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Printed Matter – 1 cent per 2 ounces 



L & K – Advertising agency with complete 
printing and publishing plant.  



Location of one or more advertisers who 
have used services of L & K Co. by 1925 



L & K business evolution 

• Frank Davenport Livermore – Engraver  
• Richard Dexter Knight – Lithographer  
 
• Knight began 1875; Partnership 1883;  Incorporated 1892  
• Location - 42 Pine St.  Providence, R.I. until flood of 1954 
• Salesmen offices New York, London, and later Boston 
 
• Pres: F. Livermore (1919), R. Knight (1922), Howard N. Knight (brother) 

1922 -1931 (pub. history of L&K in 1925), Howard Knight (son of Richard 
Dexter Knight) 1931-1951 

• Richard Brayton Knight- 1952 until 1971 (dissolved 1985) 
 

• Livermore and Knight Labels – United Kingdom 1998-2003 
 

 
 



L & K Direct Mail Trailblazers 



Smith Premier No. 2 Typewriter– circa 1905 





Smith Brothers made shotguns then in 
1886 typewriters  

 
 

   Smith Typewriter 
 

• SP #2 made 1896-1908 
• Under stroke typewriter (blind)  
• Double Keyboard  
• “Premier” name a hit 

 
 

    Typewriter industry –  
 

• Standard keyboards 1895 
• Front stroke typewriter 1896 
• Under stroke typewriters became 

passe over time 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     



Direct Mail Novelties 1891 to 1918 
No Number 1891    N0. 13 - 1892 Earliest Numbered N0. 1154- 1918     last # 1218 



Not all numbered items are mailable 
cards 



L&K name – printed on card 

• Some cards no numbers 
• Most cards numbered – 
 Range #13 – 1154 (1218) 
• Dates not sequential  
• Same card - ads differ 
• Patent applied for vs 
    Copyright vs. All rights 

reserved (varies)  
   



Stamp box art moved to left  
circa 1904 



 
Auction catalogues often omit 
numbers and L&K as printer  

 



L & K Collecting 
Loyal following of Collectors – supply and demand factors  
 
• Entire field – completion?  
• Collect pre 1898 L&K cards (pioneer cards) 
 
• Topical Collectors – theme on card (front and back) or 

product in the ad text: bicycles, telephones, CWF, etc.  
• State Collectors- based on specific advertiser  

 

• Current News headlines are desirable 
 
 

 
 



European War – Fall suit sale! 



Styles of Cards  
 
- Regular size with printed ad others with add on pouch and 

ad insert 
- Letter cards – perforated end tab or notch 
- Bi and Tri folds with printed ads or enclosures 
- Die Cut cards 
- Long and oversized cards - varieties 
- Mechanical cards – moving parts or intricate  
- Single cards with blank backs  
- Trade cards 
- Look a likes exist – Foreign and US 



1. Regular size cards 



 



Gluck Building fire 1959- Spencer House 
fire 1892- American Hotel fires 1863-5 





2. Letter Card style – tear along edge 



Cathode Rays – posted May 1896 



X-Rays discovered Nov. 8, 1895 

• Roentgen one of many 
studying cathode rays 

• Noticed a florescent screen 
9 feet away lit up  

• Covered tube and still lit up 

• Put hand in front of screen 
and tube and saw his bones 

• Took x-ray of wife’s hand 
and did experiments 

• Wrote paper – submitted 
December 28, 1895 

 



First medical x-ray in US Feb 1896  

• Front page news in US 
about x-rays Jan 1896 

• Eddie McCarthy fell  

  ice skating Jan. 19, 1896 

• Had left wrist x-rayed  

   at Dartmouth Feb. 3rd 

• The rest is history  

 



American Electrical Works 1897 Ad  



War of the Currents  

• Tesla worked with 
George Westinghouse 
on AC current projects 
 

• Edison was pushing DC 
current infrastructure 

 
• Niagara Falls power 

plant project of 1893 – 
2 phase AC won out  
 



3. Bi Fold cards with printed ads 

 



 4. Tri fold cards with printed ads 



Tri fold card - Marconi 



Wireless Telegraphy 

• Various researchers  
 investigating for years 
•  Marconi Italian but went to 

England to get his patent 
June 1896 

•  Nov. 8, 1899 installed 
equipment on St. Paul  

•  December 17, 1902 
transmission across the 
Atlantic 

    
     
 



5. Die Cuts 



Die cuts – Georgia Peaches 







Tri fold - die cut flap 





Partial Die Cut    



6. Long and Oversized Cards 
Spanish American War victory  



Long and Oversized Cards 
Spanish American War - 1898 



Long and Oversized Cards  
Klondike gold rush – 1896-1899 



Long and Oversized Cards 
Patriotic - Uncle Sam 



Long and Oversized Cards 
Why you need a Telephone ?  



7. Mechanicals  





Padlock Mechanical Ad Card 



Down With Huerta – circa 1914 



Victoriano Huerta – Mexican Military Officer and 

President of Mexico by Coup  
• Office Feb 1913- July 1914  

• Coup Backed by Germany 
and US (Taft) 

• President Wilson did not 
recognize, allowed arms 
sales to rebels 

• Huerta fled to Spain 

• Later attempt to regain 
power with German aid, 
arrested by US. Died in 
custody Jan. 1916 

 



8. Single cards with blank back 
Some with add ons  



“Stereotypes” 



“Stereotypes” 



9. L&K Trade Cards 



10. Look a Likes – Foreign  



Henderson Litho Tri folds – circa 1904 



Sheldon Press Tri folds – circa 1910 



Livermore & Knight Co.  1883- 1985 


