Revenues on CDV ~ West Chester, Pennsylvania
The Taxable Period August 1, 1864 - July 31, 1866

The carte’-de-vistes (CDV’s) tax revenue stamp usages: 2, 3, and 5-cents only.
Photography Revenue Tax was only required during the 24-month period.
Purpose & Scope One-frame exhibit illustrates CDV’s with tax revenue stamps from a small town in southeastern

PA. During the Civil War, the U. S. Congress passed laws to collect taxes to aid in the funding of the Union War
effort. One of these war taxes was applied to the relatively new fad of photography including CDV’s.

Organization The CDV’s are arranged by Revenue type, Playing Cards first. Both sides of each CDV are shown.

Background CDV’s were at their zenith in America during the Civil War. The tiny portrait, only 2 % x 3 % inches
usually mounted on a card 2.5 x 4.0 inches, was an ideal size to fit into a soldier’s pocket and was easy to mail en-
closed in a letter. Sales of the CDVs were fueled by the need of every family to hold close their absent members
through these handy photographs, as well as collecting portraits of famous people of the day.

“

Proprietary” Revenue stamps were the expected types to be used on CDV.s. The 2-cent, 3-cent, and five-cent
have been found on CDV’s but no 5-cent has been found on a West Chester CDV. The one-cent could have been
used to make up the 3-cent tax -- none documented from West Chester. No reason for a 1, 4, or 10-cent to exist.

i g 2 Photographer: T. W. Taylor

Engraved Perforated stamp: perf.12; printed by Butler &
Carpenter, Philadelphia PA

E Manuscript cancel

CDV'’s from West Chester have
the “Ist Revenue Issue” only.

The 2 & 3-cents are known; the
5-cents on a West Chester
CDV has not been recorded in
public hands to date.

Andre Adolpho Eugene Disderi, France,
took out the patent on the carte-de-visite
in 1854. At first the idea seemed to be a
flop, until Disderi took a portrait of
Napoleon III and his family which was
I o issued in the CDV format. Suddenly
not identified in this exhibit. ; CYAINE VRN T o LIV,

Scan shown at 75% of actual




_2-Cents, Blue; Playing Cards; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps
Single stamp

1864 Tax Law: passed 6/30/1864. effective 8/1/1864:

o Retail price of CDV Photograph less than 26 cents = 2 ct. tax
® 26 to 50 cents retail price tax rate = 3 ct. tax

® 51 cents to $1.00 the tax rate = 5 ct. tax

1866 Tax Law: passed 7/13/1866. effective 8/1/1866
No tax required

Photographer: F. McCutcheon

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: 1866 This Negative m

Scan shown at 75% of actual

Note: The Revenue Tax Stamps’ (during the Civil War) significant con-
nection with West Chester PA:

Joseph J. Lewis (1801-1883) of West Chester was named by President
Lincoln as the Commissioner of the U. S. Internal Revenue. He served
March 1863 to June 1865.



2-Cents, Blue; Playing Cards; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps
Single stamp

: Photographer E Woodward&Co

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,

Philadelphia PA
5 E. WOODWARD & CO..
Manuscript cancel e Qh mmhqm, S
Caprdrnce oy Dated: Dec ‘65 ;:::‘:.: e
TR

To date: 17 West Chester PA photogra-
phers have been identified having pro-

1 duced CDV’s: Samuel Fisher; Eber

y Woodward; Duval & West; C. Alfred
Garrett; Shrieves & Battin; Battin &
Finney; A. A. Anderson; Charles Du-
val; F. McCutcheon; R. T. West; :
Odiorne & Shrieves; J. S. Beecher; Tho-
Scan shown at 75% of actual mas W. Taylor; Edward Pyle; R. B.
Mulford; R. M. J. Reed; & E. Smedley.

e
f From T. W. TAYLOR'S GALLERY,
No. 30 East Gay Street, between Churchand Illh-“i.l,

Only recorded CDV

WAL R I N mailing cover from West
Firs dod Ad fine p at the Chester : - g!l:Stsr; apropos “POSt.ed
tural Furs of 1867, 1868 and 1869, ® ider stage stamp ti
The N£GATIVE from which thes are made is preserved for on rPnnﬂ 5 smaﬁ?s h (%DS B
any number can bemndemeufrom and sent by mail to any par : y
country. Photographs ur‘V ed from or Ambro- %
, and painted an m@;m (30140!':;l in th: mwtmltﬁm manner. ” }
great variety. :
1f not called for within 10 days please return. "

Sy f. B




2-Cents, Blue; Playing Cards; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

Tax Stamps were to be cancelled by the photographer in manuscript
with initials and date. (not always complied)

Photographer: Not known — based on photo # likely E. Woodward

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: Dec 8 1864

Cartes-de-visite (CDVs or photographic visiting cards) were so profit-
able during & post Civil War that studios sprang up to support the high
demand. In West Chester 17 studios produced CDVs.

