
X

-
n({)"*"lﬂ el
4 PAA -

/‘ta([*"‘ g

% -5
Y S /.~‘~‘.4‘L‘\ "7 a2
Lol . Ji0 e J A~ 2
2 v Sk "

{ p T
3 {)‘? [} v
Ao -
skl _
-
},7,0**" A2

A AL ‘f"f @ LLaA

ae AR
Ivvt L L

ChAAaa a

(2.8 .\' o
k--\xf vl D s (A{
.gLf <
G\\,{ -Yl)g‘f\
J JL&‘\A{A Rarorar
t(l '-(- doAtR
:‘v\- ffu_ (S | ‘-‘\7
a {L.IL'Z-‘\. ,/i Lo

wAnR
A LOaA

47‘—‘

{‘9{/ URA /

% 2 G g o f o o, 2
1Ca--cL '(/1-‘70 LVZ& 7‘ [q /

\w
HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE ARGy
ADDRESS AT TOP? v I I

dzm

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE
ADDI“S AT TOP"

[ 4
v
1

W . - S wiums oo . vass Py

-

UI SKMWILLETT pf;fg

Photocopies

o NS N




Censored Content
B [ T T T

SR am rgh . WAE SPPaRIIRT, BRI R AR, B2 sare ey

- —

R | Per TE VAN SI¢
>{- o

e/ |¥ T FIELD H

PPO 434 T P

)

2 & VEW YoRK, 4
L cps” )4

[CENSOR'S STAMP f,-f{ :‘-"Y:(l ” N

Pt e e s b e Wt S 0 00 et S, S o o
PRl o Wi G v W e v 0 ety & b s

L

\ "

PPALokIT S

-
Ie Ve

)
)




WAR & NAVY 505
| DEPARTMENTi(

P
v--MAIL SERVIC \ o—AM 2

\Z79ah
OFFICIAL BUSINESS . - <

V-MAIL Window Envelopes

WAR & NAVY
DEPARTMENTS

W

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

PAYMENT OF AGE.‘_ $300

WAR & NAvy
V-MAIL SERv|cE

PENALTY FOR FPRIVATE USE 1o AVoID
5 PAVMENT OF p
.i"”y 5 OSTAGE, $300
ZSTAL o
" 1y
OFFICIAL BUSINE S

e

et s O I

ey,

e s b e S h

s . T e e A S
2 o
Ses

@ snnprm e B g
o




Victory Day posteard for the United States Army/Navy
as would have beewn used during or just post WWIT.

These were issued to +roops and were wmailed for free.
Post card measures 3.25 x 5.5 inches
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