Less than 6 studios were operational during the 24-month taxable pe-
riod.

Scan shown at 75% of actual




2-Cents, Blue; Playing Cards: Ist Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

o onne e

e ——————

E. WOODWARD & CO,

€ Photographers,D-

No 1, cor. Church & Gay Sta., i

No j'/j/??n... §

United States Md-Atlantic Region

Location of West Chester, PA

Population - West Chester in 1860 = 4,757

Single stamp

Photographer: E. Woodward & Co.

Perforated stamp: Engraved. perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: Dec 6x
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Scan shown at 75% of actual



2-Cents, Blue; Playing Cards: 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

Photographer: E. Woodward & Co. N
{
1}

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: Dec ‘65 \

E. WOODWARD & CO..

7 Photographers, D

No 1, cor. Church & Gay Sts,,

N Cidee

[ I I SN

Per Mr. Ron Lesher: (on which revenue stamps should be used on
CDV’s)

Scan shown at 75% of actual “The two titles that were to be used (commonly)
were "proprietary” or "playing cards" but this in-
struction was widely disregarded. Since there was no
intent to evade the tax, there was no penalty for using
the wrong stamps”.
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2-Cents, Orange; Express; Ist Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps
Single stamp

Photographer: A. A. Anderson

Perforated stamp: Engraved. perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel
was to cancel the stamp by initialing and dating.
Actual cancel procedures varied widely. Some had
m:mmwmmmwmmmwww
ing them or otherwise marking them.

West Chester is in Chester County PA: 25 miles west of Philadelphia
ClmComty-onconhﬂoﬁginaleounﬁslaido\nbmePenn(anm)

Town originally known as Turks Head

County seat since 1786

Town incorporated in 1799




2-Cents, Orange: U. S. Inter. Rev.; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Photographer: E. Woodward

Perforated stamp: Engraved. perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: May 65

Scan shown at 75% of actual

Location—West Chester. PA

Single stamp




2-Cents, Blue; Proprietary; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

Photographer: Jno. W. Odiorne

Perforated stamp: Engraved. perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,

Philadelphia PA
Manuscript cancel
INO. W. ODIORNE,
PHOTOGRAPHER,
| Dated: ‘6x

Corner Market and High Streets, |

WEST CHESTER, PA.

o 37 2

Negatives will not be preserved longer than One
Year from date of sitting, unless they are purchased.
In orderiug Duplicates. piease the number, s

Scan shown at 75% of actual

CDV photographic process that was used in the period involved the production
of a wet-plate collodion negative, which was developed and dried. Then an albu-
men photograph was printed-out from it. “Printing-out™ means that the negative
— which was the same size as the finished print was put in contact with the sensi-
tized albumenized photo paper in a printing frame, and using the action of the
sun, the images would appear. The prints would then be fixed in a solution so-
dium thiosulfate, rinsed, dried and mounted on the cards. —Pamela C. Powell,
Photo Archivist; Chester County Historical Society




2-Cents, Blue; Proprietary; st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps
Single stamp

Photographer: T. W. Taylor

Coertwses

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

T. W. TAYLOR,
Pootographic Hrt Gallerp,
30 East Gay Stret, Dated: Nov “6x

WEST CHESTER, PA

Manuscript cancel

? 2

Negatives will 5ot be proserved longer than Obe
Year from dute of sitting. unless they are parchased,
in which case » reduction will be made in the eont of
Protures printed from them. n ordering Dupiiestes,
piease send the Number, as above.
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b Scan shown at 75% of actual
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Photographer: E. Woodward ~
Perf. 12

Manuscript cancel

Dated: May ‘66

E. WOUDWARD,

€ Protogiapher, D>

- No. 1, cor. Phurch & Gay Sts,

Scan shown at 75% of actual




2-Cents, Blue; Proprietary; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

Photographer: Jno. W. Odiorne

Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel
INO. W. ODIORNE,

PHOTOGRAPHER,
Dated: ‘6x

Corner Market and High Streets,

WEST CHESTER, PA.

vo. S/ 2

Negatives will not be preserved longer than One
Year from dute of sitting, unless they are purchased.
In ordering Duplicates, please send the number, as
above.

CDV photographic process that was used in the period involved the production
of a wet-plate collodion negative, which was developed and dried. Then an albu-
men photograph was printed-out from it. “Printing-out™ means that the negative
— which was the same size as the finished print was put in contact with the sensi-
tized albumenized photo paper in a printing frame, and using the action of the
sun, the images would appear. The prints would then be fixed in a solution so-
dium thiosulfate, rinsed, dried and mounted on the cards. —Pamela C. Powell,
Photo Archivist; Chester County Historical Society

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter,

Scan shown at 75% of actual




Photographer A. A. Anderson

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

No cancel

Scans shown at 75% of actual

Photographer: E. Woodward

Manuscript cancel

Dated: ‘65

2-Cents, Blue; Proprietary; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

e,

- ANDERg,
PHOTOGRAPHER, "
No. 13 West Gay Straet,
WEST CHESTER, PA.

No,

Wihen orderiug duplicates seud the above number.

Butler and Carpenter of Philadelphia was awarded the printing con-
tract barely two months before the law was to go into effect in 1864.



2-Cents, Blue; Proprietary; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

Photographer: E. Woodward !

Perforated stamps: Engraved, perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: Mar *65 E. WOODWARD,

€ Photographer, D

No. 1, cor. Chureh & Gay Sts.,

NO covinrianssbonen b,

Color variances
shown for com-
parison purposes.

Scan shown at 75% of actual Many of the Ist E— —t
Revenue Issue
have color vari-
ances. >

Photographer: E. Woodward

Perforated stamps: Engraved, perf.12:
printed by Butler & Carpenter. Philadel-

phia PA E. WOODWARD,
¢ Photographer, S
Manuscript cancel No.1, cor. Church & Gay Sts.,
'WEST CHESTER.,
Dated: Jun 66 p TSI 5~ 7 S

Scan shown at 75% of actual
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Photographer: E. Woodward

Perforated stamp: Engraved. perf.12; printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: July *65




2-Cents, Blue: Proprietary; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

Photographer: E. Woodward

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

E. WOODWARD,

¢ Qhutug!{nnhgr. A Manuscript cancel
i ﬂ:’::ﬂ'.:._o" X Dated: Oct ‘65
| [ R e —
¢
2 |
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Scan shown at 75% of actual

Each First Issue Revenue stamp features the same portrait of George Washington, which is
based on a work by Gilbert Stuart. However, the various taxable categories and denomina-
tions differ in the design of the lathwork frame that surrounds the Washington portrait.




2-Cents, Blue; Proprietary; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps
Single stamp

Photographer: E. Woodward

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter,
Philadelphia PA

Manuscript cancel

Dated: Mar “65
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Scan shown at 75% of actual
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3-Cents, Green: Proprietary; 1st Issue - Internal Revenue Stamps

Single stamp

Photographer: (Likely) E. Woodward

Perforated stamp: Engraved, perf.12: printed by Butler & Carpenter, = |
Philadelphia PA | |
Manuscript cancel

Seldom seen 3-cent revenue tax stamp on a West Chester CDV

T —— ;
=—— £4 No tax stamp >
Scan shown at 75% of actual
Most West Chester
CDV's do not have P D 4
Revenue Stamps; {jl. é o g?kﬁb@l’,
most sold after Au- : ¢
gust 1866. Photographer,
Photographer: Opposite  Turk’s Head  Hotel,
J. S. Beecher WEST CHESTER, PA.
Post tax period T N vad B Tatare cotbra. | e
1864 to 1866 CDV
!
#
i 3
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Epilogue CDV’s became so widespread that by 1864 Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes would write, "Card portraits. as
everybody knows, have become the social currency. the 'green-backs' of civilization." The taxable life was only 24
months. This very short time span makes small-town West Chester CDV’s special and challenging.










